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ROLLER REST ENCLOSURE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention relates to a storage apparatus for paint roller sleeves, and in
particular to such an apparatus that allows the painter to temporarily store a paint roller sleeve

to prevent the paint from solidifying or dripping onto the environment.

Painters often use paint roller assemblies to apply paint to a surface. A paint roller
assembly typically comprises a roller sleeve supported by a roller handle assembly. The
roller handle assembly comprises a handle member and a roller cage. The roller cage is
supported by the handle member for rotation about a roller axis. The roller sleeve is
detachably attached to the roller cage. During use, the user grasps the handle member to roll
the roller sleeve about the roller axis first in paint (usually in a tray) and then onto the surface

to be coated.

Conventionally, paint roller sleeves are considered disposable. However, the paint
roller sleeves are often cleaned and reused several times before eventually being discarded.
If the enfire paint roller assembly 1s cleaned so that the roller sleeve may be reused, as much
paint as possible 1s first removed from the roller sleeve. The roller sleeve and roller assembly

are then rinsed in the appropriate solvent.

However, 1t is often desirable to temporarily store a paint roller sleeve with paint on it

in such a way that the paint will not dry on the roller sleeve or drip onto the environment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Apparatus for temporary storage of paint roller sleeves, the paint roller sleeves being
mounted on a roller cage, the roller cage being connected to a handle assembly, the apparatus

comprising:

An enclosure rece1ving the paint roller sleeve, the roller cage, and a portion of the

handle assembly; and

a cover sealing the enclosure.
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A principal object and advantage of the present invention is that it permits a paint

roller sleeve to be stored for long periods of time without drying out.

Another principal object and advantage of the present invention is that it prevents

paint from a paint roller sleeve from dripping onto the environment.

5 Another principal object and advantage of the present invention is that it can be stood

on a base, hung from a hook, or hung from a ladder rung.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a user employing a paint roller for use with the present

imvention.

10 FI1G. 2 1s a perspective view of one embodiment of the present invention.
FI1G. 2A 1s a top plan view of the apparatus of the present invention.
FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a second embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a cross-section taken at approximately the lines 4 of Fig. 3.
FIG. 5 1s a perspective view of a third embodiment of the present invention.

15 FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of another embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 1s a cross-section taken at approximately the lines 7 of Fig. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The present invention 1s generally shown in the Figures as reference numeral 10.

The present invention is an apparatus 10 for temporary storage of paint roller sleeves
20 S which are mounted on a roller cage C, the roller cage C being connected to a handle
assembly H, as shown in Fig. 1. The apparatus may be constructed from any suitable

matenal, for example, PVC.

The apparatus 10 comprises an enclosure 12 receiving the paint roller sleeve S, the

roller cage C, and a portion P of the handle assembly H and fully enclosing the paint roller
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sleeve S and the roller cage C. The enclosure is approximate one to two inches longer than

the roller and sleeve.

Preferably, the enclosure 12 applies slight squeezing pressure to the paint roller sleeve

S, to squeeze some paint out of the sleeve S. To accomplish this, the enclosure 12 may also

preferably comprise a tapered core 14 engaging the roller sleeve S, as best seen in Fig. 4.

In order to prevent the paint on the roller sleeve S from drying, and also to prevent the

paint from dripping onto the environment, in one embodiment the apparatus 10 turther

comprises, in a first embodiment, a cover 16 sealing the enclosure 12, as seen in Fig. 2.
Preferably, the cover 16 has an opening 18 receiving a portion P of the handle assembly H.
Most preferably, the cover 16 is flexible and further comprises a slot 20 intersecting an edge

16a of the cover 16 and an aperture 22 approximately central to the cover 16.

A second embodiment of the apparatus 10 is shown 1n Fig. 3. In the second
embodiment, in addition to having a cover 16, the apparatus 10 further comprises a hook
portion 24 for hanging the enclosure and preferably a spout 26 for pouring paint from the
enclosure 12. In addition, or alternatively, the apparatus 10 may further comprise a ladder

rung hanger 27 for hanging the apparatus on the rung of a ladder.

A third embodiment of the apparatus 10 is shown 1 Fig. 5. Like the first
embodiment, the apparatus 10 has a cover 16 sealing the enclosure 12. In addition, the

apparatus 10 has a base 28 for standing the enclosure 12 on a surface (not shown).

A fourth embodiment of the apparatus 10 is shown in Fig. 6. In addition to the
features of the earlier embodiments, the fourth embodiment has a paint channel 30 receiving
paint from the roller sleeve S and thereby keeping the paint within the apparatus 10, rather
than allowing the paint to come out. This permits a paint roller sleeve to be kept fresh for up
to three weeks. If a cover 16 is added, the roller sleeve may be kept fresh indefinitely. The
paint channel 30 also provides an air path for easy removal and msertion of the roller sleeve

S, i.e., as the roller sleeve S is inserted into the apparatus 10, displaced air 1s forced out of the

apparatus 10 through the paint channel 30.

To use the apparatus 10, the user, rather than removing the paint roller sleeve S from
the cage C, simply inserts the roller sleeve S into the enclosure 12. Ifit is desired to store the

roller sleeve while minimizing evaporation and drying of paint, a cover 16 may be placed on
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the enclosure 12, as in the first embodiment. Alternatively, the user may pour excess paint
from the enclosure 12 using the spout 26 and then hang the enclosure on some object such as

a ladder. Alternatively, the user may stand the enclosure 12 on its base 28.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scientific terms used heren have the same
meaning as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this mvention
belongs. Although methods and materials similar to or equivalent to those described herein
can be used in the practice or testing of the present invention, suitable methods and materials
are described below. All publications, patent applications, patents, and other references
mentioned herein are incorporated by reference 1n their entirety to the extent allowed by
applicable law and regulations. In case of conflict, the present specification, including

definitions, will control.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing
from the spirit or essential attributes thereof, and it 1s therefore desired that the present
embodiment be considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, reference being
made to the appended claims rather than to the foregoing description to indicate the scope of

the invention.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED:
1. Apparatus for temporary storage of paint roller sleeves, the paint roller sleeves being

mounted on a roller cage, the roller cage being connected to a handle assembly, the apparatus
comprising an enclosure receiving the paint roller sleeve, the roller cage, and a portion of the

handle assembly and fully enclosing the paint roller sleeve and the roller cage.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the enclosure applies slight squeezing pressure to

the paint roller sleeve.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the enclosure further comprising a tapered core

engaging the paint roller sleeve.
4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cover sealing the enclosure.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the cover further comprises an opening for

receiving a portion of the handle assembly.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the cover 1s flexible, and wherein the opening
further comprises a slot intersecting an edge of the cover and an expanded portion

approximately central to the cover.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a base connected to the enclosure for

standing the enclosure on a surface.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a hook portion for hanging the
enclosure.
9. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising a spout for pouring paint from the

enclosure.
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10.  Apparatus for temporary storage of paint roller sleeves, the pamnt roller sleeves being
mounted on a roller cage, the roller cage being connected to a handle assembly, the apparatus
comprising an enclosure receiving the paint roller sleeve, the roller cage, and a portion of the
handle assembly and fully enclosing the paint roller sleeve and the roller cage, wherein the

5  enclosure applies slight squeezing pressure to the paint roller sleeve.

11.  The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the enclosure further comprising a tapered core

engaging the paint roller sleeve.
12.  The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a cover sealing the enclosure.

13.  The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the cover further comprises an opening for

10  receiving a portion of the handle assembly.

14.  The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the cover is flexible, and wherein the opening
further comprises a slot intersecting an edge of the cover and an expanded portion

approximately central to the cover.

15.  The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a base connected to the enclosure for

15  standing the enclosure on a surtace.

16.  The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a hook portion for hanging the

enclosure.

17.  The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising a spout for pouring paint from the

enclosure.
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18.  Apparatus for temporary storage of paint roller sleeves, the paint roller sleeves being
mounted on a roller cage, the roller cage being connected to a handle assembly, the apparatus
comprising an enclosure receiving the paint roller sleeve, the roller cage, and a portion of the
handle assembly and fully enclosing the paint roller sleeve and the roller cage, wherein the
enclosure applies slight squeezing pressure to the paint roller sleeve, wherein the enclosure

further comprises a tapered core engaging the paint roller sleeve.
19.  The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a cover sealing the enclosure.

20.  The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the cover further comprises an opening for

receiving a portion of the handle assembly.

21.  The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the cover is flexible, and wherein the opening
further comprises a slot intersecting an edge of the cover and an expanded portion

approximately central to the cover.

22. The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a base connected to the enclosure for

standing the enclosure on a surface.

23.  The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a hook portion for hanging the

enclosure.

24.  The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising a spout for pouring paint from the
enclosure.
25.  The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a ladder rung hangar adapted to hand

the enclosure on a ladder rung.

20.  The apparatus of claim 24, further comprising a channel receiving paint squeezed out

of the roller sleeve, the channel communicating with the spout.
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