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My invention relates to an improvement 
in shopping bags, wherein it is desired to 
provide a shopping bag which will be at 
tractive to the eye, easily handled, of sturdy 

5 structure, and convenient for use. 
It is my object to provide a bag which will . 

enable the shopper to have both hands free 
while at the same time carrying articles. My 
bag is adapted to be carried over the forearm 

10 by means of an integral strap handle. Such 
a handle permits comparatively heavy arti 
cles to be carried in my bag with ease and 
comfort, and lightens the task of shopping. 

It is my purpose to provide a bag con 
l6 structed along very graceful lines which will 

be an attractive as well as useful means for carrying articles. My bag is designed to be 
made of leather, imitation leather, or other 
suitable material which will present a neat 

20 and finished appearance. 
My object is to provide a bag which may 

be folded flat into a compact state, so that 
it may be easily packed one upon another 
to form bundles for shipment or transporta 
tion. My bag may also be folded up and 
carried in the hand or slipped into a pocket 
until needed. . . . s 
My purpose is to provide a shopping bag 

which is simple and inexpensive, and yet 
so which may be used to carry a number of ar 

ticles of various sizes and shapes. 
more, the design is such that my bag, with 
reasonable care, should not be easily torn or ruptured, and should not wear out quickly, 
but should last indefinitely. The integral 
carrying handle provides a structure which 
will support considerably more weight than 
may usually be placed in an ordinary type 
of shopping bag without danger of having 
the bagrip or tear apart. - - - 

Further objects and novel features of my 
invention will become apparent during the 
course of the following specification and 

5 claim. In the drawings forming a part of this 
specification: 

35 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my shop 
ping bag in folded or flat position. 

50 Figure 2 is a perspective view of my shop 

Further 

ping bag in position to be carried over the . 
a. 

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic view of my 
pattern of the material forming the body por 
tions and handle portion of my bag. 55 
My shopping bag A is formed of but two 

main parts, a body portion 10 and a bottom 
portion. This provides a very simple con 
Struction which may be inexpensively manu 
factured and sold, and also causes the bag 60 
to be stronger than would be the case if the . . 
bag were formed of a number of smaller pieces and secured together. 
The body portion 10 is formed of a portion 

12 adapted to act as a side wall of the bag, and G5 
which merges into the end portions 13. The 
one piece body portion is formed asillustrated 
in Figure 3 of the drawings. The side wall 
portion 12 tapers into a comparatively nar 
row strap portion 14, which in turn tapers 70 
outwardly again to form a second sidewall 
RE 12 of the same size and shape as the irst sidewallportion12. Thus I have a pair 
of identical side wall portions 12 connected 
by a strap portion 14. The edges 15 of the 75 
end portions 13 are sewed to form a seam 16, C. 
or are otherwise secured together to form a 
firm connection between the two ends of the 
body portion 10. - 
A bottom piece 17 in the form of an elon- 80 

gated Oval or ellipse is secured to the lower ... 
edges 18 of the body portion 10 which are 
preferably rounded somewhat asisillustrated 
in the drawings. This bottom member 17 is 
preferably creased along its longitudinal cen- 85 
ter 19. Thus when nothing is contained 
Within the bag, it may be stretched flat, the 
side Walls 12 on opposite sides to the bag A 
being adjacent one another, and the end por 
tions 13 forming a part of the side walls. 90 
When in the folded position, the bottom 17 
is folded inwardly, as is shown by the dotted 
lines in Figure 1. The bag may also be made 
without the bottom piece No. i7 by securing 
the side members together along the bottom 95 
and side edges. '... -- 

Beginning at the seam 16 on either side of 
my bag A, the ends 18, and sides 12 are grad 
ually tapered in a graceful curve to form the 
integral strap 14. The edges 20 along this 100 
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top tapered portion and the strap 14 may be 
hemmed to provide a neat edge, and to form 
a strong reinforced opening. 

It is apparent that when my bag is not 
being used to carry or contain articles, it may 
be flattened as illustrated in Figure 1 and eas 
ily folded or rolled into a small compact state 

O 
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so that it may be easily carried by the hand 
or slipped into a pocket until used. It may 
also be readily seen that in the flat state my 
bag may be readily packed, one upon another, 
for shipment or transportation, without the 
loss of space. These advantages over shop 
ping bags designed heretofore are apparent. 
In actual use, my bag is preferably carried 

with the handle portion 14 looped over the 
forearm of the carrier leaving both hands 
free. The handle of my bag may also be car 
ried in the hand if it is so desired. 
In accordance with the Patent Offic 

statutes, I have described the principles of ... 
operation of my handle E"; bag, and have enumerated the principal features of 
this bag, and while I have endeavored to illus 
trate: the best embodiment thereof, I desire 
to have it understood that the same is only 
illustrative of a means of carrying out my 
invention, and that obvious changes may be 
made within the scope of the following claim 

30 without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention. - - 
I claim: 
A. collapsible shopping bag including a 

pair of side members secured together along 
their vertical edges, an integral strap handle 
member, and an elliptical bottom member 
secured to said side members, creased along its 
longitudinal center to allow the bottom mem 
ber to fold together and the entire bag to lie substantially flat. 
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