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This invention relates to hair dressing in 
plements and more particularly to a device 
similar to a curling iron and by means of 
which hair may be crimped to form an ini 

stiai or any other desired character. 
One object of the invention is to provide 

a device for crimping the hair and forming 
an initial which may be heated by electricity 
and further to allow the portions which form 
the letters or other characters to be detached 
and others substituted so that any initial or 
character desired may be used. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character which is silia 
pie in its construction and very easy to oper 
ate. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, wherein 
Figure i is a perspective view showing an 

initial formed in a girl's hair by means of 
the improved device, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the im proved implement, 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken longitudi 

naily through the implement, 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2, and 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view 

taken on the line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 
This improved implement resembles a curl 

ing iron and is provided Yith a handle 1 
formed of wood, hard rubber or any other 
heat, insulating material. The handle is 
formed with a longitudinally extending bore 
through which is passed a two-wire electric 
cord 2 having a terminal plug 3 at its outer 
end. A hollow shank 4 projects forwardly 
from the handle and has its forward portion 
internally thickened to form a socket 5 which 
tapers inwardly. The electric cord extends 
through the handle and into the hollow 
shank, as shown in Fig. 3, and at its forward 
end has one of its wires 6 secured to a tel 
minal 7 which is insulated from the walls of 
the shank, as shown at 8, and the other wire 
of the cord is grounded similar to the man 
her in which the second wire of an electric 
light socket is grounded. A lever 9 extends 
longitudinally of the handle and shank and 
is mounted for Swinging movement toward 
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and away from the shank and yieldably held 
in the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3. In 
the foim illustrated the lever is provided 
with side extensions or wings 10 which en 
gage opposite sides of the shank and a strip 
of resilient metal which is folded interme 
diate its ends has one arm 11 bound against 
the shank by a clip 12 and bent to provide a 
laici) i3 which grips the ferrule at the for 
w: I'd end of the handle and releasably re 
ains the handle upon the shank. Therefore, 
iie handie may be removed from the shank 
when repair's are necessary. The other arm 
14 of the resilient strip constitutes a spring 
which extends beneath and bears against the 
lever to yieldably retain the lever in its nor 
mal position. it will be readily seen that, 
when the handle is gripped in a hand and 
the thumb engaged upon the pad 15 of insu 
lating material which is fixed upon the han 
die of the lever by a rivet 16 which also serves 
to secure tie rear end of the spring 14 to the 
lever, the forward end portion of the lever 
will be swung away from the shank. There 
fore, the device may be held and operated 
similar to the manner in which a curling iron is operated. 
In Order to crimp the hair and form an 

initial or other character 17, there has been 
Fovided companion dies 18 and 19 which 

may be letters of the alphabet as illustrated 
or of the proper shape to form emblems or 
fancy characters. The die 18 is provided 
With a shank 20 which is arcuate in cross sec 
tion. So that it fits snugly about the shank 21 
of the die 19 and all portions of the die 18 
are similarly shaped in order that they may 
have proper engagement with the corre 
sponding portions of the die 19 but the spe 
cific shape of the dies and their shanks in 
cross Section may be varied if found desir 
able. The forward portion of the lever 9 is 
formed with a socket 22 to receive the rear 
end of the shank 20 and a set screw 23 is em 
loyed to securely but releasably retain the 

shank within the socket. Therefore, a die 18 
of a selected character or initial may be con 
nected with the lever and firmly held in en 
gagement therewith while in use. The shank 
21 of the companion die 19 terminates in a 
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head 24 which tapers rearwardly toward its 
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free end and adapted to have wedging fit into 
the socket 5 of the shank where it is releasably 
Secured by a set screw 25. It will, therefore, 
be seen that both of the dies may be firmly 
connected with the level and shank which 
carry them but may be easily removed and 
others substituted. A heating coil 26 of a 
conventional construction used in curling 
irons extends through the die 19 and its shank 
and at the rear end of the head 24 is provided 
With a contact, 27 to bear against the forward 
end of the contact 7. . . . . . . 
When this implement is in use, dies to form 

the desired initial, emblem or other character 
are fixed in the socket of the shank and lever 
and the plug 3 engaged with a coliepanion 
outlet plug. The current passing through 
the wires of the cord 2 passes through the 
heating coil 26 of the die 19 and causes this 
die to be heated to the proper tenperature. 
After the hair has been combed the die 19 is 

the die 18 swung slid beneath the hair with 
away from the die 19 by pressing upon the 
button 15 and pressure upon the button is 
then released so that the spring 14 may act. 
against the lever and Swing the die 18 to 
wards the die 19 until the hair is firmly 
gripped between the two dies. The heat and 
pressure will cause the hair to be crimped and 
after the hair has been engaged between the 
two dies a sufficient length of time the die 18, 9. 1-1 - 4. panion members movable towards and away is again swung away from the die 19 and the 
die 19 drawn out of the hair. The pressure 
and heat will have caused the hair to remain 
in the crimped condition and when the de 
vice is removed the initial or other character 
will be displayed, as shown at 17 in Fig. 1. 

40 
It should be noted that since the socket 5 

and head 24 are rectangular in cross section 
and the Socket 22 and shank 20 are arcuate 
the two dies will be held against turning in 
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their sockets and retained in position to prop 
erly engage each other. It should also be 
noted that since the shank 21 is bent, as shown 
at 28, it is offset with respect to the head 24 
and disposed in proper position for flat con 
tact with the shank 20. Therefore, the two 
dies will properly engage each other. - 
Having thus described the invention, we 

claim: . - 
1. A hair dressing implement comprising 

a handle, a lever movable towards and away 
from said handle, and complementary dies 
each having a surface conforming to the gen 
eral outline of a predetermined character 
and a shank, the shanks being removably en 
gaged one with the handle and the other with 
the lever, and means for moving the dies to 
wards each other whereby hair gripped be 
tween the dies will be set and retain the form 
of the character when released from between 
the dies. 

2. A hair dressing implement comprising a 
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handle, a lever, a spring yieldably resisting 
movement of the lever away from the handle, and complementary dies each having a sur 
face conforming to the general outline of a 
predetermined character and a shank, the 
shanks of the dies being removably engaged 
one with the handle and the other with the 
liever, one die being formed of heat-retain 
ing material whereby hair gripped between 
the dies may be set by heat and retain the 
form of the character, when released from be 
tween the dies. - - 
3.A. hair dressing implement comprising a 

handle, a lever movable towards and away 
from Said handle complementary dies each 
having a portion conforming to the general 
contour of a predetermined character and a 
shank, the lever and handle having their for 
ward ends formed with sockets removably 
receiving the shanks of said dies, means to 
releasably secure the shanks in the sockets, 
and means for urging the dies towards each 
other whereby hair gripped between the dies 
will be set and retain the form of the char 
acter when released from the dies. 

4. A hair dressing implement comprising 
complementary dies, each having ashank and a hair-engaging portion conforming to the 
general outline of a predetermined character, 
and means for mounting said dies for move 
ment into and out of the hair-gripping posi 
tion, said mounting means consisting of com 
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from each other and the shanks of the dies 
being slidable into and out of engagement 
with said members. . - 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures. 

ARNOLD BERTELSEN. 
EMMA V. BERTELSEN. 
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