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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JacoB IH. GROSS, of
Niantie, in the county of Macon and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements iu Letter-Boxes, of which
the following is a specificatian.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap, neat, and duorable letter-box that is
weather-prooef, that eannot be easily robbed,
and that may be locked or otherwise secured
I attain my objectin the
manner hereinafter set forth, reference being
had to the drawings accompanying and form-
ing a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my device.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of thesame. Fig. 3
is a central vertical section from front to back.
Fig. 4 is a representation of the bottom of
the box.

The casing1is preferably of cast metal, and
it has the top 5 provided with opening 2,
through which the letters pass. The door 3
normally closes the opening. It is inclined
and detached to shed water. It is hinged at
3% and it has the weighted extension 3*. The
opening 2 is provided with a lid 4, which is
hinged at 4%, and which may be closed when
necessary to exclude snow or sleet from con-
tact with door 3. The bottom of the box 13
is hinged at 13® and has the upwardly-ex-
tended portion 13*. It also has the stop 14
and the lock-block 15, provided with a hole
for padlock 16. Lug7 on the lower front part

of casing 1 provides a bearing for button-S..

Lugs 9 and 10 provide means for securing the
device to a door or other support, screws be-
ing passed through holes in the lugs and into
the support. The shaft 11 is to be extended

through the rear wall of the box and through
the door to which it is attached. It has a
button 12 inside the box, adapted to engage
extension 13* of the lower door, and it also
has a knob or other turning device on its op-

posite end. The glass 6 in the front of the
casing exposes the letters_in the box. The
roof and all upper surfaces are inclined in
order to shed water.

Letters placed in opening 2 depress door 3,

45

and following the course indicated by arrows

in Fig. 8 strike first against inecline 1°, then
againstinecline 1°, and fall against the face of
the box out of the way of other letters that
may be subsequently introduced. The sur-
face 1* is interposed between the letters and
the opening in such manner as to make it
difficult to Tob the box by means of an im-
plement introduced through the upper door.

The button -8 will hold the lower door
closed, or the knob on.shaft 11 may be turned
and button 12 be made to hold the door in

.such manner that one outside the hounse can-

not open it; orthe padlock 16 may be applied
if itis desired to make the fastening unusually
secure.

~Ieclaim—

1. A letter-box consisting of a front wall
having its upper portion curved inwardly
and its lower portion curved outwardly, a rear
wall having an inward curve corresponding
to the outward curve of the front wall, a, de-
livery-door in the lower end and a receéiving-
door in the upper end over the inward curve
of the front wall, as set forth.

2. The letter-box 1, having the receiving-
opening 2, the inclined door 3, set below and
detached from the top of the box, the dis-
charge-door 13, having the stop 14 and the
lock-block 15, the button 8, and the shaft 11,
having batton 12, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I sign my name in
the presence of two subseribing witnesses.

JACOB H. GROSS.

Attest:
-JOHN S. KIZER,
A. M, FARNAM.
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