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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
There is disclosed a flexible disk-like sheet member hav 

ing a plurality of slits extending radially from a point cen 
trally of the member to provide a plurality of triangular 
fingers which extend in one direction from flexure of the 
disk as a pony tail or object to be clamped is passed 
through the disk in a direction opposite to the direction of 
its flexure so that the fingers firmly grip the pony tail 
or object when the disk-like member springs back to its 
unstressed form and the device is removable by flexing 
the disk in the opposite direction causing the fingers to 
unleash the ponytail or object. 

This invention relates to an accessory device and more 
particularly to a device for clasping "ponytails' or articles 
of wearing apparel and the like to hold or retain the same 
in a desired condition or position. 
Various types of hairdressing accessories or devices 

have been proposed for forming hair into a "ponytail” or 
the like, and various forms of rings, ties and the like have 
been proposed for holding articles of wearing apparel such 
as head or neck scarfs in a desired position. An object 
of the present invention, however, is to provide a simple 
and inexpensive accessory device that not only serves as 
a hairdressing accessory for forming a "pony tail' and 
holding it in proper shape and position, but is also useful, 
for clasping articles of wearing apparel and the like to 
form the same into novel shapes and hold or retain the 
same in a desired condition or position. 
A further object is to provide an accessory device of 

the above character that may be ornamental as well as 
useful, and which is readily attached and detached with 
out the need of any buttons, hooks, ties or similar de 
WCCS. 

A further object is to provide such an accessory device 
which firmly grips or clasps the hair or other article 
to hold it in the desired position or condition without the 
use of teeth, pins, clips or the like that might damage the 
fabric of the apparel. 
The above and other objects, features and advantages 

of the invention will be apparent from the following de 
scription and the accompanying drawing which illustrates 
certain preferred embodiments of the invention and in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the basic structure of the 

accessory device; 
FIG. 2 is a view illustrating the use of the device as a 

hairdressing accessory; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view showing the accessory 

with the "pony tail” of FIG. 2 clasped therein; 
FIG. 4 is a similar view showing how the accessory 

can be flexed to assist in its detachment; 
FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the use of the accessory in 

a clasp for a head scarf; 
FIG. 6 illustrates the use of the accessory with a neck 

scarf; 
FIG. 7 illustrates the use of the accessory as a tie for 

gloves; and 
FIG. 8 illustrates the use of the accessory for forming 

a handbag or the like. 
Referring to the drawings, and more particularly to 

FIG. 1, the accessory device 10 comprises a sheet-like 
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member 12 which is of generally circular or disk-like 
shape and is provided with a plurality of slits 14. The slits 
14 extend radially from a point 16 located substantially 
centrally of the member 12 and are cut entirely through 
the member 12 to provide a plurality of triangularly 
shaped fingers 18 extending towards the central point ió. 
The member 12 is cut or formed from a sheet of plastic 
or like material having such rigidity and flexibility that 
the fingers 18 can be readily bent but tend to flex back 
wardly into the plane of the member 12 upon release of 
an external bending force thereby firmly gripping or 
clasping a strand of hair or other article inserted through 
the disk without the use of any teeth, pins, clips or the 
like that might damage or injure fabric material. 
The strength of the member 12 and the flexibility of the 

fingers 18 are also such that the fingers may be repeatedly 
flexed or bent so that the accessory device can be reused 
many times without losing its gripping function and ac 
tion. The flexibility of the member 12 is also preferably 
such that the member can flex to a saucer-like shape as 
illustrated in FIG. 3 when a "pony tail” 19 or other ob 
ject is inserted therethrough. This flexibility further per 
mits the member 12 and fingers 18 to be flexed in a re 
verse direction as illustrated in FIG. 4 to assist in the de 
tachment of the member and withdrawal of the object re 
turned therein. The member 12 may also have a scalloped 
or other edge as illustrated at 20 in FIG. 2 to give it an 
ornamental design, and it may be decorated as illustrated 
at 22 in FIG. 6, or it may have a solid color. 
As above set forth, the invention has as one of its prin 

cipal objects the provision of an accessory device for 
forming and holding a "pony tail” of hair. Such use, as 
above described, is illustrated in FIGS. 2-4 of the draw 
ing. A further important feature of the invention, how 
ever, is to provide an accessory device that is also useful 
as a clasp for articles of wearing apparel and the like. 
Such use is illustrated, by way of example, in FIGS. 5-8 
of the drawing. 

In FIG. 5, there is shown a head scarf 50 which is 
secured and held in position by the accessory device 10 
of the invention. The ends 52 of the scarf may be shaped 
and retained in any desired condition by holding member 
10. In FIG. 6, the accessory 10 comprising the member 
12 is shown as holding the ends of a neck Scarf, the ends 
12 of which are shown as folded in a distinctive manner. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a pair of gloves 70 fastened together by 
the accessory 10 of the invention, thus providing a ready 
means to store matching gloves in a drawer, pocket book, 
coat or the like. FIG. 8 illustrates a novel use of the 
invention in which a scarf or large handkerchief 80 can 
be formed into a handbag or the like, it being only neces 
sary to fold the fabric into a suitable shape and draw 
the ends 82 through the member 12 of accessory 10. In 
this use of the accessory, for example, a scarf or the like 
could be shaped for sale in the form of a handbag with the 
device of the invention providing a bonus item in the na 
ture of a hairdressing accessory, or the owner of the hair 
dressing accessory can use it to form handbags of different 
ornamental designs and shapes for use with different 
dresses and the like. There has thus been provided a 
simple, inexpensive and ornamental accessory device for 
forming and holding "pony tails' of hair, for retaining 
articles of wearing apparel in distinctive shapes, and for 
making decorative and unique handbags or the like, and 
which is readily attached and detached without injury to 
fabric material clasped thereby. 
While preferred embodiments and uses of the invention 

have been set forth, it is to be understood that the inven 
tion is not limited to these specific amendments and uses 
and is to be limited only by the scope of the appended 
claims. 
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It is claimed: 
1. An accessory device for forming and retaining hair 

dos and articles of apparel in predetermined configuration 
and position comprising a sheet-like member of flexible 
plastic-like material, there being a plurality of slits extend 
ing through the material and projecting radially from a 
point located substantially centrally of said member, said 
slits providing a plurality of substantially triangularly 
shaped coplanar fingers having their apexes at said point, 
and such plastic-like material having a flexibility such that 
said fingers firmly grasp an object when inserted through 
said member while the member is bent in one direction 
and permitting ready removal of said object from said 
member by bending of said member in the opposite direc 
tion causing the fingers to project in an opposite direction. 

2. An accessory device as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said fingers are of such size and dimensions as to grasp a 
"pony tail” of hair. 

3. An accessory device as set forth in claim 2 in which 
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4. 
said fingers are of such size and dimensions as also to 
grasp the free ends of an article of wearing apparel in 
serted through said member while the member is bent in 
said one direction. 
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