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(57) Abstract: An audio reproduction system substantially fits the dynamic range of recorded and broadcast music (or other type
of audio content) into a desired output dynamic range, bounded by the available dynamic range of the listening environment. In
some scenarios the output dynamic range may be defined as a function of the ambient noise level present in the environment and
the maximum output capabilities of audio system. A listener may adjust the desired prominence of the program with a user con-
trol, with foreground (louder and more dynamic) as one extreme and background (quieter and less dynamic) as the other extreme.
A control to adjust prominence, when used to provide background reproduction, may reduce the average volume of a reproduced
signal and fit the input signal dynamic range into a suitably smaller but desired output signal dynamic range.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multipie (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-5, 10-14

a method of adjusting a dynamic range of an audio signal
with user specified inputs

1.1. claim: 4

a method of adjusting a dynamic range of an audio signal,
the minimum Tevel is based on the level of ambient noise

1.2. claim: 5

a method of adjusting a dynamic range of an audio signal,
the input signal is sp]it into frequency bands

2. claims: 6-9

a method of adjusting a dynamic range of an audio signal,
the input signal is split into frequency bands; the gain
applied to a frequency band is adjusted by a feedback signal
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