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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT EDWARD YOUNG AND GEORGE GORDON HOLMES, OF CHRISTCHURCH, NEW
ZEALAND.

DEVICE FOR SEALING ENVELOPS.

1,058,131.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, Arserr Epwarp
Youxe and Geores Gorbon Horwmws, sub-
jects of the King of Great Britain, both re-
siding at 134 Hereford street, Christchurch,
in the Province of Canterbury and Dominion
of New Zealand, have invented a new.and
useful Improvement in Devices for Sealing

- Envelops, of which the following is a speci-
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fication.

This invention relates to means for use
in sealing envelops, its object being the pro-
vision of a simple device by means of which
this operation may be conveniently and ex-
peditiously carried out. The construction
employed in carrying this object into effect
will now be fully explained with reference
to the accompanying drawings in which :—

Figure 1.— is a perspective view of the
device, and Fig. 2.— is a longitudinal sec-
tion of the same.

1 is a horizontal surface or-table forming
a portion of the upper side of a suitable
base 2, the remaining portion of which is
covered by a flap 3 which is hinged upon
the base at 4 and is adapted when in its
lower or depressed position, to come in line
or approximately in line with the table 1.
Upon the edge of the flap 3 abutting the
edge of the table 1 is revolubly mounted a
roller 5 and a suitable spring 6 is provided
to normally maintain the said flap upward
with the lower side of its roller 5 in line
with or slightly abové the upper surface of
the table 1.

Arranged within the base 2, at a point
beneath the roller 5 is a chamber 7 contain-
ing sponge or cther suitable absorbent ma-
terial 8, the upper portion of which pro-
jects upwardly so as to come in contact with
the roller 5 when the flap 3 is depressed.
Moisture is supplied to the absorbent ma-
terial 8 from a -suitable reservoir 9 formed
in the base 2 and communicating with the
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chamber 7 through holes or perforations 10
formed through the partition 11.

The operation of the device is as fol-
lows:—The envelop is laid upon the table
with its flap outspread and its gummed side
downward. In this position 1t is caused
to slide along, by the hand of the operator
with its flap forward until the latter passes
beneath the roller. The flap 8 is then de-
pressed so that the main portion of the
envelop passes above the roller and slides
along the upper surface of the flap 3, which
action causes the flap of the envelop to be
withdrawn from beneath the roller and
folded back upon the envelop in the required
manner while the gummed portion in pass-
ing out from beneath the roller, when the
latter is depressed, comes in contact with
the absorbent material which moistens it
and so prepares it for sealing.

We claim:

In an article of the class described, in
combination, a table mounted upon a suitable
base, a flap hinged at its outer edge upon
said base and adapted to be depressed so
that its upper surface will be approximately
in line with the upper surface of said table
and form a continuation thereof, a roller
revolubly mounted along the free edge of said
flap which is adjacent to said table, a spring
adapted to maintain said flap in a raised
position with the underside of its roller in

line with or above the upper surface of said .

table, and a moistening device arranged in
said base so as to be engaged by said roller
when the flap is depressed, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth. '
In witness whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in the presence of two witnesses.
ALBERT EDWARD YOUNG.
GEORGE GORDON HOLMES.
Witnesses:
Prrey Ricumonp Crimie,
Cyrir. CarLYN CoATES.

- (
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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