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(57) Abstract: This refrigerant distributor is formed by stacking a plurality of plate-form members, each of which extends
vertically, a plurality of flat-pipe insertion holes into which end parts of flat pipes are to be inserted being formed in
the refrigerant distributor in the vertical direction, a refrigerant inlet part also being formed in the refrigerant distributor,
and the refrigerant distributor having formed in the interior thereof a flow path through which the refrigerant flowing in
through the inlet part is branched and channeled to the plurality of flat pipes. The flow path has: an outward path that
extends vertically, the inlet part being connected to a lower end part of the outward path, and the refrigerant flowing
upward through the outward path; a return path that extends vertically, the refrigerant flowing downward through the
return path; an upper communication path and a lower communication path via which the outward path and the return path
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cyclically communicate; and a plurality of flat-pipe communication paths via which the plurality of flat-pipe insertion
holes communicate individually with the return path. As seen from the direction in which the plurality of plate-form
members are stacked, the lateral width of the flat-pipe communication paths is equal to or greater than the lateral width
of the return path crossing the stacking direction.
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