
April 24, 1934. H. REYNOLOS 1,955,769 
DISPLAY DEWICE 

Filed Aug. 22, 1931 
  



20 

2 5 

Patented Apr. 24, 1934 

UNITED STATES 

1,955,769 

PATENT OFFICE 
1,955,69 

ADISPLAY DEVICE 

Henry Reynolds, Lorabard, E., assignor to Ameri 
can Can Company, New York, N. Y., a corpora 
tion of New Jersey 

Application August 22, 1931, serial No. 558,776 
5 (Caims. 

The present invention relates to collapsible dis 
play Stands and has for its object the improve 
ment and simplification of their construction 
particularly the improvement in locking means 
for holding Such stands in open display position. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is the provision of a display stand for the recep 
tion of articles which are arranged on shelves of 
tha Stand, these shelves being so connected one 
With the other and so interlocked as to be rigidly 
held when in display position but also being 
collapsible into folded shipping position with the 
parts occupying a minimum amount of space. 
Numerous other objects of the invention will 

be apparent as it is better understood from the 
following description, which, taken in connection 
With the accompanying drawing, discloses a 
preferred embodiment thereof. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a display stand 

enabodying the present invention; - 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragineintairy detail in per 

spective showing a portion of one of the side walls 
of the upper shelf; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged transverse sectional detail 
through the shelving, parts being broken away, 
the VieW illustrating One side of each of the two 
upper sheiwes aind a part of the locking arra for 
holding the shelves in display position; and 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the display stand 
in its folded or collapsed position. 
There is disclosed in the drawing as a preferred 

form, a display stand comprising three parallel 
sheet metai shelves So connected by parallel links 
as to be movable into open display position or into 
coliapsed folded position. This display stand is 
provided with locking members for holding the 
shelves either in Open or in collapsed position. 
The open position affords accessibility to articles 
placed on the shelves and also permits advertise 
inent of the same. 

Beni, sheet inetal shelves are preferably used, 
these comprising an upper shelf i1, an inter 
mediate sileif i2 and a lower Shelf 13, each of 
the shelves being provided with a front Wall 14 
and side walls 15 formed by bending the netal 
of the respective shelves upwardly at right angles. 
Parallel links are pivotally connected to the re 
spective shelves, there being provided for this 
purpose several pairs of links. A pair of short 
inks 12 are disposed on opposite sides being piv 
oted at 18 to the side Walls 15 of the middle shelf 
12 and at 19 to side Walls of the upper shelf 11. 
A seceid pair of Short links 21 are also similarly 

arranged being pivoted at 22 to the side walls of 

(C. 2:1-30) 
the middle shelf and at 23 to the side Walls of 
the bottom shelf. A pair of longer links 25 are 
also provided, these being disposed between the 
tWO pai's of short links 17, 21 and being pivotally 
connected on opposite sides at 26 to the side walls 60 
of the ugger shelf, at 27 to the side walls of the 
middle shelf and at 28 to the side Walls of the 
lower shelf. These two links 25 are preferably ex 
tended downward to form legs and are connected 
together at their lower ends by a foot strap 29 65 
which foris a support for the display stand when 
it is in open position. 
As clearly illustrated in Fig. 1, the pivot con 

nections between the links 17, 25, 21 and the 
shelves 11, 12, 13 are so located as to form ele- 0 
Inents of parallelograms, the links maintaining 
parallelisin between the shelves While permitting 
movement to the open display position, illustrated 
in this figure, from the collapsed folded position, 
illustrated in Fig. 4 and vice versa. 

in open position the forward edge 14 of the 
Shelf 13 rests upon the counter or other support 
used for the stand and cooperates with the foot 
part 29 to hold the display stand for display 
pUripOSes. 

Provision is made for locking the shelves in 
their open display position, this feature compris 
ing a pair of Spaced locking arms 35 disposed 
On opposite sides of the upper and middle shelves 
1, 12. Each arm 35 is pivotally mounted on the 
Side Wall of the shelf i2 at its pivot connection 
18 and in display position extends upwardly be 
yond the upper shelf 11. A head plate 36 is used 
as a connection between the upper ends of the 
arms 35. This plate preferably has a smooth 
face on which suitable advertising or other legend 
may be applied. - 
This plate 36, at its sides and at its bottom 

edges, is flanged or bent into side walls 37 and 
a, bottom skirt 33. The side walls provided the 
connecting surfaces for the upper ends of the 
arms and rivets 39 secure these parts together. 
The airins 35 are disposed outside of the links 17 
and may be offset at 40 (Fig. 3) to clear the 
upper edges of these links when the stand is 
folded. 

Each arr 35 carries a locking rivet 41 which 
is adapted to engage Within a slot 42 (Figs. 1. 
and 2) formed in the adjacent side Wall 15 of 
the upper shelf. This slot 42 terminates in a 
circular Wall forming a pocket 43 and permits 
locking engagement with its rivet 41 when the 
display stand is in its open display position. 
The seating of the rivet 41 in its pocket 43, 

as just described, effects a rigid holding system 
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between all of the various shelves of the stand 
and allows considerable weight to be imposed 
upon the shelves without in any Way disturbing 
their stationary positions. In its collapsed posi 
tion (Fig. 4) the rivets 41 are no longer in the 
slots 42 but rest, at such times, in other slots 45 
also cut in the side walls 15 of the upper shelf. 
This interengagement between slot and rivet has 
the effect of loosely holding the parts of the 
folded staind in collapsed position. In Such posi 
tion the flange 38 of the head 36 strikes against 
the upper edges of the side Walls 15 of the upper 
shelf 11 and prevents any Scratching of the face 
of the head. 

It is thought that the invention and many of 
its attendant advantages Will be understood from 
the foregoing description and it will be apparent 
that various changes may be made in the form, 
construction and arrangement of the parts, with 
out departing from the Spirt and scope of the 
invention or sacrificing all of its naterial advan 
tages, the form hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 
I claim: 
1. A folding display stand comprising a plu 

rality of shelves, longer and shorter pairs of par 
allel links pivotally connected to said shelves, the 
longer pair being interimediate the shorter pairs, 
for maintaining then in parallelism while the 
stand is collapsed into folded position or While 
it is opened into display position, and locking 
arrins arranged at an angle to said links and pivot 
ally connected with one of Said shelves and carry 
ing locking rivets engaging into slots cut in an 
other of said shelves and When So engaged hold 
ing said Stand in its open display position. 

2. A folding display Stand comprising a plu 
rality of shelves, parallel links pivotally connected 
to said shelves for maintaining then in parallel 
ism while the stand is collapsed into folded posi 
tion or while it is opened into display position, 
and locking arms pivotally connected With One 
of said shelves and carrying locking rivets en 
gaging into slots cut in another of said shelves 
and When So engaged holding Said stand in its 
open display position, and the rivets of said lock 
ing arms engaging other slots cut in the Said 
slotted shelf for holding the stand in its folded 
collapsed position. 

1,955,769 
3. A folding display stand comprising a plu 

rality of shelves, pairs of parallel links pivotally 
connected to said shelves for maintaining then 
in parallelism while the stand is collapsed into 
folded position or while it is opened into display 
position, the members of one pair of said links 
having a foot strap connecting them together 
and forming a Support for the stand when it is 
in open position, and locking arms pivotally Con 
nected. With one of Said shelves and carrying 
locking rivets for engagement with slots cut in 
another of said shelves and for holding Said 
shelves separated in display position, and a head 
plate carried by and uniting Said locking arms. 

4. A folding display stand having in coinbina 
tion a vertical Series of nearly horizontal shelves, 
longer intermediate links pivoted to the median 
parts of the sides of an intermediate shelf and to 
the forward end of an upper shelf and to the 
rearward end of a lower shelf, a pair of Shorter 
links pivoted to the sides of a median part of an 
upper shelf and to the rearward part of an inter 
mediate shelf, another pair of shorter linkSpivot 
ed to the sides of the front part of an interOnedi 
ate shelf and to the sides of the median part of 
a lower shelf, and a pair of upWardly and down 
wardly extending arms arranged at an angle to 
all of said links and pivoted to the sides of one of 
said shelves and detachably connected With the 
sides of another of Said shelves. 

5. A folding display stand having in combina 
tion a vertical Series of nearly horizontal shelves, 
longer intermediate links pivoted to the median 
parts of the sides of an intermediate sheif and to 
the forward end of an upper shelf and to the 
rearward end of a lower shelf and extended down 
Ward to form legs for said Stand, a pair of shorter 
links pivoted to the sides of a median part of an 
upper shelf and to the rearward part of an inter 
mediate shelf, another pair of sihorter 
pivoted to the sides of the front part of an inter 
imediate shelf and to the sides of the median part 
of a lower shelf, and a pair of upWardly and down 
wardly extending arms arranged at an angle to 
all of said links and pivoted to the SideS of One of 
said shelves and detachably connected With the 
sides of another of said shelves. 
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