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(57) ABSTRACT 

A convertible display device and packing box for arti 
cles including a rack for support of articles and a slid 
able tubular sheath or case that may be slid over the 
rack to retain the articles that have been mounted on 
the rack firmly in place on a base for transportation 
purposes. The sheath is slidably removable from the 
rack at the destination of the packing box to expose 
the articles mounted on a base of the rack and is then 
foldable into a flat condition so that it may be 
mounted onto the rack and retained by the latter. The 
sheath bears advertising material or inscriptions on se 
lected portions of its outer surfaces so that when the 
flattened sheath is mounted on the rack selected in 
scriptions on any one panel of the folded sheath are 
visible to an observer together with the exposed arti 
cles on the rack. 

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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CONVERTIBLE DISPLAY DEVICE AND 
PACKING-BOX, FOR ARTICLES 

BACKGROUND AND BRIEF SUMMARY OF 
INVENTION 

The present invention concerns a convertible display 
device and packing box for articles, capable of use for 
transporting these objects and displaying them at their 
destination more particularly for offering them for sale 
at such destination. 

It is a known practice to arrange articles for sale on 
display stands acting as supports for those articles and 
capable of being marked with advertising or publicity 
inscriptions. 
An aim of the present invention is to provide a novel, 

convertible display device and packing box for articles, 
which may be used directly as a packing box for ship 
ping or transporting the articles to a destination, at 
which the articles are to be sold or displayed, and at 
that destination be converted to a display rack with vis 
ible inscriptions. 
The present invention concerns a convertible display 

device and packing box for articles, comprising a stand 
or rack for support of articles provided with means for 
fixing thereto a publicity or advertising panel, bearing 
descriptive or advertising inscriptions relating to those 
articles, which may be viewed at the same time as the 
articles are displayed on the rack, together with a slid 
able case or sheath into which the rack for the articles 
may be slid to form a packing box, characterized in that 
the said advertising or publicity panel bearing at least 
the said inscription is a part of the sheath so that the 
sheath and the rack constitute a packing-box for the ar 
ticles when the rack is slid into the casing, whereas 
when the rack is slid out of the sheath the sheath may 
be folded and mounted on or secured to the rack to 
constitute a display device for the said articles with visi 
ble data regarding them. 
According to one characteristic and feature of the 

invention, the said sheath may be removed and folded 
for mounting on the rack so as to constitute publicity 
panel for the articles displayed on the rack. 
According to another characteristic and feature of 

the invention, the said sheath or case has longitudinal 
scorings or folds, opposite to each other and along 
which the sheath may be flattened for mounting on the 
rack so that selected inscriptions are viewable directly 
adjacent to the said exposed articles carried on the said 
rack. 
According to another characteristic and feature of 

the invention, the said rack for articles comprises at 
least one slot into which at least a portion of an edge 
of the panel made of the folded sheath may be inserted 
to serve for fixation of the panel of the folded sheath 
on the rack. 

In a particular embodiment, the said rack for sup 
porting the articles comprises two vertical slots in 
tended to have fitted therein at least a portion of re 
spective of the lateral edges of the inscription panel of 
the sheath for fixation of said panel to the rack. 
Other objects, characteristics, features and advan 

tages of the present invention will become apparent 
from the following detailed description and reference 
to the accompanying drawing form a part hereof and in 
which: 
FIG. 1 shows in perspective a partially open combi 

nation display stand and sheath forming a packing box : 
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2 
for articles, according to the invention when the two 
are being used as a packing-box for articles, and 
FIG. 2 shows in perspective the combination accord 

ing to the invention, being used as a display stand for 
the said articles and bearing the folded sheath, 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The convertible display stand or rack and packing 
box shown in the figures comprises two primary ele 
ments: a rack 1 for supporting articles; a deformable 
sheath 2 intended to serve with the said rack 1 for arti 
cles, either as a packing-box for articles such as 3 (FIG. 
1) or a display stand for those articles 3 (FIG. 2). 
The rack or stand 1 for support of articles comprises 

a base 11, whose substantially horizontal top face has 
recesses, sockets or pigeon holes 12 for receiving and 
supporting articles 3 therein consisting, here, for exam 
ple, of pocket flashlights. A substantially vertical lateral 
part 13 integrated with the base 11 forms the rear wall 
of the rack 1. This vertical wall 3 has a height substan 
tially equal to the height of the articles 3 when they are 
mounted in the pigeon holes 12 of the base 11. Two 
truncated vertical side walls, such as 14, are arranged 
orthogonally in relation to the base 11 and to the wall 
13. Preferably, the base 11 and its rear and side walls 
13 and 14 are of integral construction. 
The case or sheath 2 in which the rack 1 for articles 

3 may be slid frictionally is in tubular form and in this 
embodiment, has a rectangular cross-section. The di 
mensions of the faces of the sheath 2 are chosen so that 
in tubular form the sheath has a periphery such that 
when slid over the rack 1 it will surround the wall 13 
of rack 1 and its base 11, on which the articles 3 are 
mounted, being in direct contact with the bottom face 
of the base 11, the outside face of the wall 3 and the 
top ends of each of the articles 3. The latter thus are 
held in immobile in their respective pigeon holes. The 
sheath 2, in the installed surrounding position on the 
rack 1 for articles thus with the rack 1 constitutes a 
packing-box for those articles. 
The foldable sheath or case 2 is also intended to pro 

vide advertising or publicity panels that are fixable onto 
the rack 1 to form, with the rack, a display device for 
those articles. For such purpose, the case or sheath 
bears, on at least one of its faces, an advertising inscrip 
tion with respect to the articles, such inscription relat 
ing, for example, to their origin, their use or their desti 
nation and/or their advantages. 
Such an inscription is arranged to be visible to an ob 

server on all or a part of the outer face concerned of 
the case or sheath 2, adjacent to the articles. 
The case or sheath 2, in the embodiment illustrated 

in FIG. 1, when slid off the rack 1, may be deformed 
by folding to flattened condition along its longitudinal 
fold lines or scoring so that when it is flattened, it forms 
the aforementioned advertising or publicity panel des 
ignated generally by the reference numeral 20 in FIG. 
2. 
The case or sheath 2 comprises longitudinal scorings 

or fold lines 21 and 22 along diagonally opposite loca 
tions which define large panels 23 and small panels 24. 
it bears, moreover, on the outer face of panel 23, lim 
ited by fold line or scorings 21, a first inscription shown 
here by example as the letters X, Y, Z. It bears, on the 
outer face of its smaller panel 24 defined by the fold 
line or scorings 22, a second inscription, shown here, 
by example, as the letters X', Y', Z' in upside down and 
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reverse relationship to letters X, Y, Z. Thus, when the 
sheath is flattened and mounted on the rack 1 the sec 
ond inscription X', Y', Z' may be read directly only 
after the flattened casing, forming a panel, has been 
turned through 180 about a horizontal axis perpendic 
ular to the panel, whereas the inscription X, Y, Z may 
be read directly. The inscription X, Y, Z is effected on 
a portion of the face 23 having a width equal to that of 
the face 24 and corresponding to the height of the ver 
tical wall 13 of the rack 1 for the articles. That inscrip 
tion X, Y, Z is followed by patterns such as 25 arranged 
on the remaining portion of the face 23; these patterns 
are neutral, that is, they may be observed just as well 
with either side up. The other two faces of the casing 
may also bear identical and/or different inscriptions in 
relation to those borne respectively by the faces 23 and 
24, set out in a like manner, the non-visible large face 
bearing, like the face 23, neutral patterns. The inscrip 
tions borne by the various faces of the panel may, for 
example, each be in a different language. 
The rack 1 for articles comprises two vertical slots 15 

and 16 formed in the rear face of the vertical wall 13 
respectively in the vicinity of its two lateral edges. 
Those two slots are intended for reception of the two 
edges of the publicity panel 20, formed by the flattened 
sheath 2 for fixation of the folded sheath 2 thereof on 
the rack. The sheath 2 has, for that purpose, two trans 
verse fold lines or scorings 26 and 27 provided adjacent 
the periphery of the sheath, in the vicinity of its two 
ends, these fold lines or scorings 26 and 27 enhance in 
sertion of the two end edge portions of the panel 20 of 
folded sheath 2, in the slots 15 and 16 provided in the 
rear wall 13 of the support 1. When the panel 20 is in 
position shown in FIG. 2 on the rack 1 whatever the in 
scription selected here - X, Y, Z, may be, that inscrip 
tion lies above the level of the articles 3 and faces to 
ward the front of the said display rack 1 and is visible 
with the patterns such as 25; at that time, the inscrip 
tion X', Y', Z' borne by the face 24 is, on the contrary, 
hidden by the vertical wall 13 and any other two in 
scriptions borne by the other two faces of the sheath 
are located on the rear faces of the folded sheath. 
When the inscription X', Y', Z' is selected to be visi 

ble, the latter inscription as well as the patterns 25 will 
appear adjacent to the articles 3 by a simple rotating of 
the panel 20, 180° prior to mounting it in slots 15 and 
16 of the rack and the inscription X, Y, Z will then be 
hidden by the wall 13. 

In the embodiment described, the rack 1 for articles 
is a unitary structure and is made, to great advantage, 
of a slightly compressible substance; it can, for exam 
ple, be made of an expanded plastic substance such as 
expanded polystyrene; and the sheath 2 intended to 
provide the panel 20, is, for example, made of card 
board. 
The present invention has been described with refer 

ence to an embodiment presented by way of an exam 
ple only and is illustrated in the drawing. It is evident 
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4 
that, without departure from the scope of the claims, 
variations in details may be made and/or certain of the 
described means may be replaced by other technically 
equivalent means. There is no intention of limitation to 
the exact disclosure herein presented. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Article display package comprising an article 

carrying support, a paralleleliped removable protective 
sleeve mountable on the support to enclose articles car 
ried on said support, said sleeve having on at least two 
consecutive outer surfaces a separate publicity mes 
sage, the said sleeve being scored along two of its longi 
tudinal edges so that on removable from the support 
said sleeve may be flattened by folding solely along said 
scored longitudinal edges, so as to form a flat publicity 
panel one side of which comprises the said two public 
ity messages, said support comprising a base on which 
said articles are carried and an upstanding lateral wall, 
said wall having vertical slots, each for accommodating 
at least one portion of each of the lateral edges of the 
panel resulting from folding of said sleeve, said edges 
serving thus for fastening the said panel on the said wall 
so that only a single message at one time will be visible 
opposite the articles carried by the support and ori 
ented so that such message can be interpreted directly 
by a viewer. 

2. Article display package according to claim 1, char 
acterized in that the said sleeve has a cross-section of 
a quadrilateral shape and that each at least two of its 
outside faces includes a publicity message, each such 
message being applied on at least one portion of a cor 
responding face so that when said panel is fastened to 
said support only a selected one of the messages may 
be visible at such time adjacent to the articles and be 
positioned in a direction making it possible for an ob 
server to interpret such one message directly. 

3. Display package according to claim 1, in which the 
said sleeve is dimensioned so that when the sleeve is 
mounted on the said support carrying the articles the 
internal surfaces of said sleeve are in direct contact 
with the said support and each one of the said articles 
carried on the support so as to effect locking of these 
articles on the said support. 

4. Display package according to claim 1, in which the 
said sleeve comprises two transverse scorings along the 
circumference of the sleeve respectively in proximity to 
the extremities of the sleeve to permit the engagement 
of the lateral edges of the panel in the respective slots. 

5. Display package according to claim 1, in which the 
Said article-carrying support comprises means provid 
ing for the maintenance of the said articles in contact 
with the said base. 

6. Display device according to claim 1, in which the 
said wall has an elevation corresponding substantially 
to that of the articles above the said base. 

7. Display package according to claim 1, in which 
Said sleeve is rectangular in transverse section. 
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