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This invention is concerned with the art 

of reproducing the natural appearances of 
surfaces such as marble slabs, wooden panels 
and the like on slabs of dissimilar materials 

5 and has for its general object an improved 
method of utilizing a transfer pattern taken 
from a printing surface photographically de" 
rived from the original surface to be simu 
lated and a colored finishing coat. By con 

10 trolling the pigmental or color environment 
of the transfer when being applied to the 
surface being finished the full tone, half 
tone and quarter tone color contrasts between 
the ground color or the color of a ground. 

15 coating of pigment, the sharp contrasts be 
tween the transfer color and the ground col 

' or can be subdued or varied at will without 
destroying the detail present in a transfer 
pattern derived in the manner referred to. 

20 Other objects of my invention will become; 
apparent from the following description re 
lating to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein I have shown in diagrammatical 
cross-section the mode of application of my 
process. The essential characteristics there 
of will be summarized in the claims. . 
In the drawings, Figº 1 is a diagrammatic 

cross sectional representation of a slab ma 
terial, the surface of which is to be treated 
} the use of my process, and represents th? sjab with an application of the ground coat 
thereto; Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic represen 
tation similar to Fig, 1, but including two 
transfer patterns applied to the ground coat; 
Fig. 3 is a representation of the slab with 
the surface thereof completely finished or 
sealed. s + 

' My. invention contemplates the improve 
ment of the method of applying grainin 
transfers such as marble grains, woo 
grains, etc. to surfaces being finished in Simu 
lation of the surface appearance of the 
natural object by following generally the 
now well known process of grain reprod?c 
tion by the use of a photographically de 
rived pattern forming surface; but I mod 
ify the last step in the finishing process to 
the extent that the heretofore final coating, 
usually a clear varmish or lacquer is treated 

"50 with a suitable coloring matter such as an 

| 25 

30 

35 

| 40 

45 

aniline dye to give this otherwise transpar 
ent coating a color which will impart to the 
surface tonal depth and will serve to blend 
the full tone, half tone and quarter tone con 
trasts between the ground coating and the 

ain p?ttern colors. I find this can be ef 
ected in a readily practical manner by us ing a clear lacquer pigmented to translucency 
with an aniline dye. I choose to mix a sol 
uble amiline dye of predetermined color se 
lection to impart to the lacquer a color which 
when superposed over the ground coat and 
varying tonal contrasts between the ground 
coat and color of the transfer will represent 
?ne of the n?tural general tones of the orig 
inal surface being simulated. • • 
In Fig. 1 of the drawings I diagrammati 

cally show in cross section a slab 10, the sur 
fac? 11 of which may have applied thereto 
a ground coating 12 as a base for the finish, 
which ground coating may be Serviceable as 
a filler and support for a grain transfer, the 
color of this ground coat being also deter 
mined with care. The grain transfer may 
be taken from a pattern forming surface 
which is photographically derived through 
the making of a negative of the natural slab 
such as marble or wood, and I may then 
reproduce from the negative a half tone or 
photogravure printing surface in the well 
known manner and which will be suitable 
for forming the transfer, I recommend a 
rinting surface derived in the manner set 

forth in the patent to Saalburg. No. 923,799 
issued June 1, 1909, known as photogravure 
plate or roll surface formation. 
The grain pattern may be removed from 

such a surface by the use of a resilient take 
off roll. A roll carrying such transferred 
pattern may then be passed over the ground 
coat 12 and th?s deposit thereon the grain 
pattern l?yer of pigment:18, the pigment or 
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ink forming the transfer being selected with : 
care to approximate as nearly as possible one 
of the natural grain colors of the original 
sl?b surface being reproduced. 

'' In Some cases I prefer to superpose one 
transfer over another, particularly when re 
prod??ing th?n?tural appearance of a mar, 
ble slab, and I show in Fig. 2 such a second 
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