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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARLTON SAMMONS, of
Poughkeepsie, county of Dutchess, State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Railroad-Signals, of
which the following is a specification:

The nature of my invention relates to an
improvement. in railroad-signals; and it con-
sists in placing a box to contain the signal-
light at such a distance from the switch that
the engineer, seeing the light, may have ample
time to stop the train between the light and
the switch. Thebox is provided with a hinged

flap or cover, which is connected by suitable

wires to the operating-lever at the switeh, so
that thelight may be displayed or hidden from

view, at the will of the operator, all of which

will be more fully described hereafter.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my
invention. Tig. 2 is a plan view of the same.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the signal-box alone.

N P represent a box of any suitable con-
struction, in-which the signal-lamp is to be
placed, and which has a door, R, on one side,
through which the lantern is inserted and re-
- moved, and a hinged flap or door, A, on the
other, which opens, preferably, upward, so as
to cover or uncover the lens B, through which
the light is displayed. There will be one or
more of these boxes used, as the curve in the
road, inequality of the ground, or other cir-
cumstances may require, which will be placed
at such a distance from the switeh that the
engineer, coming suddenly upon one of them,
may have ample time to stop his train before
reaching the switch. Upon the top of the box
is journaled & shaft, E, to which the flap A is

secured, and which has a counter-weight, d,
aitached to one end, so as to insure the prompt.
falling of the flap after having been raised,
and a lever, C, fastened to the other, by which
the flap is raised and lowered. Aftached to
sach end of this lever is a wire or cord, M, by
which it is connected with the weighted oper-
ating hand-lever H j, journaled in the frame
K, placed at or near the switch. These wires
may be extended onward indefinitely, and con- -
nected to any desired number of signals, so

‘that all of them may be opened or closed by

a single movement of the hand-lever. But, in
case it should be desired to connect the signals
together by a single wire, the double-acting
lever E may be dispensed with, and the one
D substituted in its place—the eounter-weights
serving to close the flaps as soon as the lever
was moved toward the right or left, as the
case might require.

The weight j on the hand-lever will in all
cases be sufficiently heavy to overcome the
weight of the flaps and counter-weights, so
that when the lever is moved to any desired
position it will remain there.

Having thus described my invention, T
claim— :

In a railroad-signal, the combination of the
weighted lever H and wires M with the lever
C, shaft B, and hinged flap A of a signal
light or lantern, substantially as shown and
described.

CARLTON SAMMONS.

Witnesses:
"PETER VANDERPOOL,
RosT. H. HUNTER.




