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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK. S. PINK 

HAM, of Everett, county of Middlesex, State 
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve 
ment in Clasps for Smocking Cloth, of which 
the following description, in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, is a specifica 

representing like parts. 
This invention has for its object to con 

struct a clasp to be used in smocking cloth for 
casket linings and other purposes. 
In accordance with this invention the clasp 

consists of a piece or strip of pliable wire, 
rectangular or other shape in cross section, 
bent at or about the middle to form a V 
shaped central portion adapted to enter be 
tween the folded edges of the cloth to be 
smocked, and also bent near each end in 
opposite directions, said bent or overturned 
portions co-operating with the upper ends of 
the V-shaped portion to form hooks or clamps 
to nip the adjacent folded edges, and there 
by permanently hold the cloth folded. The 
hooks or clamps upon the ends of the V 
shaped central portion, when secured to the 
cloth, may be separated from each other if 
desired for a short distance by widening or 
opening said V-shaped central portion. 

Figure 1, shows an enlarged side view of 
a clasp embodying this invention; Fig. 2, a 
similar view showing the hooks or clamps at 
the ends, nipping the folded edges of the 
cloth, and Fig. 3, a cross section of a piece of 
cloth shown in Fig. 2, taken on the dotted 
line ac-ac. 
The clasp consists of a piece of pliable wire 

of any suitable shape in cross section, bent at 
or about the middle at 2, to form a V-shaped 
central portion a, and also bent near each 
end as at 3, in the opposite direction so that 
the bent or overturned endsb,b, when pressed 
toward the upper ends of the V-shaped cen 
tral portions nip and thereby firmly hold the 
material which may be placed in the clamps 
thus formed. Two adjacent folded edges of 
the cloth to be smocked are placed in the 

clamps thus formed upon the ends of the V. 
shaped portion a, as shown in Figs, 2 and 3, 
said V-shaped portion entering between said 5o 
folded edges, after which said clamps are 
compressed by any suitable implement or 
device thereby firmly nipping said folded 
edges, and permanently holding the cloth. . 
folded. The folded edges may then be slightly 55 
separated if desired, the central V-shaped 
portion of the clasp gaping open or widening. 
The material of which the claspis composed 

is sufficiently pliable to enable it to be easily 
bent, yet sufficiently stiff to retain whatever 6o 
position it may be made to assume. 
This form of clasp is easily made, and if 

not desired to separate the hooks or clamps, 
quite stiff material may be used, and instead 
of making the central connecting portion V-65 
shaped it may be otherwise formed. 
This form of clasp is easily applied to the 

cloth, and as it effectually nips the folded 
edges, it permanently holds the cloth folded, 
and the V-shaped central portion, in addition to 
to serving as a connection for the clamps, 
may when made of suitable material, be ex 
panded, and when said clasps are applied to 
the back side of the cloth, they are concealed 
from the opposite or face side, being there- 75 
fore especially adapted for the purposes de 
scribed. 

I claim 
The clasp for smocking cloth herein de 

scribed consisting of a pliable metallic strip 
having the V-shaped portion a, adapted to 
enter between two folded edges of the cloth, 
and having overturned ends b, b, which co 
operate with the upper ends of said V-shaped 
portion to nip said folded edges, and thereby 
permanently hold the material folded, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FREDERICK S. PINKEIAM. 
Witnesses: 

BERNICE. J. No YES, 
LUCY F. GRAVES. 


