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HAMPER BAG FOR LAUNDRY APPLANCES 

Ronal H. Whyte, Dayton, Ohio, and Richard T. Clement, 
Royal Oak, Mich., assignors to General Motors Cor. 
poration, Detroit, Mich., a corporation of Delaware 
Application March 15, 1957, Serial No. 646,326 

6 Claims. (C. 34-90) 

This invention relates to a domestic appliance and more 
particularly to a laundry machine that is provided with 
a hamper bag for the reception of clothes being processed 
by the machine. 
An object of the invention is to provide a laundry ma 

chine with a clothes hamper supporting frame that is 
pivotally supported by the front wall of the machine and 
wherein a suitable clothes hamper bag is secured to the 
frame for the reception of clothes either prior to or after 
processing the clothes in the machine. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a laun 
dry machine with a clothes hamper bag supporting frame 
that carries a suitable hamper bag, the frame and bag be 
ing pivotally supported by the front wall of the machine 
and being movable to a vertical position where the bag 
and frame are stored between the door and front wall 
of the machine. 

Still another object is to provide a laundry machine 
with a clothes hamper bag supporting frame that car 
ries a suitable hamper bag, the frame and bag being 
pivotally supported by the front wall of the machine and 
wherein latch means are provided for holding the frame 
in a substantially vertically disposed position, the latch 
means releasing the frame in response to the closing of 
the door of the machine. 

Further objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion will be apparent from the following description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, wherein a 
preferred form of the present invention is clearly shown. 

In the drawings: - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a laundry machine 

that is provided with the hamper bag of this invention; 
Figure 2 is a modified hamper bag arrangement adapted 

for use with the laundry machine shown in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a front view of the laundry machine and 

hamper bag shown in Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken along line 

4-4 of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view of a modified latch 
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wardly of wall 14. The walls 16 and 18 are joined by 
a horizontally extending wall 19. A flexible seal. 20 
made of rubber or any other suitable material is fixed 
to the wall 18 and is abutted by a door 22 when the door 
is in a closed position, the door being pivoted to cabinet 
10. The wall 16 is provided with an outwardly bent por 
tion 24 that has a loading opening 26 formed therein. 
The loading opening 26 is in alignment with the access 
opening 27 of a horizontally arranged tumbling drum 28 
that is supported within the cabinet 10. The dryer is pro 
vided with conventional heating and air translating means 
as well as with conventional means for rotating the tum 
bling drum 28, all of which are not shown. 
The clothes dryer of this invention is provided with a 

hamper bag 30 that is pivotally supported by wall mem 
ber 16 of the dryer. The hamper bag is supported by a 
rectangular metal rod frame member 32, as shown in 
Fig. 1. The hamper bag is arranged with suitable fasten 
ers 34 that are snapped together for securing the bag to 
the frame. A pair of U-shaped rod members 36 are 
welded to frame 32 and are arranged so that one leg 35 
of the U-shaped member fits within bearings 38 that are 
integrally formed with brackets 40. The brackets 40 are 
bolted or otherwise secured to the vertically extending 
wall 16 of the dryer and are formed with integral ledge 
portions 42 that support the frame 32 when the frame is 
in a horizontal position. With this arrangement the 
hamper bag frame 32 and hamper bag may be pivotally 
secured to the dryer by simply slipping the legs 35 of 
the U-shaped members 36 into the bearing members 38. 

... The frame will thus be pivotally supported with respect 
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to the clothes dryer. 
When it is not desired to use the hamper bag, the 

rod frame 32 may be pivoted to a substantially vertical 
position and held in this position by a spring clip 44 
that is secured to vertically extending wall 6. The 
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rod frame 32 in its vertical position is indicated by the , 
dotted lines in Figs. 3 and 4. The rod frame 32 and 
hamper bag may be left attached to the clothes washer 
during the clothes drying operation by leaving the rod 
frame in its vertical position. The wall 16 is sufficiently 
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arrangement for holding the hamper bag frame of this 
invention in a vertical position; and 

Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view similar to Fig. 5 
but showing the latch arrangement in a released position. 

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly 
to Fig. 1, a laundry machine is shown provided with the 
clothes hamper bag arrangement of this invention. The 
laundry machine is illustrated as a clothes dryer although 
it is apparent that the hamper bag might be used with a 
clothes washer of the type having a horizontally arranged 
tumbling drum. 
The clothes dryer as illustrated in Fig. 1 comprises a 

cabinet generally denoted by reference numeral 10 hav 
ing a front wall generally denoted by reference numeral 
12. The front wall 12 includes forward most portions 14 
and a vertical wall disposed rearwardly of walls 14 and 
designated by reference numeral 16. The wall 16 is cir 
cumscribed by a vertically disposed door engaging wall 
partion 18 that is disposed forwardly of wall 16 but rear 
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spaced from the inner wall of door 22 so as to provide 
Sufficient space for the rod frame 32 and hamper bag. 
when they are in their vertical position. The hamper bag 
is so gathered that none of the bag lies below wall 19 
when the rod frame is moved to a vertical position. The 
door 14 contacts the seal 20, which circumscribes the 
loading opening 26 so that the clothes dryer is sufficiently. 
sealed even when the rod frame and hamper bag are in 
a vertical position between the door 22 and the vertical 
-wall 6. When it is desired to use the hamper bag after 
a drying operation, the door is opened and the bag is: 
moved to a substantially horizontally disposed position 
wherein the rod frame 32 is supported by ledge portions 
42 of brackets 40. With the above-described arrangement 
a very convenient arrangement for storing the hamper. 
bag during the use of the dryer is shown and this ar 
rangement provides for an easy method of unloading the 
clothes from the dryer after the drying cycle has been 
completed. It is noted that the open hamper bag is dis 
posed immediately below the access opening 26 when in 
a horizontal position whereby the clothes are easily 
loaded into the hamper bag. 

Figure 2 illustrates a modified hamper bag frame 
wherein the metal rod frame 46 is provided with opposite 
ly extending rod portions 48. With this arrangement, , 
and when it is desired to attach the rod frame 46 to the 
dryer, the rod frame is sprung so as to move rod portions is 
48 toward one another and then is released to permit the 
rod portions 48 to slip into the bearing members 38. 
The rod frame 46 is provided with a hamper bag 50 that 
is similar to the hamper bag 30 shown in Fig. 1. The 
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frame 46 of Fig. 2 differs from the frame 32 shown in 
Fig. 1 in that the frame-46 is sprung when attaching the 
frame to the dryer, whereas in Fig. 1 the rod portions 36 
are slipped into bearing members 38 by moving the 
frame 32 rearwardly in Fig. 1 when attaching the frame 
to the dryer. 

Figs. 5 and 6s illustrate a modified latch arrangement 
for holding the rod frame member of a hamper bag in 
a. Substantially vertical position when the bag is not be 
ing used. In these figures the same reference numerals 
have been used to designate the same parts shown in 
Figs. 1, 3 and 4. The arrangement for supporting the 
Iod frame in its horizontal position also differs from that 
shown: in Figs: 1, 3 and 4. The arrangement of Figs. 5 
and 6: uses: the rod frame-46, illustrated in Fig. 2 and em. 
ploys-brackets: 52 having bearing portions 54, the brackets 
being secured to vertically extending wall ió, The frame 
is provided with the hamper bag of Fig. 2 but for pur 
poses of clarity, is not shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The op 
positely extending rod portions 43 are slipped into the 
bearing portions. 54 when fitting the dryer with the ham 
per bag and frame, in the arrangement of Figs. 5 and 6 
the bracket. 52 is mounted so that the rod frame member 
46 rests on horizontally extending wall 19 when the frame 
is in a horizontal position. The wall 19, thus acts as a 
Support for the rod frame when the frame- is in its hori 
Zontal position. 
The vertically extending wall 16 of the dryer is pro 

vided with a bracket 56 to which is pivoted a nylon latch 
member 58. The latch member has a recessed portion 
60 that engages the rod frame 46 when the frame is 
moved to a substantially vertical position. This is illus 
trated in Fig. 5 wherein the latch member 58 is holding 
the rod frame 46 in a substantially vertical position. It 
should be noted, however, that the frame 46 is tilted 
somewhat rightwardly in Fig. 5 so that when the latch is 
released, the frame 46 will move by its own weight against 
the inner face of the door 22. As the door 22 moves to 
a closed position, the inner wall of the door engages 
latch member 58 to move it to the position shown in Fig. 
6. The upward movement of latch member 58 disen 
gages the latch member from the rod frame 46 whereby 
the rod moves of its own weight against door 22. When 
the door is opened, the rod-frame member 46 will then 
move down to its horizontal position wherein the frame 
rests on ledge 19. It is thus apparent that closing of the 
door in the embodiment of Figs. 5 and 6 releases the 
latch member 58 from rod frame 46 in order that the rod 
frame may move to a horizontal position when the door 
is opened. With this arrangement and after loading the 
dryer with clothes, the rod frame 46 may be moved to a 
vertical position and latched. The door 22 is then closed, 
which releases latch 58 and the rod frame rests against 
the door 22 during the drying cycle of the dryer. When 
the clothes are completely dry, the door 22 is opened and 
the rod frame 46 then moves to a horizontal position 
wherein clothes may be loaded into the hamper bag se 
cured to the frame. 
While the form of embodiment of the invention as 

herein disclosed constitutes a preferred form, it is to be 
understood that other forms might be adopted, as may 
come within the scope of the claims which follow. 
What is claimed is as follows: 
1. In combination, a laundry appliance including a 

cabinet, a horizontally arranged tumbling drum in said 
cabinet having a front access opening, an opening in the 
front wall of said cabinet in alignment with said access 
opening, a collapsible hamper bag, a hamper bag Support 
ing frame pivoted to the front wall of said cabinet and 
movable between substantially vertically and horizontally 
disposed positions, said hamper bag laying in a collapsed 
position adjacent said front access opening when said 
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2. 
frame is in Said vertical position, and means for support 
ing said frame when said frame is in said horizontal posi 
tion. - 

2. In combination, a laundry appliance including a 
cabinet, a horizontally arranged tumbling drum in said 
cabinet having a front access opening, an opening in the 
front Wall of said cabinet in alignment with said access 
opening, a collapsible hamper bag adapted for storage; in 
said cabinet, a hamper bag supporting frame pivoted to 
the front, wall of said cabinet immediately below said 
openings and movable between substantially horizontal 
and vertical positions, said hamper bag laying between 
said openings when said frame is in said vertical position, 
and means for supporting said frame when said frame 
is in said horizontal position. 

3. in combination, a laundry appliance including a 
cabinet, a horizontally arranged tumbling drum in said 
cabinet having a front access opening, an opening in the 
front wall of said cabinet in alignment with said access 
opening, a hamper bag. supporting frame pivoted to said. 
front wall and movable from a vertical stored position 
to a horizontal position for use, means for supporting said 
frame when said frame is in said horizontal position, and 
a door pivoted to said cabinet covering and uncovering, 
said openings, said hamper bag frame when in a vertical 
position being located between said door and said cabinet: 
front wall when said door is closed. 

4. The structure set forth, in claim 3 including latch 
means for releasably holding the hamper bag frame in-a- 
vertical position. when the frame is moved to a vertical. position. 

5. In combination, a laundry appliance including a: 
cabinet, a horizontally arranged tumbling drum in said. 
cabinet having a front access opening, an opening in the: 
front wall of said cabinet in alignment with said, access 
opening, a hamper bag supporting frame pivoted to said 
front wall and movable between a vertically disposed 
stored position and a horizontally disposed position for 
use, means for supporting said frame when said frame 
is in said horizontal position, a door pivoted to said cab 
inet covering and uncovering said openings, said frame: 
when in a vertical position being located between said 
door and said cabinet front wall when said door is closed, 
latch means: for releasably holding said frame; in said, 
vertical position, and means operating in response to the: 
closing of said door for releasing said latch means. 

6. In combination, a laundry appliance including...a cab 
inet, a horizontally arranged, tumbling drum in said cab 
inet having a front access opening, an opening in the 
front wall of said cabinet in alignment with said access 
opening, a hamper bag supporting frame pivoted to said 
front wall and movable from a vertical stored position 
to a horizontal position for use, means for supporting 
said frame when said frame is in said horizontal position, 
a door pivoted to said cabinet covering and uncovering 
said openings, said hamper. bag frame when in a vertical 
position:being located between said door and said cabinet 
front wall when said door is closed, a latch, member piv. 
oted to said cabinet and having a portion engaging said 
frame for holding said frame, in a vertical position, and 
means 'movable with said door engaging said latch mem 
ber for pivoting said latch member out of engagement 
with said frame when said door is moved to a closed posi 
tion. 
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