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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Foster S. Broox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Wichita, in the county of Sedgwick and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Combination
Folding Suitcases, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to furniture, and
more especially to tables having a sectional
top; and the object of the same is to provide
a knock-down table which may be con-
verted into a suit case or receptacle for
dishes and other small articles, as well as
containing the legs which are employed
when the device is used as a table. The

structure is particularly designed for mili-

tary men at the front, for automobilists,
and the like.

An object of the invention is to produce
a structure which when set up as a table
may be of full size or half size, according
as one or both of the panels are employed.

Other objects will appear in the following
specification and claims, and reference is

~made to the drawings, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a sectional view of the struc-
ture servmg as a suit case,

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the structure
serving as a table taken on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 3,

F1g 8 is a similar section on line 3—3
of Fig. 2, :

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the frame,

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of one top
panel,

Fig. 6 is a perspective detail of one corner
of the frame and its casting.

Broadly speaking this device. comprises
a frame, two top -panels whereof each is
the same size as the frame, a set of legs,
and means for connecting the parts. I do
not wish to be limited to. proportions and
materials, but by preference the frame is
a wooden structure and the panels also
may be of wood and preferably lighter than
that employed in the frame; whereas the
legs may be pipes or rods, and the remain-
ing or hardware elements are of metal.

The frame is made up of a top strip 1, a
bottom strip 2, and two end strips 8, and in
Fig. 6 1s shown a form of casting which I
preferably employ for connecting the strips
at the corners of the frame. It has a quad-
rant shaped body 4 with a fin 5 projecting
from its angle and intended to stand be-

tween the mitered extremities of strips as
seen, its body being held by fastening de-
vices such as screws 6 passing through the
walls into the strips which are connected.
It has top and bottom elements which might
be called shelves, the lower shelf having an
opening 8 for the leg, and a set screw 9
passes into the edge of the shelf and inter-
sects this opening. The top strip 1 .is pro-
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vided on its outer face with a handle 10, on

its inner face opposite said handle are two
pivoted hooks 11, near its ends and adjacent
1ts lower edge as Seen in Fig. 2 are two other
pivoted hooks 12, and just above them are

two more plvoted hooks 13, each having a

pin 14 on 1ts bill which prOJects throuﬂh an
arcuate slot 15 in the strip 1, as best seen in
Figs. 1 and 4, so that this hook can be swung
on its pivot from the outside of the strip.
The bottom strip 2 has escutcheon plates 16
inset into its inner face at four points di-
rectly opposite the bills of the four hooks
12 and 13. Fach end strip-carries a hook
17 at about its mid-length. The hooks 11
and 17 are for holding on the cover or table
top panels, and I have preferably made them
larger in the drawings in order that they
may be distinguished from the others, al-
though of course this is not absolutely neces-
sary.

- The legs 20 are four in number and may
be short sections of rods or pipes, or per-
haps might be of wood. - When in.use as
seen in Figs. 2 and 3 their upper. ends are
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passed upward through the holes in the.:

lower shelf 7 and a corresponding hole (not

shown) in the shelf above, so that they. are
mounted in the casting within the corner of
the frame, and the set screw 9 is tightened
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up to hold them in place as best seen in Fig. -

3. When not in use these legs may be stored
away by disposing them obliquely :within
the frame 4 as shown in dotted lines in Fig.
4. for which purpose each end. strip is pro-
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vided with a recess 19 as indicated. The. -
legs should be of such size that when so

stored away they do not occupy much space
within the interior of the device, because this
space is useful for stomng other articles as
will be clear.
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The table top panels 21 are duphcates,“

and T need describe but one. Each is of a
contour corresponding - with that of the
frame as a comparison of Figs. 4 and 5 will
disclose.
pair of cleats 22, preferably made of angle

110

Each has across its lower face a..
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iron so as'to strengthen the panel, and one

end of each cleat has a projection or hook

23 adapted to enter the:.epeningin:ome-of

the escutcheon plates 16, while the other end
5 of the cleat has an eye 24-*9;dapbe‘dl totbe-en-
gaged by the bill of a hook. Just inside of
the plates sand gad]acent one edge (of sthe
panel 21 is a pair of eyes 25 and centrally
disposed adjacent the other edge of the
_panel is a single eye 27.

In settmg up ‘this device as a suit case,
the iframe is §tood on.- edge as seen in Fig.
1,.and one panel 21 is brought up. aoalnst
'1ts right side, the hooks 28 at, the lowe1 ends
-of-the -cleats ‘being “inserted into a pair_of
ceseutcheon - plates 16,gthen the upper edge
ofthis panel is swung inward and this su:le
ofthe frame'is closed; and’ ﬁnally the op-
erator -reaches - through the yet open,oppo-
site side of the frame.and swings the hooks
12 so-that-their bills engage the eyes 24 as
seen:at theright of’ Fig.: 1 “Now, the opposite
-orleft’ hand ;panel i§ brought:into .position
at the-other $ide of the frame, the hooks 28
5 of‘its-¢leats similar]y. engaged ; with the re-
;malmng pair-of escutcheon plates and ‘its
‘upper -edge swung. ggainst the frame; .and
sthen-the ‘gperator by mampulatmg the pins
14 can-swing:the'hooks 13 so that their bills
engage:the eyes of “this pair of cleats. A
neat»contalner is thus. produced, simulating
-a-suit case and in whith any. desired, articles
-may -be: stored and carried.

‘When the device is'to' be used as a. single-
‘ledf table, one-panel:21 as.shown in Fig. 5
igtto-be:-connected with the frame as shown
in'Fig.*4. Tf we assume -that’the panel is
turned rover ‘to “the léft onto-the frame .as
seen, it-willbe-obvieus-that the hooks 23 on
40 the cleats can be engaged with the two ‘es-

+cutcheon-plates 16, and: thereafter-the’ hooks

‘13 within ithe [frame can’be.engaged with

the-eyes 24-on the ¢leats; and ‘this'is true

-whether -the -panél ‘21 shown - is apphed to
45 'that -edge -of *the “frame -which carries -the
“hooks:13,-0r' to the other edge -whieh carrjes
‘the hooks 12. fThe legs-are-then inseirted
into-the corner- castmgs and:fastenéd' by set-
‘ting-up* the set- serews’ 9.

*When ‘the ‘device-is'to*be.used as.a:two-
‘Jeafitable, both-panels 21-must be -employed
anid* they-are!ldid.-across:-and ‘fastened to'the
frame in-a position -at right angles-to.that
-oceupied by the - single paneél in’ the smaller
55 +gable just: deseribed.  Now:the cleats, 22 pass

-outside the-side strips-1l.and.2 of the frame

~as:seen-in Fig.”8, and' therefore-the ‘fasten-

-ing:deviees: whlch co-act with thehook 17 in

-the-end -of-the'frame -and its two ,remaining
80 eyes 25 come into position to be: engaged by

<8 Pairy of: hooks'11, the- engagement of’ course

being ffected * by -reaghing -up under the
rframe insa-manner which-will'be-clear. “The
legs-are: apphed last-and ‘the tgble set up.
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cleats are highly essential toward strength-
ening the top panels which may be of rather
‘light :stock -and cfor serving as means for
holding the panels in place, or for prevent-
‘ing -them /frem slipping when they are
hooked i in place. All fastening devices are

70

.on the.inner faces of the panels. and  the
_strips, and the last hooks to be swung into

engagement ‘with-the eyes 24 have the pro-
jecting pins 14 so that they, can be actuated
from the exterior. "These pins by preference
I,pm]ect through two arcuite slots 15 in the
strip 1 of-the frame so that when the .snit
.case is. carried around by its ‘handle 10 the.
‘pins will ;not -contact with the .ground or 80
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.other support and - the posmblhty _that the

‘hooks will be accidentally dlsengaged from

-the eyes is reduced. to,a minimum.

“The foregoing. desorlptlon and the draw-
ings. Thave reference to whatimay: “be_congid--
ered _the preferled or .approved form of
my . 1nvent10n Tt is to e understood that
T ‘may make such changes in construetion
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-and arrangement and combm,atmn of parts, .

_materials, dlmensmns, et - cefera, .as .nay 90
prove expedient and, fall W1th1n the scope.of
.the appended cla,lms

Having thus “fully described .my- inven-
tion, what T claim as.new and. desire to se-
_cure by "Letters Patent, is:—

1. In ‘a table, -the combmatmn with a
iframe of rectangular contour the legs, and
‘a.top;panel ‘of the same size as.the “frame;
of a_pair of ¢leats secured. across the bottom
of the panel and spaced to pass. outside the
side strips ‘of :the “frame ‘when the panel
‘stands at right angles to said frame, the
cleats being of a length to pass’ 1ns1de»sa1d
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_side strips when the panel is. superposed _on

‘the frame “in parallélism 'therewith, and
.eans for fastening the panel to the fx;ame
‘in either position.”

2. In a table, the combination with a'iname
of rectangular contour,\the,legs, and.a-top
panel of the same $ize as the frame; of a
pair of cleats secured across, the, bottOm of
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“the panel and spaced to pass outside the

side  strips of ‘the 'frame when 'the “panel
stands at - rlght angles to. said frame, the
cleats’ being of a'length to pass 1ns1de said
side strips when'the panel‘is superposed on
‘the frameiin para]lehsm therewith, means
at the extremities of the cleats for ‘fasten-
ing the'panel to-the‘frame in’the Iast-named
posmon and. other -meansfor’ fastening 1 the
“panel ‘to:the ‘frame in-the. first-named posi-
‘tion.

3. In a table, the - combmafclon -with .a
frame '6f rectangular- contour, the legs,;and
a top pansl of the same §ize as the frame; of 125
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.a pair-of ¢leats secured across the bottom. of
-the-paneél and spaced topass outside thesside

strips of thetframe when the panél stands at
angles to-siid frame,’ the cleats" being. ‘of a
’length to “pass inside said side stmps When 130
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the panel is superposed on the frame in par-
allelism therewith, means at the extremities
of the cleats for fastening the panel to the
frame in the last-named position, and hooks
and eyes within the frame and in the under
side of the panel for fastening the latter to
the frame in the first-named position.

4. In a table, the combination with a
frame whereof one side strip has a pair of
escutcheon plates inset in its inner face, a
pair of hooks pivoted within the opposite
pair of plates, and the legs; of a top panel,
a pair of cleafs secured to the under side of
the frame and having hooks at one extrem-
ity and eyes at the other for respective en-
gagement with said escutcheons and hooks
of the frame.

5. In a convertible structure of the class
described, the combination with a frame
whereof one side strip has an arcuate slot
near one edge, a hook pivoted within said
strip and having a pin on its bill projecting
through said slot, a hook pivoted within the
strip near its opposite edge, and escutcheon

5 plates carried by the inner face of the oppo-

site side strips; of a pair of panels of the

3

same size as the frame, and a cleat across
the inner face of each panel and having a
hook at one extremity for engaging one of
said escutcheon plates and an eye at the
other extremity for engagement the bill of
one of said hooks, for the purpose set forth.

6. In & convertible structure, the com-
bination with a frame made up of a pair of
side strips and a pair of end strips; of a
quadrant casting in each corner of the
frame comprising a hollow body with upper
and lower shelves, the latter being per-
forated, a set screw through this shelf into
said perforation, and a fin at the angle of
the quadrant standing between the con-
tiguous ends of the adjacent strips, means
for fastening the quadrant to said strips,
and a removable leg insertible through said
perforation beneath the set screw.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FOSTER S. BROOK.
‘Witnesses:

Gro. CHARLTON,
T. M. Voss.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for fiveé cents each, by addressing the Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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