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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Witrts M. Trompsox,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Purse-Locks,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to purse locks and
more particularly to a lock of this char-
acter through the medium of which a purse
may be locked or anchoréd to the pocket, a
garment, the inside of a larger purse or hand

. bag, or other device to which 1t may be de-
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sired to fasten the purse so as to guard
against the same being lost or stolen.

The object of my invention is the produc-
tion of a lock of the character mentioned
which will be of durable and economical
construction, and through the medium of
which a purse may be readily and easily
locked or anchored so as to prevent loss
or theft thereof. :

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

The invention consists in the combina-
tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter
deseribed and claimed.

. The invention will be best understood by

reference to the accompanying drawings

forming a part of this specification, and
in which, _

Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevation
of an anchoring element to which is applied
a purse secured thereto by means of a lock
embodying the invention, '

Fig. 2 a section taken on substantially line
2—2 of Fig. 1, o o

- Fig. 8 an enlarged plan view of the lock
detached, and shown partly in section,

Fig. 4 a section taken on substantially
line 4—4 of Fig. 8,

- Fig. 5 a view similar to Fig. 4 of a slightly
modified form of construction, and

Fig. 6 a section taken on substantially line
6—6 of Fig. 5.

The preferred form of construction as
illustrated in the drawings comprises a lock
consisting of a shallow ecircular housing 7
formed of two parts having over-lapping
peripheral portions, said over-lapping por-
tions being beaded as at 8 in order to hold
the same in operative relation with each
other. Secured to and projecting from one
side of the housing 7 is a pointed screw 9
which is-adapted, when the device is in use,
to pierce one side or wall of the purse 10,

which it is desired to lock or anchor, the in-
ner end of the screw being engaged by a
large nut or disk 11, whereby the lock hous-
mg 1s securely fastened to the purse.

Slidably mounted within the housing 7
are two jaws 12, the inner ends of which
are of channel form, and engaged with each
so that each jaw constitutes a guide for the
other in the shifting movement thereof.
The inner end of each jaw-is provided with
a circular opening 13 adapted, when said
Jaws are pressed inwardly into inoperative
or releasing position, to register with each
other. Said jaws are normally held in op-
erative position or at their outer terminals
of movement by means of a resilient ring 14
which is secured at opposite sides to the cen-
tral portions of said jaws. In order to fas-
ten the spring to said jaws the outer end por-
tions of the latter are bent back and formed
with tongues 15 which are passed through
appropriately positioned slots in the jaws
and clenched as clearly seen in Figs. 8 and 4.

The outer reduced ends of jaws 12 pass
through openings 16, provided in opposite
sides of the housing 7, the outer terminals
of said jaws being provided with heads 17
which may be readily engaged by the fingers
in order to effect manual depression or in-
ward shifting of the jaws.

Cobperating with said jaws is a headed
stud 18 which is adapted for insertion into
the housing 7 through a centrally positioned
opening 18" provided in the outer wall
thereof, the inner end of said stud, after
passing through the opening 18’, being
adapted to engage with the openings 13 pro-
vided in said jaws, in which event said jaws
will clampingly engage therewith to lock
the stud thereto as clearly seen in the several
views. Said stud 18 is provided with a rear-
wardly projecting pointed screw 19 which is
adapted to pass through the wall 20 of the
garment, hand bag or other device to which
the purse is to be anchored, a nut 21 being
adapted to engage with said screw to lock
the same in position as clearly seen in Figs.
4 and 5. ; - 2

“With the construction set forth, it will be
seen that when the stud 18 is engaged with
the jaws 12, as above set forth, the purse
will be securely locked in place, release
thereof being effected only by depression of
the exteriorly projecting ends of said jaws,
which depression will bring the openings 13
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of said jaws into registration with each
other permitting of release of the stud 18
and hence of the purse. .

In order to even more securely lock the

‘purse, I have also provided means whereby

the jaws may be locked against releasing
movement. To this end, a construction has
been devised, as seen in Fig. 5, wherein the
jaws 12 are provided with cylindrical outer
portions or stems 22, one of said stems being
provided at its outer end with a nut 23 which
is threaded thereon permitting of said nut
being adjusted into engagement with the ad-
jacent side of the lock housing. ‘When said
nut is adjusted upon said screw into engage-

ment with the adjacent side of the lock hous- .

ing, it is of course apparent that the corre-
sponding jaw 12 will be locked against
movement to releasing position and thus the
purse positively locked against detachment
until the nut 23 has been retracted allowing
the necessary movement of the correspond-
ing jaw to releasing position.

SWhile T have illustrated and described the
preferred forms of construction for carrying
my invention into effect, these are capable of
variation and modification without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention. I there-
fore, do not wish to be limited to the precise
details of construction set forth, but desire
to avail myself of such variations and mod-
ifications as come within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A purse lock comprising, an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom
a housing into which said stud is adapted to
be -inserted; shiftably mounted jaws ar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; a resilient ring engaging at oppo-
site sides with said jaws for normally hold-
ing the same in engaging position; and
means of securing sald housing to a purse,
substantially as described. ,

2. A purse lock comprising; an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a housing into which said stud 18.adapted to
be inserted; shiftably mounted jaws ar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; a resilient ring engaging at oppo-

site sides with said jaws for normally hold- .

ing the same in engaging position; exte-
riorly projecting portions on said jaws,
whereby the latter may be manually shifted
to releasing position; and means of securing
said housing to a purse, substantially as de-

seribed.

1,368,201

3. A purse lock comprising, an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a housing into which said stud is adapted to
be inserted; shiftably mounted jaws ar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; a resilient rino engaging at oppo-

site sides with said jaws for normally hold-

ing the same ‘in engaging position; means
for retaining said ring in engagement with
said jaws; and means of securing said hous-
ing to a purse, substantially as described.

4. A purse lock comprising, an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a socket bearing member into which said
stud is adapted to be inserted; shiftably
mounted jaws arranged in said member and
adapted fo engage with said stud when' in-
serted into said member; a resilient ring en-
gaging at opposite sides with said jaws for
normally holding the same in engaging po-

gition ; and means for securing said member

to a purse, substantially as described.

5. A purse lock comprising an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a housing into which said stud is adapted to
be inserfed; shiftably mounted jaws ar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to ‘en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; and means for locking one of said
jaws against movement to releasing position,
substantially as described. ‘ ,

6. A purse lock comprising an ‘anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a housing into which said stud is adapted to
be inserted; shiftably mounted jawsar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; and means adapted to- engage
against said housing to lock one of said jaws
against movement to releasing position, sub-
stantially as described.

7. A purse lock comprising an anchoring
element having a stud projecting therefrom;
a housing into which said stud is adapted to
be inserted; shiftably mounted jaws  ar-
ranged in said housing and adapted to en-
gage with said stud when inserted into said
housing; and a nut threaded on the outer
end of one of said jaws, adapted to be ad-
justed on said jaw to engage against said
housing to lock said jaw against movement
to releasing position, substantially as de-
seribed. R

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. ' :

: WILLIS M. THOMPSON.

‘Witnesses: . : -
J. T. Lackzy,

R. O..Cuzrex.
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