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1 
This invention relates to a device for dis 

pensing and Spreading bobby pins, such as are 
customarily used to hold hair in place, and is 
particulary advantageous for use in beatty par 
lors or other places where a plurality of pins 
must be rapidly applied. 
An object of the invention isto provide a bobby 

- pin dispenser Which rapidly dispenses a Spread 
booby pinto the operator. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character which may be actuated 
by one hand of the operator, leaving the other 
hand free to arrange the hair. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

dispenser capable of holding a substantial num 
ber of bobby pins so that the operator Will have 
sufficient pisto take care of several customers 
Without having to stop and reload the magazine. 
An additional object of the invention is to pro 

vide a dispenser having a simple and effective 
combined loading means and magazine, Whereby 
a multiplicity of pins are held in the magazine 
and a supply of loaded magazinesmay be avail 
able for ready use in the dispenser: 
The invention herein disclosed obviates the 

difficulties encountered in the use of a spring fed 
magazine, especially its frequentiamming, and 
is characterized by simplicity of construction 
and reliability of operation, Whereby the bobby 
pins can bespread quickly and convenienty and 
be dispensed from a ragazine singly, as required 
by the operator. . . . 

This device meets a very urgent need which exists at the presenttime, especially in beauty 
parlors, where large numbers of bobby pins are 
applied daily. It is customary for the operator 
to pry the legs of the pin apart either with the 
fingernail or by means of the teeth, and it is 
well know that such expedients are dangerous 
and unsanitary. Devices in the nature of Spread 
ers have been proposed, but have been found 
objectionable, because it is necessary to hold the 
devices in one hand and to remove the pins with 
the other, thus requiring both hands of the 
operator. The present invention comprises a 
dispensing device which may be mounted in a 
box or cabinet or attached to a table or wall 
beside which the operatoris working, and merely 
requires the pressing of a lever with a finger to 
simultaneously spread and dispense a bobby pin 
which can be removed when needed by the use 
of the Same hand. 
The construction of the present invention in 

cludes a magazine in the shape of a long thin 
blade upon which are carried a large number of 
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bobby pins and the bottom pin is continuously 
placed by gravity in alignment with a finger, 
Which is actuated by a simple lever through a 
connecting mechanism to turn the said pin 
through an angle of 90° in a plane perpendicular 
to the blade, Whereby the pin is simultaneousy 
Spread and dispensed. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a rearview of the device; 
Figure 2 is a front view of the device, the parts 

being concealed by a facing member or cover; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged front view of the device 

with the base and cover removed; - - 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of the device With 

the mechanism in its normal position; 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 but show 

ing the actuating lever in a depressed position 
with the bobby pin spread and dispensed. 

Figure 6 is a plan view showing one of the 
loaded magazines of the invention. 

Referring to the drawings, the device shown 
comprises a supporting base (, by means of 
which the device can be fastened to a table or 
the like, and a front cover i attached to one 
edge of the base and having an intermediate 
transversely extending slot 2 through which the 
bobby pins are dispensed one at a time. The 
bobby pins 3 are strung in a closely aligned 
row and in superposed relation on a magazine 
14 Which consists of a long fiat blade of steel 
orother suitable rigid material. The blade is in 
serted for free movement in a slot 5 in a shelf 
i 3 attached to the rear of cover i , Whereby the 
top surface of the shelf is level and aligned with 
the slot 2 in the cover A. The aligned closed 
bobby pins are held in place on the blade by 
theirown spring action, the lowermost pin rest 
ing on the top surface of the shelf A8 in line 
with the slot 2 and serves to detachably sup 
port the magazine on the shelf, As stated above, 
the magazine 4 moves freely within the slot 5 
in the shelf 46 and as a result, when the lower 
most spread bobby pin is dispensed and removed 
from the magazine 6, the latter with itsrow 
of pins drops by gravity so that the succeeding 
pin is aligned adiacent the slot A2 in position 
to be spread and dispensed by the mechanism 
to be described below. This action is repeated 
until all of the pins have been dispensed andre 
moved, and the magazine entirely depleted, 
whereupon a new loaded magazine may be readily 
inserted in the slot 5. 
The means for spreading and dispensing the 

bottom pin comprise a pivoted operatinglever 17, 
connecting link 18, crank 19, vertical rod 20, and 
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finger or ejector 2. Both the crank 9 and the 
finger 2 are rigidly fastened to the rod. 20 at its 
top and bottom ends respectively. Upon de 
pressing the lever 7, crank l9, rod 20, and finger 
2 are rotated 90° by means of the connecting 
link I8. Upon releasing lever i 7, the crank l9 
and finger 2 are returned to their original posi 
tion by the action of spring 22, surrounding the 
rod 20, one end of the spring being anchored to 
a pin 25 projecting from the lower end of the 
shelf i6, While the other end is attached to the 
rod. 20. The finger 2 in its movement engages 
the loWermost pin and rotates it through 90° 
about the stationary flat magazine blade 4, 
Whereby the closed end of the pin is projected 
through the slot i 2 in the coveri, and the pin 
is spread by engagement with the longitudinal 
edges of the blade and held in its spread condi 
tion for ready removal. 
As is apparent from Figure 5, the movement 

of the spread pinto dispensing position is limited 
by means of a stop 23 which projects from the 
top of shelf i6 and is carried thereby. 
The operation of the device is described here 

after. 
Bobby pins are placed on the magazine blade 

Il 4 With all free ends of the pins pointing in the 
same direction and the blade near the center of 
the pins. The closed ends of the pins should 
all be aligned. The bobby pins are retained in 
place on the blade by their oWn spring action. 
The loaded magazine blade 4 is inserted through 
the slot 5 in the shelf l 6 and, due to the weight 
of the row of bobby pins and of the blade, the 
bottom bobby pin on the blade Will rest on the 
shelf i6 in line With the dispensing slot 2. 
Preferably the pins are mounted on the blade so 
that the fiat side of the pin is adjacent the finger 
2. When a bobby pin is needed, the lever I is 
pressed down onto the shelf i6 by a finger of the 
operator, thereby rotating the ejector 2 through 
90° as explained above, The finger or ejector 2, 
Which bears against the bottom bobby pin, Will 
simultaneously rotate the latter 90° about the 
blade 4, thereby spreading and dispensing the 
pin through the slot 2 as shown in Figure 5. 
The bobby pin is held in this position until re 
moved from the device by the operator, by the 
same hand With Which the lever i Was actuated, 
for insertion in the hair. 
pin has been removed, the Weight of the magazine 
and of the remaining pins causes it to drop, so 
that the next pin rests on the shelf and is in 
position to be spread and dispensed. 
As explained above, by using one hand, the 

device Will spread all bobby pins regardless of 
length or shape, and leave the other hand of the 
operator to arrange or hold the hair. Each pin 
is Spread a uniform distance Without damaging 
the pins, So that the pins may be used over again 
Without being distorted in any Way. The meth 
od of feeding the device by gravity eliminates 

AS soon as the bobby 

O 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

55 

the jamming that is so common in spring loaded 
magazines. The magazine may be made in 
lengths to accommodate 200 to 300 pins, which 
Will avoid frequenti reloading of the magazine. 

It is apparent that the base 0 as Well as the 
front cover i 1, canbe dispensed with and the de 
vice can be suitably Supported in operating posi 
tion by attaching the shelf 6 to a wall as by 
Screws or the like. The inclusion of the base ) 
and cover il make for a neater and attractive 
appearing deVice. 
What is claimedis: 
1. A bobbypin Spreader and dispenser operable 
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4 
by one hand comprising a thin magazine blade 
for holding the pins, a support forsaid blade and 
pivotal means on said support for turning each 
pin 90° about the blade Wherebysaid pinis simul 
taneously Spread and dispensed. 

2. A mechanism for dispensing and spreading 
bobby pins comprisinga, thin blade for receiving 
the bobby pins in close alignment, a support for 
said blade and pivotal means on said support for 
turning a bobby pin on said blade 90º in a plane 
perpendicular to said blade to spread and dis 
pense the pin. 

3. A deVice for dispensing and Spreading bobby 
pins one at a time comprising the combination 
of a thin vertical blade holding a number of 
bobby pins in close superposed alignment, a hori 
Zontal Support for Said blade, and a lever and 
associated linkage on said support for turning the 
bottom pin 90° about the thin blade to dispense 
the pin in aspread position. 

4. A device for dispensing and spreading bobby 
pins one at a time comprising a magazine con 
sisting of a long fiat Vertical blade of rigid ma 
terial adapted to carry a number of bobby pins 
in close superposed alignment, a horizontal sup 
port for said blade, said pins being retained in 
position on the blade by their own spring action, 
means for displacing the bottom pin in a spread 
position, and means for slidably supporting said 
magazine, Whereby the entire magazine descends 
by gravity and the succeeding pin is presented in 
position forspreading when the spread pin is re 
mOVed from the magazine. 

5. A mechanism for dispensing and spreading 
bobby pins comprising a thin fiat blade upon 
Which the bobby pins are strung, an operating 
lever, an actuating finger mounted for pivotal 
mOvement in a plane parallel to the piane of the 
bobby pins and adapted to turn a bobby pin ap 
proximately 90° about the blade in a plane per 
pendicular to said blade so as to spread and dis 
pense said bobbypin in a single movement, anda 
Vielding linkage connecting said operating lever 
and actuatingfinger. 

6. A bobby pin dispenser and spreader com 
prising a supporting shelf, a slot in said shelf, a 
magazine consisting of a long, thin blade inserted 
in Said slot and carrying bobby pins in close 
superposed alignment with the lowermost pin 
resting upon the shelf, an operating finger 
mounted on the shelf for pivotal movement in a 
plane parallel to the plane of the bobby pins and 
adapted upon actuation to turn the lowermost 
bobby pin 90° in a plane perpendicular to the 
plane of the blade.to spread and dispense said 
blade, lever means for operating said finger, said 
magazine being adapted to move freely within 
Said slot and descend by gravity in the slot upon 
the removal of the spread pin, thereby causing 
the succeeding lowermost pinto rest on the shelf 
in position to be spread upon further operation 
of said finger. 

7. A bobby pin spreader and dispenser com 
prising a horizontal supporting shelf, a slot in 
Said shelf, a thin vertical magazine blade inserted 
in said slot and adapted for free sliding move 
ment therein, and adapted to have bobby pins 
strung in close superposed alignment thereon, 
the lowermost pin resting on the top surface of 
Said shelf and Supporting the magazine thereon, 
a finger mounted for pivotal movement upon the 
top surface of said shelf, means for turning said 
finger to bring it in contact With the lowermost 
bobby pin resting on said shelf whereby, upon 
continued movenent of said finger, the lowermost 
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bobby pin is rotated through approximately 90º REFERENCES CITED 
:he magazine blade and is simultaneousy The folloWing references are Of record in the 

8. A device according to claim 7 provided with file of this patent: 
a cover, a slot in said cover in proximity to the U UNTED STATES PATENTS 
top surface of the shelf, Whereby upon rotation of 
the finger and the Spreading of the pin, the closedi *:soa Ka" Ju:1941 
end of the pinis fed through said slot in position 23o5925 JosephsAri CA - Dec221942 
for ready removal. VV777 tv7 vVAVARA -- ----------- . Ad At 
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