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To all whom it may CORCETTL:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM J. PFLU-
GRADT and MosES RiEs, residing at Milwau-
kee, in the county of Milwaukee and State of
Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Box-Cover Fasteners, of
which the following is a description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which are a part of this specification.

Ourinvention hasrelation toimprovements
in box-cover fasteners.

Box-covers, especially in the ease of paper
boxes, are ordinarily secured to the box proper
by means of a cord. This manner of secur-
ing the covers not only requires considerable
time, but is, furthermore, open to the objec-
tion of insecurity, as the boxes are frequently
lifted by the securing-cord, which often re-
sults in the breaking of the cord and the spill-
ing of the contents of the boxes. Particu-
larly is this true where a number of boxes are
shipped in a large box, as frequently the con-
signee removes the contained boxes in the
manner stated—i. e., by lifting them by the
cords with which they are tied.

1t is the object of our invention to provide
an improved fastening means for detachably
connecting a paper or other flexible cover to
a box, more especially, although not neces-
sarily, to a paper box, and which shall be ex-
ceedingly simple in eonstruction and inex-
pensive of production.

With the above primary object in view the
invention consists of the devices and parts or
their equivalents, as hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s-

a perspective view of a box and its cover
equipped with our improvements. Fig. 2 is
a longitudinal sectional view through Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the box. Fig.4isa
detail fragmentary view, onan enlarged scale,
of one end of the box and its cover; and Fig.
5 is a detail view of one of the fasteners.
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 6
indicates the box, which may be constructed
of any desirable material, although theinven-
tion is preferably applied to a paper or paste-
board box or a box constructed of other flexi-
ble material, such pasteboard or other flexible
boxes being commonly employed for contain-
ing eonfectionery or shoes or for containing

other articles. Each end piece of the box is
provided with a slot 7.

The cover of the box is indicated by the
numeral 8, and this cover should be of paper,
pasteboard, or other flexible material, or at
least the depending flanges thereof should be
of such material in order to adapt the fasten-
ing devices secured thereto to be pushed

through the slots 7 and to be pulled out of

engagement with said slots. Two at least of
the depending flanges of the cover, and pref-
erably two oppositely-located flanges, should
have the fastening devices secured thereto.
In the accompanying drawings we have
shown one fastening device secured to each
of the two opposite depending flanges. It is
obvious that a greater number may be se-
cured thereto, if desired.

The fastening device (illustrated in detail
in Fig. 5) consists of a main portion 9, which
may be secured to the depending flange of
the cover in any desirable manner. We pre-
fer to secure it, however, by providing the
upper end of said main portion with an in-
wardly-extending prong 10. The said main
portion is then placed against the outside of
the depending flange of the cover and the
prong forced through a slot in the flange and
then bent downwardly against the inner side
of said flange. The lower end of the main
portion 9 is bent inwardly slightly and then
upwardly for a short distance to form a U-
shaped recess 11, which receives the lower
edge of the depending flange of the cover, as
clearly shown in Figs. 2and 3. Thefastener
from the short upwardly-bent portion is bent
inwardly and then around and outwardly
and upwardly to form a rounded tubular, and
preferably spring or elastic, projection 12,
the said tubular projection gradually enlarg-
ing toward its extremity.
end the upper portion of this tubular spring
projection is depressed slightly to form a
groove 13.

In the use of our invention the cover is ad-
justed to the box, and the flexible flanges of
the cover, which carry the fastening devices,
are pressed inwardly by fin ger-pressure. In-
asmuech as the slots 7 are in line to receive
the projections 12, said projections are forced
through the slots, and as the tendency of
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the projections 12 is to spring upwardly the
grooves 13 in the upper portions thereof will
engage the npper bordering edges of the slots
7, and consequently the cover will be detach-
ably locked in position, and the tubular pro-

‘jectioniseffectually held against accidentally
-working out of the slot by reason of the pro-

vision of the enlarged inner end of said tu-
bular projection. In order to remove the

- cover, all that is necessary to be done istopull

outwardly slightly on the flexible flanges of
said cover, which carry the fastening devices,
and this will have the effect of releasing the
grooves 13 from engagement with the upper
bordering edges of the slots 7, and conse-
quently permit of the entire withdrawal of
the projections 12 from the slots 7, and thereby
admit of the removal of the cover.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that we provide an exceedingly simple

form of fastening means which can be con-

structed at a minimum of expense and labor
and which at the same time will effectually
lock the cover against being accidentally de-
tached from the box. From the fact that the
fastening devices are preferably made of
cheaptinitisevident that they may be readily
shaped to the requisite form and will also be
very inexpensive.

While we prefer that the fastening device
be attached to the flexible flange of the cover
and the slot be provided in the side of the
box, so that the tubular projection of the
fastening device may be forced inwardly
through said slot, yet we do not wish to be
understood as restricting ourselves specific-
ally thereto, inasmuech as such arrangement
could be reversed and successful results ob-
tained—that is to say, the main portion 9 of
the fastener could be secured to the box and
the tubular member project outwardly from
said main member in line to be forced through
a slot in the depending flange of the cover.
We therefore wish to be understood as in-
cluding such modification within the spirit
and scope of our invention.

Ordinarily the rough pasteboard or other
material of which box- covers are made is
covered with a sheet of paper in order to give
a finished or ornate appearance to the cover.
When this is done, our improved fasteners
are first secured to the depending flanges of
the cover, so that when the outer paper cov-
ering is applied the fastening devices will be
covered thereby, and hence entirely hidden
from view.

What we claim as our invention is—

1. Ina box-cover fastener, the combination
with a box provided with the usual side pieces
and a cover therefor, the latter provided with
depending flexibleside piecesor flanges adapt-
ed to fit the upper portion of the side pieces
of the box, and one of the side pieces of one
of said parts provided with a slot, of a fasten-
ing device consisting of a main member pro-
vided with means for securing it to one of the

side pieces of one of said parts, and having a

member projecting at an angle therefrom and
bent into a single loop, the portion of the
loop nearest the main member being nar-
rowed to form a contracted neck, and said loop
being gradually widened toward and to its
free end to form an enlarged extremity, the
loop adapted to be forced through and into
engagement with the slot of the other part
when pressure is exerted on the side piece to
which the fastening device is connected, the
said loop when so engaged having its nar-
row neck portion fitting in the slot and its
widened orenlarged extremity extending be-
yond the slot, whereby the two parts are re-
leasably locked together, the enlarged extrem-
ity of the loop preventing accidental disen-
gagement of said parts.

2. In abox-cover fastener, the combination

with a box provided with the usualside pieces .

and a cover therefor, the latter provided with
depending flexibleside pieces or langesadapt-
ed to fit the upper portion of the side pieces
of the box, and one of the side pieces of one
of said parts provided with s slot, of a fasten-
ing device having means for securing it to one
of the side pieces of one of said parts, and
having one end bent around and thence up-
wardly for a short distance to form a recess
in which the edge of the side piece to which
the fastening device is secured is received
and clamped, the said fastening deviee being
thence bent from the upwardly - extending
portion at an angle and into a single loop.

3. Ina box-coverfastener, the combination
with a box provided with the usual side pieces
and a cover therefor, the latter provided with
depending flexibleside piecesor flanges adapt-
ed to fit the upper portion of the side pieces
of the box, and one of the side pieces of one
of said parts provided with a slot, of a fasten-
ing device provided at one end with a project-
ing prong adapted to engage one of the side
pieces of one of said parts, and having its op-
posite end bent around and thence upwardly
for a short distance to form a recess in which
the edge of the side piece to which the fasten-
ingdevice issecured is received and clamped,
the said fastening device being thence bent
from the upwardly-extending portion at an
angle and into a single loop.

4. In a box-cover fastener, the combination
with a box provided with the usual side pieces
and a cover therefor, the latter provided with
dependingflexibleside piecesor flanges adapt-
ed to fit the upper portion of the side pieces
of the box, and one of the side pieces of one
of said parts provided with a slot, of a fas-
tening device having means for securing it to
one of the side pieces of one of said parts,
and having one end bent around and thence
upwardly for a short distancé to form a re-
cess in which the edge of the side piece to
which the fastening device is secured is re-
ceived and clamped, the said fastening device
being thence bent from the upwardly-extend-
ing portion at an angle and into a single loop,
the portion of the loop nearest the main mem-
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ber being narrowed to form a contracted neck,
and said loop being gradually widened to-
ward and to its free end to form an enlarged
extremity, the loop adapted to be forced
through and into engagement with the slot of
the other part when pressure is exerted on
the side piece to which the fastening device
is connected, the said loop when so engaged
baving its inner neck portion fitting in the
slot and its widened or enlarged extremity
extending beyond the slot, whereby the two
parts are releasably locked together, the en-
larged extremity of the loop preventing acei-
dental disengagement of said parts.

5. A box-cover fastener, consisting of a
main member provided with means for secur-
ing it to the part to which it is to be attached,
and having a member projecting at an angle
therefrom and bent into a single loop, the
portion of the loop nearest the main member
being narrowed to form a contracted neck,
and said loop being gradually widened to-
ward and to its free end to form an enlarged
extremity.

6. A box-cover fastener consisting of a
main member provided with means for secur-
ing it to the part to which it is to be attached,
and having one end bent around and thence
upwardly for a short distance to form a re-
cess in which the edge of the part to which
the fastening device is attached is received

3

and clamped, the said fastening device being
thence bent from the upwardly-extending por-
tion at an angle and into a single loop.

7. A box-cover fastener, consisting of a
main member provided atone end with a pro-
jecting prong, and having its opposite end
bent around and thence upwardly for a short
distance to form a recess, the said fastening
device being thence bent from the upwardly-
extending portion at an angle and into a sin-
gle loop.

3. A box-cover fastener consisting of a
main member provided at one end with a pro-
jecting prong, and having its opposite end
bent around and thence upwardly for a short
distance to form a recess, the said fastening
device being thence bent from the upwardly-
extending portion at an angle and into a sin-
gle loop, the portion of the loop nearest the
main member being narrowed to form a con-
tracted neck, and said loop being gradually
widened toward and to its free end to form an
enlarged extremity.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM J. PFLUGRADT.
MOSES RIES.

Witnesses:
A. L. MORSELL,
ANNA V. FAUST.
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