
Nov. 6, 1928. 1,690,942 E. ODELL 
OBSTETRICAL INSTRUMENT 
Filed Feb. 3, 1928 

INVENTOR 
AzoWIA Ozozzz, 

e?" Wall ré. 
ATTORNEY 

  



Patented Nov. 6, 1928. 

UNITED STATES 
1,690,942 

PATENT OFFICE. 
EDWIN ODELL, OF CENTRAL CITY, NEBRASKA. 

oBSTETRICAL INSTRUMENT. 
Application filed February 3, 1928. Serial No. 251,676. 

My invention relates to obstetrical devices 
and more particularly to improvements in 
my prior Patent 1,614,679, January 18, 1927. 
With the device disclosed in the above iden 

5 tified patent, it is necessary to exert strain 
upon the gripping tapes with one hand while 
the separable handle members are held in the 
other hand. It is therefore an object of this 
invention to provide an obstetrical device 

10 which, after being adjusted to the infant's 
head, may be manipulated with one hand to 
draw the infant from its mother. 

Further the invention provides an obstetri 
cal device embodying a pair of separable han 

15 dle members and a flexible loop which is ad 
justable relative to the handle members. So as to be correctly positioned about the object 
and subsequently maintained under tension 
incident to the outward pull on the handle 20 members. 
The invention also provides an obstetrical 

instrument having a slidable finger engaging 
element to which the ends of the loop are at 
tached so that the loop may be tensioned 

25 about the object and maintained in this con 
dition by sliding the finger engaging element 
relative to the handle members. 
With the preceding and other objects and 

advantages in mind, the invention consists 
30 in the novel combination of elements, con 

35. 

and illustrated 
structions and arrangement of parts to be 
hereinafter specifically referred to, claimed 

in the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective of the invention in operative position; 
Figure 2 is a top plan view with the head 

embracing loop removed; 
40 
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Figure 3 is a perspective of one of the han 
dle members being placed in operative posi 
tion; - - 

Figure 4 is a transverse section taken on 
line 4-4 of Figure 2; 
Figure 5 is a similar view taken on line 

5-5 of Figure 1; and 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective of a 

modification of the invention. 
Referring to the invention in detail a pair 

of separable parallel handle members 5 and 
it 6, having oppositely curved arms. formed at 

one end and terminating in eyes S, is provided. 
When in operative position the handle mem 
bers are arranged with the arms 7 in opposed 
relation and the eyes in transverse alinement. 

65. In practice the handle members will be con 

employed. 

rectangular body. 

structed from metal having a slight resiliency 
So that the arms can yield laterally. 
At its opposite end one of the handle mem 

bers carries a knob or spherical element 9 
adapted to be engaged by the palm of the op 

operation. A rectangular opening 10 is pro 
vided in the inner face of the spherical ele 
Of the handle member 6, as illustrated in 
Figure 2. . . . . . 
In order to grip the infant’s head, a flexible adjustable loop 11 is provided and cooperates 

with the handle members. The loop is 
formed from textile tapes 12 arranged in su 
perimposed relation with their longitudinal 
edges stitched together, as at 13. Tapes or . 
strings 14 are secured to the ends of the loop 
and in practice are threaded through the 
eyes 8 and extended rearwardly and attached 
to the handle members. In order to hold the . . . . loop against buckling transversely longitudi 

60 
erator's hand during the extraction or pulling. 

ment 9 for the reception of the adjacent end 
65 
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5 

nally extending inserts 15 are sewed between 
the tapes 12 at diametrically opposite points 
of the loop. These inserts are preferably 
formed from celluloid but any other material possessing the necessary flexibility may be 

For the purpose of drawing the loop taut or 
into gripping engagement with the infant's 
head, a finger engaging element 16 slidable on 
the handle member 6 is provided, to which 
the ends of the tapes or strings 14 are adapt 

80 
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ed to be attached. The finger engaging ele 
ment consists of a rectangular body 17 hav 
ing a dovetail groove 18 in one face which 
slidably receives the handle member 6, the 

90. 

latter being shaped cross-sectionally, as at . 
19, from its outer end to a point intermediate 
its ends to conform to the dovetail recess. 
Oppositely extending rounded extensions 20, 
extending at right angles to the handle men 
ber 6, project from the opposite ends of the 

In the modification disclosed in Figure 6 
the handle members are stamped from rela 
tively light and wide gage metal. In this 
instance a rectangular sleeve 21 provided 
with a head 22 at one end is received on 
and attached to the outer end of the handle 
member 5, and receives, the outer end of the 
other handle member 6 as illustrated. The 
body 17 of the finger engaging member is 
slidable on the handle member 5 and is formed with oppositely extending lugs 23 at 
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its ends which lie within longitudinal re 
cesses 24 provided in the opposite edges of the 
handle member 6. It will be observed that 
the movement of the handle member is lim 
lied by the engagement of the lugs 23 with the 
end walls of the recesses 24. - 

In use one of the tapes or strings 14 is . 
threaded through the eye of the handle mem 
her 5 and extended rearwardly along the 
handle member and the loop brought rear 
wardly along the opposite face of the handie 
member and held against movement, as ilus. 
trated in Figure 3. With the loop thus posi 
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tioned the handle member is inserted to op 
ei'ative position and the other tape or string 
inserted through the eye of the member 6 
which is now inserted into operative position 
and engaged with the spherical element 9. 
The loop being now disposed between the 
arms is engaged around the infant's head 
either by means of the human hand or a suit 
able surgical instrument. The strings or 
tapes are then wrapped about the finger en 
Caging member to secure the loop against 
displacement. With the knob or spherical 
element placed against the palm of the oper 
ator's hand and the loop tensioned, by exert 
ing manual strain upon the finger engaging 
element, the device is drawn outwardly. 
What is claimed is:- - - 
1. In an obstetrical instrument, a pair of 

separable handle members arranged in op 
posed relation and having oppositely curved 
Films at one end, a flexible loop adjustable be 
tween the arms and slidably connected there 
with and means associated with the handle 
members for maintaining tension on the loop. 

2. In an obstetrical device, a pair of detach 
ably connected handle members arranged in 
parallel relation and having their forward 
ends offset, a flexible human head embracing 
loop between the offset ends and slidably con 
nected there with, and a finger engaging ele 
ment slidable on one of the handle members 
with which the loop is adapted to be connected 
whereby the latter may be maintained under 
tension upon movement of the finger engag 
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ing element in an outward direction. 
3. In an obstetrical device, a pair of de 

tachably connected handle members arranged 
in parallel relation and having their forward 
ends offset, a flexible human head embracing 
loop between the offset ends and slidably con 
nected there with, a finger engaging element 
slidable on one of the handle meinbers with 
which the loop is adapted to be connected 
whereby the latter may be maintained under 
tension upon movement of the finger engaging 
^lement in an outward direction, and pliable 
inserts carried by the loop to prevent the 
latter from buckling transversely. 

4. In an obstetrical device, a pair of paral 

1,690,942 

lel handle members, a loop slidably connected 
with the adjacent ends of the handle members, 
tapes carried by the ends of the loop, and a 
tensioning finger grip associated with the 
handle members and engaged by the tapes to 
maintain the same under tension. 

5. in an obstetrical device, a pair of paral 
lel handle members, a loop slidably connected 
with the adjacent ends of the handle mem 
bers, tapes carried by the ends of the loop, 
and a longitudinally shiftable element to 
which the tapes are anchored and adapted to 
be shifted in a learward direction to tension 
the loop abolit the object. 

6. In a device of the character described, a 
pair of detachably connected parallel handle 
members having curved extensions at their 
forward ends, a loop formed of flat textile 
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tape adjustable between the extensions and 
slidably connected there with, and a tensioning 
finger grip on one of the handle members and 
engageable with the ends of the loop to main 
tain the latter under tension. - 

7. In a device of the character described, a 
85 

pair of detachably connected parallel handle 
members having curved extensions at their 
forward ends, a loop formed of flat textile tape adjustable between the extensions and 90 
slidably connected therewith, a tensioning 
finger grip. On one of the handle members and 
engageable with the ends of the loop to main 
tain the latter under tension, and pliable in 
Serts enclosed in the tapes forming the loop 
to prevent such tapes from buckling trans. 
versely. 

8. In a 

gaging member carried by one end of one of 
the handle members and having a recess to 
receive the adjacent end of the other handle 
member, and a textile loop slidably connected 
with the opposite ends of the handle member, 
and a tensioning finger grip engageable with 
the ends of the loop. 

9. In a device of the character described, a 
pair of coacting handle members, a hand en 
gaging member carried by one end of one of 
the handle members and having a recess to 
receive the adjacent end of the other handle 
member, a textile loop slidably connected with 
the opposite ends of the handle member, a 
body having a groove in one face slidably re 
ceiving one of the handle membe's, and oppo 
sitely extending finger engaging elements car. 
lied by the body to which the ends of the loop 
are adapted to be attached so that upon love 
ment of the finger engaging elements in a 
rearward direction the loop will be placed 
under tension. . . 

Signed at Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, this 1st day of February, 1928. 

. . . EDWN ODE.I. 
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device of the character described, a 
pair of coacting handle members, a hand en 100 

OS 

110 

15 

120 

  


