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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that T, Joswrm:C. Lacwry, a
citizen of the United States, and a.resident
of Long Branch, in the conty of Monmouth
and State of New Jersey, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Figure
Toys, of which the following is a . speci-
fication.

This invention relates to articulate fig-
ure toys in which the various parts of the
toy are relatively movable or adjustable so
that the figure may be made to simulate dif-
ferent matural positions of an animal or
other figure which the toy represents.

One object of the invention is to provide
a toy of the character deseribed which is
ingtructive as well as amusing and which
serves to exercise and develop a child’s in-
genuity, artistic -and constructive faculties
and powers of observation; -to provide a
toy embodying novel features of construc-

tion and comprising a plurality -of parts

adapted to be arranged and connected to-
gether in different relations so as to vepre-
sent different figures or objects; to provide
a toy including a plurality of series of mem-
bers, each of said series comprising a plu-
rality of members similar to each other but
different from the members of the others of
sald series, said members being adapted to
be arranged and detachably conmnected to-
gether to form different figures or objects;
to provide an articulate figure toy the parts
of which are formed of substantially f{lat
material rectangular in cross-section; to pro-
vide a figure toy having an improved body
portion formed of a plurality of pivotally
connected members whereby the members
may be swung in relative angular positions
to simulate natural positions of animals or
the like which:the toy represents;to provide
a toy having such a jointed body portion
constructed of a pair of similar spaced and
parallel sections each comprising a pair of
differently shaped members, the said mem-
bers of the respective sections being re-
versely arranged and pivotally connected at
their adjacent ends so that one of the mem-
bers of each section overlaps the joint be-
tween the members of the other section to
reenforce the said pivotal connection against
lateral strains; to provide a body portion
for a toy comprising a pair of spaced sec-
tions whereby the leg, neck, and tail por-
tions may be connected between the said sec-
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tions or exteriorly thereof to effectively con-

struct . quadrupedal or bipedal figures; to
provide an improved construction of head

for a figure toy comprising a pair of similar

shaped disk-like members adapted to be
pivotally connected to the body portion; to
provide an improved construction of a nose

which can be applied either between said-

head members parallel thereto or exteriorly
of one of said members at substantially
right angles theretc ; to provide an improved
simple ear construction for the figure, and
to obtain other results and advantages as
may be brought out by the following de-
seription. '

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate
the same parts throughout the several views,

Figure 1-is a side elevation of a toy con-
struction in accordance with my invention;

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof;

Figure 3 is a’ vertical longitudinal sec-
tional view thervethrough taken on the line
3—3 of Fig. 2;

Iigure 4 is a front elevation of the toy
with the parts arranged to produce a dif-
ferent figure;

Figure 5 is a side view partially in sec-
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tion and partially .in elevation of the toy -

shown in Figure 4;

JFigure 6 is a side elevation on a reduced
scale of the parts of the toy arranged to
represent an -elephant; '

Figure 7 is a side elevation on a reduced -

scale showing the parts of the toy arranged
to produce another fanciful figure;

Figure 8 1s a detail perspective view of
one -of the links svhich serve to form the
legs, arms, or tail of the figure or animal
represented by the toy; ‘

Figure 9 is a similar view of another:form
of said links;

Figure 10 is a detail perspective viesv of
one of the members which represents the
foot or-hands of the figure; :

90

- 160

Figure 11 is a detall perspective view of.

one: of .the eye-forming members;

Figure 12 is a detail perspective view of
one of the ear members, and

‘Figure 13 is a top plan view of a cart or
truck adapted to support the toy and enable
it to be drawn about by a child.

qn the erobodiment of the invention shown
on the drawings, the numerals 1 designate
the members of one series of body members,
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and the numerals 2 the‘members of the other
series of body members, the said members

being substantially flat and of rectangular

cross-section. The members 1 are substan-
tially oval in shape and have an enlarged
arcuately curved convex end 8, while the
members 2 are provided with arcuately
curved concave ends 4 of substantially the
same radius as the ends 3 of the members
1 to receive the said ends 8 of the mem-
bers 1, as shown in Figures 1 and 3 of the
drawings.

In constructing one type of figure toy,
such as shown in Figures 1-5 inclusive, the
body portion of the figure comprises two
sections A each 'of which is formed of one
each of the members 1 and 2, the said men:.
bers 1 and 2 of the respective sections A be-
ing reversely arranged and pivotally con-
nected by a bolt 5 arranged at substantially
the center of the curved ends 3 and 4 of the
members to a reenforcing strip 6 arranged
between the sections A as clearly shown in
Tigures 2 and 3. The member 2 of one sec-

5 tion A may be rigidly connected to the cor-

responding member 1 of the opposite section
A by means of bolts 7 passing through wash-
ers 8 arranged between the sections A, or
this connection may be made by bolts which
are utilized to conmnect the leg, arm, or tail
portions of the figure toy to the body por-
tion. The reenforcing strip 6 extends lon-
gitudinally of the body portion and is rig-
idly connected thereto by the bolt 5 and
another bolt 9 and one end thereof projects
outwardly beyond one end of the body por-
tion to receive the head portion B of the
toy. ' R
This head portion B is shown in Figuréds
1-5 inclusive as formed. of two ecirenlar
disks 10 of substantially the same size which
are pivotally connected at their centers upon
opposite sides of the projecting end of the
reenforcing strip € by o bolt 11, and when
so arranged a nose member C may be ar-
ranged between the disks 10 to project there-
from to siraulate the nose of the figure.
This nose member is provided with a sub-
stantially square end 12 adjacent which is
provided a transversely extending slot 13,
and the nose is adapted to be attached be-
tween the disks by means of a bolt 14 pass-
ing through the disks and the slot 18 in the
nose member. The outer sides of the disks
10 may be painted to represent the mouth of
the figure represented by the toy, and for
the purpose of providing a representation
of eyes I preferably utilize a washer member
or button 15 adapted to be detachably se-
cured -to the disks 10 by tacks or like mem-
bers 16.. The ears of the figure may be
formed of similar shaped pieces 17 of
leather, fabric, or the like, as clearly shown
m Figure 12, which may be folded longitu-
dinally and secured to the edges of the disks
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10 by suitable fastening members such as
taclks 18.

For the purpose of forming representa-
tions of legs and tails for the figure toy, T
utilize one series of similarly shaped links
19 which have one end thereof rabbetted at
20 to. pivotally receive one end of other
links 21 of another series of links which
have both ends rabbetted st 22 similar to the
end 20 of the links 19. The links 19 .thus
conveniently serve as thigh portions of the
legs, the thicker ends thereof being adapted
to be pivotally attached exteriorly of the
body portion by the bolts 7, while the cther
ends of the said links are adapted to be piv-
otally connected by other bolts in 2 halved-
together relation to one end of any of the
links 21. The foot or hand members com-
prise relatively short strips 23 provided
with rabbetted portions 24 at one end there-
of, the said members being of substantially
the same configuration as the members 19,
and being adapted to be attached to the rab-
hetted ends of either the links 19 or 21. The
tail portion of the fignre may be formed of
a plurality of the links 21 pivotally connect-
ed, as shown in Figures 1-3 inclusive, one
end of one of the links heing also connected
to the body portion by a suitable bolt.

With this construction it will be'seen that
the body portion of the ficure may be bent
to produce various angular relations -be-
tween. the members 1 and 2 to simulate nat-
ural positions of the animal or figure repre-
sented by the toy, as shown in Figures 1 and
3, and that the reenforcing strip 6 and the
overlapping relation of the adjacent ends of
the members 1 and 2 of the respective sec-
tions A effectively reenforce the body por-
tion against lateral strains which would tend

“to break or crack the same at the pivotal

connection. The head portion B may be ro-
tated about the pivot bolt 11 to cause the
same to assume various positions relative to
the body portion and the nose member C and
eyes are also adjustable to produce different
expressions on the face of the figure. The
ears 17 can be placed at any desired posi-
tion on the edges of the disks 10 which also
assist in changing the expression of the
figure. The legs and tail of the figure being
formed of a plurality of pivotally connected
members may also be adjusted to assume va-
rious relations with the body portion; and
the sections A of the body portion being

maintained in spaced relation enable the’

legs, arms, or tail to be applied to the body
portion either exteriorly of the same as
shown 'in Figures 1 and 2, or between the
sections A as shown in Iigures 4 and 5.

In such figures as shown in Figures 4 and
5 where the arm or leg members are con-
nected between the sections A of the body
portion the washer members 8 may be omit-
ted, and in such a construction the parts of
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the toy may be arranged to represent a bi-
pedal figure instead of a'quadrupedal figure
as shown in Figures 1-8 inclusive. For the
purpose of enabling the tail portion of the
figure to be attached to the body portion
transversely thereof I utilize a member 25
secured between the sections.of the body por-
tion by a'bolt and having a. bifurcated end
26 projecting outwardly from the body por-
tion adapted to receive one end of one of the
links 19 or 21. The nese member C. may,
where desired as in figures such as shown in
Figures 4 and 5, be attached to the outside
of one of the head disks 10 so as to project
at right angles thereto. For this purpose
the bolt 11 is passed through a longitudinal
opening 27 in the square end of the nose
member C, and the nut of the bolt is posi-
tioned within the slot 13.

It is desirable to provide some means. for
supporting the figures in an upright position
and also for enabling the same to be drawn
over a floor, and for this purpose I provide a
truck or cart D mounted on wheels 28 and
having a plurality of spaced slats 29 provid-
ing therebetween slots 30 so. arranged that
the foot portions of the figures such as
shown in Iigure 1 and 2 may be frictionally
forced into-the slots 80 so as to hold the toy
in an upright position. Such a figure as
shown in Figure 4 is mounted on the cart by
frictionally forcing the foot portions there-
of into one of the slots 30, as shown in Fig-
ure 5. )

It will thus be seen that the toy comprises
a plurality of series of members each of said
series comprising a plurality of members
similar to each other, and that by different
arrangements of the said members different
ficures or objects: may be constructed.
While I have described the disks 10 as head
members, it will be understood that in some
figures such as that shown in Figure 6 one
of the body members 2 may be utilized as
4 head. Also in some figures one or- both: of
the body members.-1 or 2 may be utilized as
the body, for instance as shown in Figure 6
in which only the body members 1 are uti-
lized or as shown in Figure 7 where only
the body members 2 are used. It will thus
be seen that a great variety of figures and
objects can be constructed with the parts of
my toy, and that the development of these
various figures will serve to develop the
originality, artistic and constructive facul-

ties and the powers of observation of the -

child using the same. While I have shown
conventional bolts for connecting the vari-
ous parts of the toy, it will be understood
that any other fastening means may be used
which will produce sufficient friction. be-
tween the parts to maintain them in the
various positions in which it is desired to
place the same. ’
While I have shown and described one
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possible embodiment of my invention, it will
be understood that this is for the purpose of

Wustrating the principles of the invention

only, and that many. modifications and
changes can be made in the detail construc-
tion thereof without departing from the
spirit or scope.of the invention. Therefore,
I do not desire to be understood as limiting
myself except as required by the following
claims when. construed in the light of the
prior art. : .

Having thus described the - invention, what
I claim 1s:

1. ‘A figure toy including a body portion
formed of a pair of parallel sections. each
comprising a pair of members arranged end
to end, the inner end of one member of each
section overlapping the inner end of the
member at the opposite end of the other sec-
tion, asstrip arranged longitudinally betiween
said sections movable with one pair of ad-
jacent members of said sections and over-
lapping the joints between said members,
and pivotal means extending through the
said strip and the inner ends of the members
at opposite ends of said sections.

2. A figure- toy having a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar sections
each of which comprises a pair of substanti-
ally longitudinally alined members one of
which is formed with an arcuately curved
convex end and the other-of which is formed
with a correspondingly curved concave end
to receive said convex end of the first-men-
tioned member, the said members of each of
said body sections being arranged reversely
to the members of the adjacent section, a
strip arranged between adjacent sections and
overlying the joints between the members
thereof, and means for pivotally connecting
the abutting efids of the members of all of
said sections at the centers of the respective
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curved ends thereof extending through said

strips -

3. A figure toy having a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar parallel sec-
tions each of which comprises a plurality of
differently shaped members arranged end to
end, the said members of one section being
reversely arranged to the members of the
adjacent section, and means for pivotally

‘connecting the adjacent ends of said mem-

bers whereby the members of the said body
sections can be moved into angular relations
with each other.

4. A figure toy having a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar parallel sec-
tions each of which comprises a plurality of
differently shaped members arranged end to
end, the said members of one section being
reversely arranged to the members of the
adjacent section, and means for pivotally
connecting the adjacent ends of said mem-
bers so that the said members of each of said
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into’ the same angular relation with each
other. '

5.A figure toy having a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar parallel sec-
tions each of which comprises a plurality of
differently shaped members arranged end to
end, the said members of one section being
reversely arranged to the members of the
adjacent section, and means. for pivotally
connecting the adjacent ends of sald ‘mem-
bers, the end of one of the members of each
of said sections overlapping the correspond-
ing end of the corresponding member of ad-
jacent sections to reenforce the said pivotal
connection of the members against lateral
strains and maintain the members of each
section in longitudinal. alinement,

6. A figure toy having a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar parallel
sections each of which comprises a plurality
of differently shaped members arranged end
to end, the said members of one section being
reversely arranged to the members of the
adjacent section, means for rigidly connect-
ing the adjacent members of said sections,
and means for pivotally connecting the
abutting ends of the members of all of said
sections. ‘

7. A figure toy having -a body portion
formed of a plurality of similar sections
each of which comprises a pair of sub-
stantially longitudinally aligned members
one of which 1s formed with an arcuately
curved convex end and the other of which
is formed with a correspondingly curved
concave eid to receive said . convex end of
the first-mentioned member; the said mem-
bers of each of said body sections being ar-
ranged reversely to the members of the ad-
jacent section, and means for pivotally con-
necting the abutting ends of the members of
all of said sections at the centers of the
respective curved ends thereof. ‘

8. A figure toy including a body portion

1,423,618

having a projection thereon, a substantially
circular disk-like head portion, and means
for ‘pivotally connecting said head portion
at substantially its center on said projection
whereby the head portion may be revolved
upon said pivotal means. SR

9. A figure toy including a body portion
having a projection at oné end.thereof, a
head portion comprising a pair of similar
shaped disk-like members arranged upon
opposite sides of said projection, and pivotal
means transversely arranged with respect to
said disk-like members for connecting the
same to said projection on 'the body portion
whereby said members can be revolved upon
said pivotal means, ‘ o

10. In a figure toy, the combination with
a head portion having a transverse opening
therein, of a nose member having a trans-
verse opening therethrough and a longitu-
dinal opening extending from one end of
said member and intersecting said transverse
opening, said openings beéing adapted to re-
ceive a fastening member for securing the
nose -member - to said head portion at an
angle to the side thereof.

11.-In a figure toy, the combination with
a head portion having an opening in the
periphery thereof ‘and a transverse opening
therethrough, of a nose member having a
transverse opening therethrough and a 1gon-
gitudinal opening extending from one end
of said member and intersecting said trans-
verse opening, said ~nose member being
edapted to be secured in said opening in the
periphery of the head portion substantially
in the plané thereof or attached to one side
of said head portion at an angle thereto, and
a fastening member adapted to pass through
said openings in the nose member to secure
the same to the head portion in either of said
positions.
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