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EXEAHE (B L4 ° CHANNEL CHANGER FOR USE IN A SWITCHED DIGITAL VIDEO
SYSTEM) _

A rapid channel changer for use in a digital

broadband access system. The subject rapid channel

changer includes a cache buffer for storing the
video data and a processor for detecting and
pointing to the synchronization frames. When a
subscriber’s channel change request is received by
the processing unit, the corresponding video
signal can be quickly accessed and directed
downstream to the subscriber, since the processor

can immediately synchronize the video data without
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having to wait for the next synchronization frame.
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A rapid channel changer for use in a digital

broadband access system. The subject rapid channel

changer includes a cache buffer for storing the
video data and a processor for detecting and
pointing to the synchronization frames. When a
Ssubscriber’s channel change request is received by
the processing unit, the corresponding video
signal can be quickly accessed and directed
downstream to the subscriber, since the processor

can immediately synchronize the video data without
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Claims
What is claimed is:
1 1. A method of switching to a video chaﬁnél requested by a
2 subscriber in a switched digital video system, said method
3 comprising the steps of:
4 inputting video data corresponding to a plurality of video

<

5 channels into a first memory means; ‘ . , *ﬂ

6 detecting a synchronization start point for each input video
7 channel;

8 ' recording the locations of the detected synchronization

9 start points in a second memory means;-

10 receiving a request for a video channel from a subscriber;
11 accessing a stream of video data corresponding to the

12 requested video channel at the synchronization start point

13 location recordé& in the second memory meéns; and

14 transmitting the acceséed stream of video data corresponding

15 to the requested channel to the requesting subscriber.

1 2. The method of claim 1 wherein the first memory means is

2 a “first-in-first-out” type cache buffer.

1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein the video data is in an

2 MPEG-2 format.
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