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To all, whon, it may concern. 
Beit known that I, JosEPH. A. HAGAN, of 

Janesville, in the county of Rock and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Adjustable Staging; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of said invention, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the figures of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

adjustable staging for use by painters, paper 
hangers, and decorators, and for all otherpur 
poses where adjustable staging ortrestle-work 
is needed of a height not to exceed twentyfeet. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of one end upright and a portion of the 
platform of my device. Fig. 2 is an eleva 
tion of one end of my device. Fig. 3 is a detail. 

In Said dra Wings the same reference-num 
bers refer to identical parts throughout the 
several views. 
My staging consists of two upright ends, 

each constructed in much the same form as 
an ordinary ladder, and upon the standard 
of each of said ladders is slidingly or adjust 
ably mounted a jack 2, which is connected to 
a standard 1 by means of the clasp 3, said 
clasp being attached rigidly to the jack 2, but 
passing loosely about the standard I. The 
outer end of said clasp or the end upon the 
outside of the ladder is sufficiently extended 
to provide for the reception of a roller 4, 
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(shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3,) which is for 
the purpose of lessening friction which would 
occur at this point in the raising and lower 
ing of the jacks and the thereon-mounted 
platform were such rollers not provided. 
For the purpose of making the jacks easy 

of adjustment the clasps by which they are 
affixed to the standards 1 must slide more or 
less loosely upon said standards and thereby 
some play is permitted between said jack and 
said standard, which it is desirable to elimi 
nate when the staging is being used, and for 
this purpose an eccentric clamp 5 is placed in 
the clasp, which by throwing the handle of 
same up to the position shown the opposing 
sides of the jack and the standard are brought 
tightly together for the purpose aforesaid. 

Upon the top end of said jacks rests a plat 
form, which is a skeleton frame composed of 
two longitudinal stringers 6, attached to 
gether by cross-bars 7, and upon which bars 
may be placed a board or other convenient 
means upon which workmen may stand. 
Where the ends of the stringers 6 meet the 

upper ends of the jacks 2, an ear or clip 8 is 
attached to the stringer, which extends a short 
distance below the lower edge of said stringer 
and through which clip is formed a hole for 
the reception of the rod 9, and said rod also 
passes through the top end of each jack. 
Said clip 8 passes down on the inside of each 
jack, thus leaving them free for outward lat 
eral movement, which becomes necessary 
when the platform is to be lowered, as the 
jacks must conform to the spread of the 
standards on which they slide, and for this 
reason also the extra length of the rod 9 is 
provided. 
To hold the platform in the desired loca 

tion, the jacks are each provided with a hook 
10, which engages the rounds of the ladder, 
and as a matter of convenience a spring 11 is 
employed to throw said hook backward from 
an engaging position when the platform is be 
ing raised and lowered. 
As a provision against longitudinal vibra 

tion I employ four braces 12, the upper end 
of each of which is attached to the stringers 
6 and the lower end of each of which is at 
tached to a jack, and to allow the necessary 
spread of said jacks hinges 13 or an equiva 
lent device is placed in said braces. 
Handles 14 are placed upon the outside of 

the lower clasps 3 for the purpose of raising 
and lowering the platform. . 

For the purpose of widening laterally the 
base of my staging I provide a base broad 
ening and equalizing device, which is con 
structed as follows: I attach a stirrup 15 to 
the bottom of each standard 1, into which 
stirrup is inserted an arm 16, extending out 
ward horizontally, and upon the outer end 
of the arm is placed another stirrup or its 
equivalent, through which is inserted a leg 18 
in such a manner that it may be adjusted up 
or down and fixed at any desired adjustment 
for the purpose of conforming to any irregul 
larities of the ground upon which the staging 
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is to be erected, as shown in Fig. 2, and which 
device renders my staging wholly secure 
against tipping over. 
When the platform is at the top of the lad 

ders, a load upon the platform is liable to 
cause a lateral swaying movement of the 
Standards I and a consequent straining of 
the rounds where they enter said standards, 
and to overcome said swaying and the con 
Sequent strain upon the rounds and their 
becoming loose thereby I place under the 
rounds a bracket 17, which is attached to the 
Standard and to the round by any usual 
means, but preferably by a rivet. This de 
tail of construction is of much importance in 
my device, as it wholly obviates the difficulty 
which it is intended to obviate, and is neat 
in appearance and cheap of application. 
Having thus described my device, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In an adjustable staging, two upright 
ladders, each provided with an adjustable 
base broadening and equalizing device, in 
combination with sliding jacksmounted upon 
Said ladders, a platform adjustably mounted 
upon said jacks, substantially as shown and 
described. 

2. In an adjustable staging, two upright 
ladders, bearing upon their lower end a base 
broadening and equalizing device, brackets 
attached to the standards and to the rounds 
of said ladders, in combination with a per pendicularly-adjustable platform, consisting 

of jacks slidingly mounted upon the stand 
ards of said ladders, and connected there 
with by means of clasps, the rollers in said 
clasps, the eccentric clamp in the lower of 
said clasps, the horizontal platform loosely 
mounted upon said jacks, braces connecting 
said platform and jacks, all when constructed 
and operating substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

3. In an adjustable staging a platform ad 
justably mounted upon jacks as shown, in 
combination with the upright ladders, con 
taining brackets attached to the standards, 
and to the rounds of said ladder, said lad 
ders bearing a base broadening and equaliz 
ing attachment, all when constructed, and 
operating as shown and described. 

4. In an adjustable staging, platform-Sup 
porting jacks adjustably mounted upon up 
rights, means of securing the adjustment of 
said jacks to said uprights, a platform mount 
ed upon said jacks by a laterally-adjustable 
attachment, hinged braces connecting said 
platform and said jacks, an eccentric clamp 
attached to said jacks, operating as specified, 
all when combined and operating substan 
tially as specified. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JOSEPH A. HAGAN. 

Witnesses: 
A. E. TANBERG, 
E. RAY INMAN. 
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