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SWIMMING BELT.
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To all whom it maly concern: -

Be it known that we, Josepr MAaRENGO
and Avcusr MaruNco, citizens of ‘the
United States, residing at Stockton, county
of San Joaquin, State ‘of California, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Swimming Belts; and we do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, ahd
exact description of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanyiiig drawings, and
to the characters of reference marked there-
on, which form'a part of this application.

This invention relates to improvements
in aids to swimming, being particularly
intended for beginners, the principal object
being to provide a buoyant belt so construct-
ed that the wearer will be supported in the
natural swimming position, that is, lying on
his stomach in the water.

‘Amnother object is to provide a device of
this character which may be easily and
quickly put on by the wearer, and when
once so applied, cannot slip off, thus giving
the wearer a feeling of absolute protection
and security while in the water.

A further object of the invention is to
construct the belt in such a manner that
while, as stated, it will adequately support
the wearer, it will not interfere in the slight-
est with the freedom of movement of. his
arms and legs, so that the entire efforts of
a beginner in the swimming art may be con-
centrated on acquiring the proper move-
ments or strokes of the arms and legs, rather
than in merely keeping himself afloat.

A still further object is to provide a
belt which may be readily folded up, and
which will then occupy but a minimum of
space, and will, either when folded or in
use, weigh but very little, so that the user
will not be tired either in transporting or
wearing the belt.

Apart from its advantages for the purpose
above stated, the belt will also serve as an
adequate life preserver in case of need, since
as stated, it ordinarily occupies but little
space, may be quickly put on, and will
support the wearer for an indefinite period.

A further object of the invention is to
produce a simple and inexpensive device and
vet one which will be exceedingly effective
for the purposes for which it is designed.

These objects I accomplish by means of
such structure and relative arrangement of
parts zs will fully appear by a perusal
of the following specification and claims.

Fig. 1 is a fanciful front outline of a
mian, showing our-belt-as worn.

Fig: 21is asimilar rear view.

-Fig. 3-is a perspective view of the belt
detached, and with the shoulder straps- re-
moved.

Fig. 4 is a cross section of the belt taken
on'a line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

TReferring now more particularly to the
characters of reference on the drawings, the
numeral 1 ‘denotes a length of non-stretch-
able belting of suitable width and prefer-
ably-made of canvas or some similar ma-

térial. - Projecting from each end of the

member 1 are extensions 2 of equal length
and made of some elastic material such as
that used in the manufacture of suspenders
and the like, which are arranged to overlap
somewhat at their free ends and are there
provided “with a co-operating -and quick-
fastening catch or hook member 3. The
members 1 and 2 together are intended to be
placed about the body of the wearer, a suit-
able distance above the waist and below the
arm pits, and with the member 1 in the back.

Shoulder strap members 4, also prefer-
ably of elastic material, are fastened to the
back member 1, being adapted to be passed
over the shoulders of the wearer and to be
fastened to the front belt portions 2 by
catches 5 similar to the catch 3. These straps
may however be omitted, as shown in
Fig. 8.

Permanently secured to and on the outside
of the piece 1 s an air chamber 6, made of a
fine quality of rubber, so as to hold air for
an indefinite period without leaking, and
yet be capable of folding or being doubled
up into a small space without damage, and
to conform to the body of the wearer when
in use.

An air valve 7 of any ordinary character
is fitted into this chamber, so that air under
compression may readily be admitted thereto
when desired, and as readily permitted to
escape.

By reason of the inflexible portion of the
belt to which the air chamber is fitted, the
filling of the chamber with compressed air,
tending to stretch the same, has no such
effect on the belt itself, the chamber-walls
being thus only capable of expansion, trans-
versely rather than longitudinally.

In this way, the belt will always fit the
wearer, regardless of the air pressure in the
chamber, and the ends of the latter can thus
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never extend to interfere with the arm move-
ments of the swimmer. '

The belt is intended primarily to be worn
as illustrated, so as to support the wearer
in the natural swimming position. = Those
desiring to do so however, may place the
belt on in the reverse manner, in which ‘case
they will be supported in the. position as-
sumed by those who are “floating”—that is,
face upwardly.

Tt is evident of course that to suit all con--

ditions, various lengths of belt and size of air
chambers will have to be provided, but on
account of the elastic extensicns 2, one sized
belt may fit several persons of somewhat
different build. Or if desired, one of the
members 2, and the shoulder straps, may
have slip-buckles, such as are employed on
suspenders and garters.

- The valve 7 1s especially intended to be

-used- in connection with a hand pump, bul
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in the event that a pump is not carried or
handy, and it is desired to -inflate: the
chamber quickly, as in cases of ship wreck or
other emergency, we provide an additional
mouth-valve 72, by means of which air may
be- forced into the chamber by the lung-
power of the operator.

From the foregoing description it will be
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readily seen that we have produced such a
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device as substantially fulfills the objects of

the invention as set forth herein.
While this specification -sets forth in de-

tail the present and preferred construetion.
of the device,still in practice such deviations-

from such detail may be resorted to as do
not form a departure from the spirit of the
invention, as defined by the appended: claim.

Having thus described our invention, what
we_claim as new and useful and desire to
secure. by Letters Patent, is:— ,

A swimming belt having its end portions
of elastic material but the portion therebe-
tween of non-elastic material, said ends hav-
ing co-operative fastening means, and a pli-
able dir chamber member adapted to receive
air under compression mounted on the ron-
elastic portion of the belt, whereby when
placed about the body of the wearer the belt
will ‘accommodate itself to different sizes of
bodies but the filling of the air chamber with
compressed air will not cause a lengtliening
of the belt. BRI A

tures.

JOSEPH MARENGO.
AUGUST MARENGO.
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In testimony whereof we affix our signa- -



