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To all whom, it miay concern: - %
Be it known that: I, Jrrivs H. Husrep, o

- citizen of the United States; residing at Chi-
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“material, which

‘ing a loop—nlembmj ‘and- the

cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tili-
nos, have invented .y new ‘and useful Iim-
provement in : Envelop- fasteners, of which
the following is g specilicdtion, = -
© My object is to providemeans,of irproved
construction’for use in fastening down the
flaps of envelops in ‘a manner, ‘more’ espe-
i permit the residy opening, of the en-
velop for the inspection of contents us re-
for example, in the case of third class

mail.
In carrying ,
the fastening means Wt wo. parts of flexible
example, bt preferably Paper, one part be-
i ' other being o
slotted tongue-member.- T} Ioop'-m'em%)cr
is gummed or piisted agains he surface of
the envelop flap, and ‘the tongue-member ig
gummed or pasted against the body of the
envelop, the parts being so attached and po-
sitioned that to lock the flap ih(s’tm)gue_ of
the tongue-member may*be Passed through
the loop-member an thence into the slot of
the tongue-member,
the tongue and holds it with desirec security.,
By preference, I provide the loop-member

~with a short projection, undtlie tongue with

&1 opening near its base to feceive thie
jection and operate-as addition
Preventing the tongue from being drawn
through the loop toirelease its ond from the
slot of the tongue-picce ani permit inad-
vertent unlocking an opening of the flap.
Referring to the drawing—Figure 1 s o
perspective view of the reay side of an en-
velop with my improvements applied there-

pro-
al means for

-to, and showing the parts in locked position;

Fig. 2, a similar view showing the parts un-
pily
open; Fig. 3, an enlarged section takor on
line 3 in Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a face view of the fag-
tening members of the preferred forun: and
fig. 5, a similar view of the fastening men-
ers of a modified form,

The fastening membeors consist of
piece 6 and tongue-piece 7,
preferably of Paper of desired {

a loop-
They are
oughness.

The loop-piece may be of bifureate form, ag |
" shown, presenting the

cdge 8 at the base of
theloop. The tongue-piece, or member, has
a tongue 9, and may have a T or other shaped
opening, as shown in Fig. 4, or be bifurcated
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out my invention, T provide-

may be leather or cloth, for-

which houses the end of
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as shown in Fig. 5, to produce g housing-

‘| pose hereinafter explained.  The loop mem-
ber is gummed or pasted to the envelop flap
11 to occupy the position indicated, that por-
tion from the edge 8 to-the lower end hein
[ left free or ungummed to permit the ready
passage of the fongue through the loop.  The
ody-portion of the tongue-piece is pasted or
gummed to the envelop body in the position
shown' and in & manner to leave pocket be-
low the slot 10 to receive the end portion of
the tongue, as indicated.
To lock ‘down the flg
passed upward between the
loop-piece and edge of the flap through the
opening left by the ungummed space, and s
drawn through the loop and bent over the
edge 8. The free end portion of the tongue
is then passed through the
housing pocket left, behind the loop-piece, as
deseribed. The bending of the tongue over
the edge 8, and the insertion’ of its end into
the slot 10, operates offectively to lock the
parts together with desired seenrity and hold
the flap closed. As additional security, the
edge 8 may be provided with & projection 12,
| and an opening 13 may be provided at the
/ base of “the tongue, ‘wheroby, when the

the tongue 9 jg
lower part of the

tongue is bent over the edge 8, the projection
12 will enter the opening 13 and prevent the
tongue from slipping in“the Ipop. ;

The loop and tongue menters of my jm-
proved envelop-fastener niay be cut t6 pre-
sent any desired shape, so long as the essen-
tial fealures hereinafter claimed are present.

The foregoing description
especially to the manner of re-fastening an

envelop after it has been opened, as, for in-

stance, for inspoction purposes by the postal
authorities. Tn the process of manulactie-
ing my fastener it is the practice to fasten to-
gether the two members of the fastener and
attach it to
only, thereby leaving the other end free to
be pasted down upon the envelop to close it
after the latter has heen filled, o1 to assemble
the fasteners and provide the trade with
them diseonnected from envelops. By pro-
viding the lips 100 extending into the slot on
| the tongue -equipped member the fastener-

members may be assembled very quickly by
{inserting, in each case, the tongue t]u'ougi
the lotted I()op-member, thence bending the

tongue backward to cause it to lie against,
J the lips and over the slot, and by a small rod

slot 10 into which extend lips 102, for g pur-
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or pencil press the end of the tongue through * the said tongue, said flexible tongue being

the slot and past the lips, which latter im-
mediately spring back mto place and press
against (he tongue to hold it firmly between
them and the envelop. By so assembling
the members arching of the tongue with its
consequent buekling is dispensed with and
the tongue is maintained at its free end, at
all times, in fat condition.

What [ elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is

1. The combination with an envelop, of
means for locking the flap to the body com-
prising a slotted member upon one said part
of the envelop and a flesible member on the
other said pait of the envelop provided with a
tongue and containing an elongated slot so
shaped as o permit the tongue, when in-
serted through the stot in =aid-first-named
stotted member and bent back upon the
member carrying i, to be flexed through
said fast-nanied stot without buckling thé
tongue lengthwise thereof.

2. The combination with i envelop, of

means for foeking the flap to the body com-

prising a slotted member upon one said part
of the envelop, andd a flexible member on the
other said part of the envelop provided with
a tongue and containing a slot so shaped as
to permit the tongue, when inserted through
said slotted member and bent back upon the
member carrying it, to be pressed through
the sfot and past the sides thereof, Tor the
purpose set forth,

g
.

he combination with an envelop, of
means for locking the flap to the body, con-
prising a slotted member upon one said part
of the envelop, a flexsible member on the
other said part of the envelop provided with
a tongue, slots in said flexible
equipped member conununicating with, cach
other and extending at approximately right
angles to cach other and arranged trans-

versely and longitudinally, respectively, of”

- prising a slotted member upon one suid part .

tongue-

adapted to be inserted through the slot of
the said first-named ‘member and thence
through the slot. ol the tongue-equipped
member, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination with an envelop, of
means for locking the flup to the body, com-
prising a slotted member upon one said part
of the euvelop, a flexible member on the
other said part of the envelop provided with
a tongue, o slot in said tongue-cquipped
member, and lips extending into said slot,
suid tongue being adaptéd to be passed
through the stot of said first-numed member

and thence through the slot in said tongue-

equipped member to lie between the envelop
and suid lips, for the purpose set forth.

5. The combination with an envelop, of
means for locking the flap to the body, com-

of the envelop, a flexible member on the
other said part of the envelop provided with
a tongue and a slot, the tongue being adapted
{o be inserted through the slot in said first-
named member and bent back and inserted
through the slot in said other member, and in-
terfocking means intermediate the marginal
edges of the tongue, for the purpose set forth.

6. An envelop fastener comprising a mem-
ber having a slot and a tongue projecting
into the slot, and a second member provided

with a stot and a tongue extending from said.

last-named  member, said  second-named
member being provided with a second vpen-
ing intermediate the marginad edges of the
said last-named  tongue for receiving the
tongue o said first-natned member when the
fastener is in assembled condition, for the
purpose set forth.
JULIUS . HHUSTED.
In presence of— . ‘

A. UL Tuories,
4. H. LaNpEs
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