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UNITED STATES

1,565,836
PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS HERBERT WEBSTER, OF LONDON, ENGLAND.

AMMUNITION SUPPLY APPARATUS FOR

GUN TURRETS IN WHICH TWO OR MORE

GUNS ARE MOUNTED.

Application filed September 14, 1825,

T'o all whom it may concern.: :

Be it known that I, Tmomas Hrrerrr
WeBstER, of British nationality, and resid-
ing at London, England, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Am-
munition Supply Apparatus for Gun Tur-
rets in Which Two or More Guns are
Mounted, of which the following is a speci-
fication. : '

The subject of the invention is an appara-
tus adapted to receive ammunition from a
shell room or magazine and to transfer it
to each of two or more guns mounted in a
turret independently of the supply to the
other gun or guns of the turret.

Hitherto the supply of projectiles in the
hatches in the trunk of a twrret in which
two or more guns are mounted has been
effected at one level by an apparatus which
shared the supply among two or more guns,
thereby causing breaks in the stream of pro-
jectiles to any one of the guns;

The apparatus of the invention is devised
to receive the projectiles supplied by ammu-
nition hoists through hatches at two or more
levels in accordance with the number of
guns mounted in the turret, and to deliver
them to hatches in the trunk of the turret st
corresponding levels so that each gunmay be
supplied with an unbroken stream of pro-
jectiles; in other words, separate and non-
intersecting streams of projectiles are de-
livered to the several hatches in the turret
trunk.

A practical embodiment of the invention
comprises two or more independent hori-
zontal tracks in superposed relation encir-
cling the turret trunk and presenting run-
ways for series of trolleys adapted for the
carriage of projectiles, the trolleys of each
series serving to deliver projectiles to =
hatch opening into one of the turret hoists.

The superposed and independent tracks
may encircle the turret trunk to the extent
only of the arc of training of the turret.
joining devious curved tracks leading from
and to the ammunition hoists.

According to a, modification, for the super-
posed tracks with trolleys travelling thereon
there are substituted superposed rotatable
platforms, encircling the turret trunk, each
at the level of a hatch in the trunk.

Five illustrative examples of the applica-
tion of the invention are shown in the accom-
panying drawings in which Fig. 1 and Fig. 2

Serial No. 56,324.

are views of the first example in elevation
and in plan, respectively; Tig. 3 a view in
elevation of the second example; Fig. 4 and
Tig. 5 views of the third example in eleva-
tion and in plan respectively; Fig. ¢ and
Fig. 7 similar views of the fourth example,
and Fig. 8 a plan view of the fifth example,

The first example, as shown in Tigs. 1 and
2, represents the application of the invention
to a gun turret in which two guns arve
mounted. Tn this example the gun turret
trunk A is encircled by two horizontal tracks
Al B in superposed relation. The tracks
are independent of each other and on each
track there is a series of trolleys A2 Be,
adapted to receive projectiles A%, B3 from
one of two ammunition hoists At B* and to
deliver these projectiles to the correspond-
ing hatches A% B® in the turret trunk, each
of which hatches serves one of the two guns.

The example shown in Fig. 3 differs from
the first example in that the invention is
applied to a gun turret in which three guns
are mounted. In this example three inde-
pendent tracks A, B O encircle the gun
turret trunk A at different levels and each
of the series of trolleys A2 B2 (2 receives
projectiles A3 B2 5 from one of three am-
munition hoists A%, B%, C* and delivers them
to the corresponding hatch A%, or Bs or (5,

The example shown in Tigs. 4 and 5 differs
from the first example in that for the con-
veyance of projectiles there are provided
rotatable platforms A, Be which, by their
circular motion, convey the projecfiles to
their respective feeding hatches.

The example shown in Tigs. 6 and 7 dif-
fers from the first example in that the trol-
leys A2, B? are adapted to receive and con-
vey projectiles in a horizontal position in-
stead of in a vertical position.

The example shown in plan in Fig. 8
again differs from the first example in that
the tracks A, Bt partly encircling the trunk
A join more or less devious curved paths
from and to the ammunition hoists At Bt
the paths preferably entering and leaving
the partly encircled trunk in what is tech-
nically known as the dead angle 1. e., the
angle through which the hatches in the
trunk do not normally train.

It is to be understood that the invention
In its broader aspects is not limited to the
details of construction particularly de-
scribed, since many changes may be made
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in the form, arrangement and mode of op-
eration of the parts for which mechanical
equivalents may be substituted without de-
parture from the essence of the invention.

What I claim is: ‘

1. Tn ammunition supply apparatus for a
multiple-gun turret, in combination with
the turret trunk, a plurality of hatches in
said trunk at different levels, distinct and
separate paths for projectiles encircling
said trunk at the levels of said hatches and
of a number equal to the number of guns,
and independent means for delivering pro-
jectiles to said paths, whereby separate and
non-intersecting streams may pass to the
several hatches.

2. In ammunition supply apparatus for
a multiple-gun turret, in combination with
the turret trunk, a plurality of hatches in
said trunk at different levels, superposed

paths for projectiles encircling the trunk at

the levels of said hatches, and separate am-
munition hoists each leading to one of said
paths.

1,565,836

3. In ammunition supply apparatus for a
multiple-gun turret, in combination with
the turret trunk, a plurality of hatches in
said trunk at different levels, a plurality of
ammunition hoists, one individual to each
hatch and each having a terminal station,
and independent superposed tracks encir-
cling said trunk and each connecting a sta-
tion with a hatch.

4. Tn ammunition supply apparatus for a
multiple-gun turret, in combination with the
turret trunk, a plurality of hatches in said
trunk at different levels, a plurality of am-
munition hoists, one hoist to each hatch,
cach hoist terminating at the level of the
respective hatch, and, means for conveying
projectiles from said hoists to said hatches
along independent superposed paths encir-
cling said trunk each at the level of the re-
spective hatch.
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 45

name to this specification.

THOMAS HERBERT WEBSTER.




