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Ao all, Luhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS M. ST. JOHN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented a Mechanically-Printed Photographic 
Negative, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The invention forming the subject-matter 

of this application comprises a thin and suf 
ficiently-transparent sheet, preferably of pa 
per, upon which is printed in an ordinary 
printing-press a negative of a picture, image, 
or design. From such negatives positive pic 
tures may be printed photographically upon 
sensitized paper in the ordinary way. 

Mechanically-printed negatives may be pro 
duced in any suitable way. For instance, a 
photographic negative of a desired picture, 
image, or design is made in the usual way 
and is then photographed, the plate of this 
second photographic operation being then a 
positive, which is transferred to metal and a 
printing-plate produced, the impression from 
which is of course negative, and such a nega 
tive being printed upon sufficiently - thin 
transparent paper may be used as photo 
graphic negatives ordinarily are for the print 
ing of positive pictures. Such a plate may 
be placed in an ordinary printing-press and 
an indefinite number of impressions taken 
from it. I purpose supplying an assortment 
of such mechanically-printed negatives, to 
gether with photographically-sensitive paper 

and a suitable printing-frame, to be used by 
children for their instruction and amusement. 
Such mechanically-printed negatives of va 
rious designs so prepared may be used for 
other purposes. For instance, they may be 
supplied together with a sensitizing solution, 
which may be applied to fabrics, upon which 
the design or picture may then be photograph 
ically printed. Their use in this way may be 
desirable for many purposes. 
The accompanying drawing shows a nega 

tive of Gilbert Stuart's picture of George 
Washington printed mechanically, as de 
scribed, upon a thin transparent sheet of 
paper. 
The article herein claimed differs from lan 

tern-slides, in which a positive of the image 
is produced on glass, and it differs from all 
other sheets containing photographic copies 
of images in that a negative is printed on the 
sheet by the ordinary process of printing, as 
in a printing-press, enabling the articles to 
be produced rapidly and cheaply. 

I claim as my invention 
A thin flexible transparent sheet having 

upon it a mechanically-printed negative of a 
photographic copy of an image. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 

Scribed my name. 
THOMAS M. ST. JOHN. 

Witnesses: 
E. F. PoRTER, 
W. A. STAHLIN. 
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