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My invention relates to and has for its
purpose the provision of a warning device
adapted to be installed at intersections and
junctions of streets and highways, and by

5 Which light rays emanating from the head-
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lights of vehicles approaching an intersec-
tion on different streets meeting at the latter
and obscured from each other by buildings,
or other obstructions, will be reflected in such
manner as to be rendered visible to the driver
of the other vehicle, and thus serve as a warn-
ing to the driver of each vehicle of the pres-
ence of the other vehicle before the latter is
actually in view at the intersection, thereby
enabling the respective drivers. to take the
precautions necessary to avoid a collision.

Tt is a further purpose of my invention to
provide a traffic warning device of the above
described character which is preferably, al-
though not necessarily, incorporated in a
traffic button of the character which is per-
manently installed on the surfaces of street
and highway intersections for indicating to
the drivers of vehicles entering and leaving
an intersection, the proper paths of travel to

‘be followed by the respective vehicles in order

to avoid confusion at the intersection with the
resulting possibility of a collision taking
place. ‘

I will describe only one from of traffic
warning device embodying my invention and.
will then point out the novel features thereof
in the claim. : :

In the accompanying drawings;

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic plan view of
a street intersection with a traffic button em-
bodying my invention installed therein.
- Figure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of

~the traffic button shown in Figure 1.
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" Figure 8 is a. view of the traffic button in
side elevation. -

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view of the’
‘traffic button taken on the line 4—4 of Fig-

ure 2, and, . .

- Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the traffic
button with parts omitted for the sake of
clearness. ‘ » c

Referring specifically to the drawings in
which similar reference characters designate
similar parts in each of the several views, my

invention in its present embodiment is shown -

incorporated in a traffic button T which as
illustrated is usually circular in plan with

its base 10 flat so as to rest uniformly on the .

pavement of a street or highway to which the
button is permanently secured by lag screws
{(not shown) or other fastening members ex-
tending into the pavement through counter
bored openings 11 in the button. ‘ ‘
My invention as illustrated is adapted for

use at an intersection wherein two streets

form the latter and are at right angles to
each other, and to this end the button is pro-
vided with ‘a square chamber 12 opening to
the base 10 and tormed by the top wall 13 and
vertical side walls 14 each of which is pro-
vided with a pair of substantially square
openings 15 communicating with recesses 16
terminating at the peripheral edge' of the
button. Medially between each pair of open-
ings 15 a radially disposed vertical partition
17 rises from the base 10 and merges into the.
top wall 13, the partition conforming to the
rounded contour of the button and function-
ing to prevent relatively narrow tires of ve-
hicle wheels from becoming jammed in the
recesses. o

Spanning each pair of openings 15 in the

- chamber 12 are light transmitting panels 18

of uncolored glass or other suitable trans-
parent material ; and vertically disposed in
the chamber are light reflectors 19 in the
form of mirrors preferably colored red.-

The reflectors 19 in the present instance
are in right angular relation and are posi-
tioned relatively to the openings 15 so that
light rays entering the chamber through the
openings of any one pair will be reflected at
a right angle in opposed directions from the
chamber through one opening of those pairs
on opposed sides of the chamber.

The open bottom of the chamber is closed
by a cover plate 20 seating in a recess 21 (Fig-
ure 5) so as to-be flush' with the under sur-
face of the basé 10. The plate is secured to
the button by screws 22; and interposed be-
tween the plate and bottom edges of the pan-
els 18 and reflectors 19 as well as between the

top wall 18 and the top edges of the panels

and reflectors are sheets 28 and 24 respective-
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'ly, of suitable cushioning and packing ma-
terial such as felt. The panels 18 and cover.

plate 20 co-operate with the sheets 23 and 24
to exclude all dust and moisture from the
chamber 12 s0 as to prevent the efficiency of
the reflectors 19 from becoming impaired;
and the cover plate co-acts with the top wall
18 of the button to securely clamp the panels
18 and reflectors 19 against displacement.
The operation of the device is as follows:-
Let it be assumed that the button is in-
stalled at the center of an intersection of two
streets A and B at right angles to each other
as shown in Figure 1. Light rays from the
headlights of a vehicle C approaching the in-
tersection from the left on the street A will
enter the chamber 12 through the openings 15

~ of one pair and will be reflected by two of

D and E, so as to be rendered visible to the
drivers of vehicles on the street B approach-
ing the intersection from either direction,
thus warning the drivers of the presence of

" the vehicle C before the latter has actually
- reached the intersection. T

“Likewise, light rays emanating from a ve-

~hicle F approaching the intersection from the

_street B will be reflected by two of the reflec-

tors 19 in opposed directions parallel to and

_through the street A as indicated at G and H

so as to be rendered visible to the drivers of

" vehicles on the street A aproaching the inter-
~gection from each direction, thus warning
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the drivers of the presence of the vehicle F so

that the driver of each-vehicle approaching
the intersection will be warned of the pres-
ence of the other vehicle or vehicles before
the latter has reached the intersection, there-
by enabling the respective drivers.to take

. the precautions necessary to avoid a collision.
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* sign boards, or other obstructions, that the
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By the provision of the partitions 17 the

‘driver of a vehicle approaching the intersec-

tion from one street is enabled by noting from

which opening 15 of a pair, reflected light

rays are emanating, the direction from which
a vehicle on the other street is approaching
the intersection. S :

- Tt will thus be manifest that although the
streets forming an intersection or junction,
are obscured one from the other by buildings,

drivers of all vehicles approaching the inter-
section will be warned in advance of the pres-

‘ence of the others so that the possibility of

collisions at night or on occasions when the
visibility is low will be reduced to a minimum.

Although I have herein shown. and de-
scribed only one form of traffic, warning de-
vice embodying my invention, it is to be un-

- ‘derstood that various changes and modifica-
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tions may be made therein without depart-

ing from the spirit of the invention and the

spimtl and scope of the appended claim.
claim: ST

_ -the first side.
the reflectors 19 in opposed directions parallel - o
to and through the street B as indicated at .

1,849,410

‘A traffic button having a chamber there-
in, the side walls of which are provided with
openings, and the bottom of which is open, a
cover plate closing the bottom of the cham-
ber, light transmitting panels in the chamber,
spanning the openings and clamped between
the cover plate and the top of the chamber by
the cover .plate to exclude foreign matter
from the chamber, and a plurality of light
reflectors in the chamber, clamped between
the cover plate and top of the chamber by the
cover plate and relatively positioned to each
other and to the openings, to each reflect light
rays entering the chamber through an open-
ing on one side of the latter, from the cham- !
ber through an opening on a side of the
chamber angularly disposed with respect to
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