
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

99
6 

96
5

B
1

TEPZZ 996965B_T
(11) EP 2 996 965 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
28.06.2017 Bulletin 2017/26

(21) Application number: 14723511.3

(22) Date of filing: 15.04.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
B65D 85/32 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/NL2014/050234

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2014/185774 (20.11.2014 Gazette 2014/47)

(54) PACKAGING UNIT AND METHOD FOR PACKING PRODUCTS

VERPACKUNGSEINHEIT UND VERFAHREN ZUM VERPACKEN VON PRODUKTEN

UNITÉ D’EMBALLAGE ET PROCÉDÉ D’EMBALLAGE DE PRODUITS

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 17.05.2013 NL 2010825
25.06.2013 NL 2011037
02.12.2013 NL 2011878

(43) Date of publication of application: 
23.03.2016 Bulletin 2016/12

(73) Proprietor: Huhtamaki Molded Fiber Technology 
B.V.
8801 JB Franeker (NL)

(72) Inventors:  
• HOEKSTRA, Hendrik Christiaan Adolf

NL-7201 AE Zutphen (NL)
• DIJKSTRA, Wijbe

NL-9035 DD Dronrijp (NL)
• POST, Johannes Jelle

NL-8604-VB Sneek (NL)

(74) Representative: Verdijck, Gerardus
Arnold & Siedsma 
Bezuidenhoutseweg 57
2594 AC The Hague (NL)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A1-2006/001696 WO-A1-2013/019107



EP 2 996 965 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a packaging
unit for products like eggs and similar products like kiwis
and tomatoes, for example.
[0002] WO 2013/019107 A1 and WO 2006/001696 A1
disclose a packaging unit made of moulded pulp with a
bottom part for holding products like eggs, and a label.
[0003] Egg cases, containers or cartons known in prac-
tice are generally fabricated from carton made of mould-
ed pulp from paper material. Such units comprise a bot-
tom part provided with compartments for individual prod-
ucts, and a cover part that is often hingedly connected
to the bottom part. Products like eggs are transported in
these units and displayed on shelves in supermarkets,
for example. Packaging units are often provided with la-
bels that are often made of paper provided with a print
and glued to the carton of the packaging unit. One of the
problems associated with providing a paper label with a
carton is the restriction for recycling possibilities.
[0004] The present invention has for its object to obvi-
ate or at least reduce the above stated problems with
known packaging units, for example packaging units for
products like eggs, such as egg cases or egg cartons.
[0005] The present invention provides for this purpose
a packaging unit according to claim 1.
[0006] By providing a packaging unit comprising a con-
tainer, preferably a carton, made of moulded pulp togeth-
er with a label that is made of moulded pulp a full fibre
packaging unit is achieved. Such full fibre packaging unit
can be recycled favourably. In addition, the packaging
unit according to the present invention can be provided
free of addition or chemical substances that are required
for units with conventional paper labels. This achieves a
significant effect on sustainability. This effect can be im-
proved further by having the label shaped in the form of
a rectangle such that no production waste is created.
[0007] As a further advantage of the packaging unit
according to the present invention the freedom for de-
signing such a packaging unit is significantly increased.
So it would be possible to present brand and/or product
specific designed features possibly presenting the brand
or product identity using the embossed label for the pack-
aging unit according to the present invention. This pro-
vides additional possibilities in the design process. For
example, one container or carton design can be used for
a range of products for different brands as the specific
design features and identifications are provided on the
label. This significantly reduces of change-overs related
to the containers or cartons such that the cost can be
carried by a (large) number of products if the designed
features for which the change-over is done. Laborious
adaptations to the production process can be kept to a
minimum while improving the design options for the pack-
aging unit.
[0008] The moulded pulp is manufactured from so-
called mouldable paper relating to paper that has been
compacted in the wet phase. This compacting of the wet

pulp improves the flexibility of the label material when
the paper is dried such that it can be stretched plastically
without breaking the surface of the paper. This enables
the provision of embossing on the label. For example,
with a 10-20% elongation of the fibres without breaking
the surface of the label it is possible to impose an em-
bossing on the flat surface with a depth of about 1 mm.
This enables the generation of strong and surprising vis-
ual and optic effects, for example.
[0009] As a further advantage of a full fibre packaging
unit comprising a container, such as a carton, made of
moulded pulp and a label made of moulded pulp is over
all visual appearance providing a unitary look or visual
associated with the packaging unit. Furthermore, provid-
ing the container and a label of the packaging unit ac-
cording to the present invention of similar material im-
proves the haptic perception of someone handling the
packaging unit. In fact, someone is provided with a unitary
product when touching the product. Such tactile feedback
of the unitary material packaging unit according to the
present invention to the user and/or person handling the
packaging unit provides this user and/or person with a
unitary and association with sustainability.
[0010] The haptic effect described earlier that is asso-
ciated with the packaging unit according to the present
invention is further enhanced by providing the label with
an embossing such that the optic effect is approved
and/or the visual appearance of the packaging unit is
strengthened due to the three-dimensional effect of such
embossing on a label.
[0011] As a further advantage the label optionally is
printed as a matt surface combined with a relatively soft
touch. These properties are similar to the properties of
the container such that a unitary visual appearance is
achieved strengthening the sustainable effect of the
packaging unit according to the present invention.
[0012] Furthermore, the combination of the container,
such as a carton, and label according to the invention
further reduces any ridging effects that may occur when
handling the packaging unit.
[0013] In a presently preferred embodiment a contain-
er that is made of moulded pulp can be made of recycled
fibres. In a presently preferred embodiment the label that
is also made of moulded pulp is made of so-called virgin
fibres that are better equipped to deal with the embossing
of the label.
[0014] Preferably, the embossing has a depth in the
range of 0.1 - 1.5 mm, and more preferably in a range
0.5 - 1.0 mm. Especially an embossing in the range of
0.5 - 1.0 mm has shown an optimal visual appearance
without putting too much restrictions on the manufactur-
ing equipment for producing the packaging units accord-
ing to the present invention.
[0015] In a presently preferred embodiment of the
packaging unit according to the invention the container
further comprises a cover part with a top, front and rear
surface with a label being attached to at least the top
surface.
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[0016] By providing a cover part the products are
amongst other things protected by the packaging units
according to the present invention. By providing a label
that is attached to at least the top surface a visual and
haptic effect is achieved wherein the packaging unit re-
mains the full fibre such that the packaging unit is a sus-
tainable packaging unit that can be recycled relatively
easily. Preferably, the top surface of the label also com-
prises an embossing. Besides the visual and haptic effect
thereof, this embossing increases the friction resistance
between two packaging units according to the present
invention that are stapled on top of each other. This im-
proves the stability of a stack of packaging units accord-
ing to the present invention. This reduces damages to
the packaging units and the products contained thereby
during transport and handling thereof.
[0017] In a presently preferred embodiment the friction
coefficient of the mouldable label is about 0.53, and
above 0,45. Additional measures, such as providing an
embossing, may further increase the friction resistance.
[0018] Preferably the bottom part of the packaging unit
is provided with friction resistance increasing elements.
Such elements may comprise ridges, grooves, pins,
notches etcetera. This further improves the stability of a
stack of packaging units, according to the present inven-
tion. Preferably, the friction resistance increasing ele-
ments provided on the bottom part of the packaging unit
engage the embossing that is provided on the label pro-
vided on the cover part of the packaging unit to further
improve the stability of a stack of packaging units.
[0019] As a further advantage of providing cover part
with an embossed label is that an impact of a packaging
unit that is stacked on another packaging unit will not
result in impact effects, such as indentation that signifi-
cantly affects the overall visual appearance of the pack-
aging unit according to the present invention. Such in-
dentation will not change the overall appearance of the
embossed label.
[0020] The shape of the embossing may also contrib-
ute to the an impact resistance. For example, walls and
elements, preferably substantially oriented in the direc-
tion of the impact force, may improve the impact resist-
ance.
[0021] In a presently preferred embodiment according
to the present invention the label is attached to the top
surface such that air cushions are formed between the
label and the cover part.
[0022] By providing air cushions the impact resistance
of the label against loads put thereon is greatly increased.
This reduces the risk of products held by the packaging
unit according to the present invention being damaged.
Also, the overall visual appearances being maintained
more easily. By providing an embossing a type of relief
or a topography or engraved surface is provided such
that small air rooms or air cushions are defined between
the top surface of the cover part and the label that is
attached thereto.
[0023] As a further effect, the air cushions provide an

insulating effect. For example, this improves handling the
container or packaging unit containing heated products.
[0024] In a presently preferred embodiment of the
present invention the label of the packaging unit is pro-
vided with a visual appearance substantially similar to
that of the container.
[0025] Providing the label and container with a sub-
stantial similar visual appearance contributes to the effect
on sustainability. This visual appearance may involve
roughness, hardness etc. Preferably, the label comprises
an average surface roughness between 0.1 and 100 mm,
more preferably between 0.5 and 10 mm, and most pref-
erably between 1 and 4 mm.
[0026] Preferably, the label further comprises a
number of glue edges. These edges are glued when at-
taching the label to the container. This assures that the
edges of the label are strongly attached to the container.
In addition, this minimizes the amount of glue that is re-
quired when attaching the label to the container. Further-
more, this maintains the effect the air cushions may have
on the impact resistance that is described earlier. Alter-
natively, or in addition thereto, the contact areas of the
embossing with the container or packaging unit are glued
to the container of packaging unit. This increases the
impact resistance. In addition, this contributes to an anti-
ridging effect.
[0027] In a presently preferred embodiment according
to the present invention the front surface of the bottom
part of the packaging unit comprises a protrusion and the
cover part comprises a front surface provided with a cor-
responding opening together defining a lock, and further
the label comprises a surface provided with an emboss-
ing at the location of the opening in the cover front surface
to enhance the locking function of the lock.
[0028] By locking the cover part and the bottom part
at the front surface the packaging unit can be closed. In
a presently preferred embodiment the rear surfaces of
the cover part and the bottom part are hingedly connect-
ed. Preferably, the bottom part is provided with a protru-
sion shaped as an edge or a notch, and cover part is
provided with a corresponding opening. As the protrusion
fits in the opening a lock is achieved. The protrusion can
be provided directly on the bottom part or on a closing
flap that is hingedly connected to the bottom part. Op-
tionally, the lock is kept out of sight in the closed position
due to the provision of the label over the opening, pref-
erably by providing in the label an embossing at the lo-
cation of the opening in the cover part. This provides an
additional room or cavern for receiving the locking edge.
This is especially advantageous for a packing unit with
a concealed lock. For example, the label can be em-
bossed with a depth of 1 mm, such that the protrusion in
the bottom part can be 1 mm larger or be manoeuvred 1
mm further into the opening in the cover part. This en-
hances the locking function of the lock such that the pack-
aging unit according to the present invention is firmly
closed. In a presently preferred embodiment the locking
edge connected to the bottom part of the packaging unit
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protrudes outwards through the opening in the cover part
at a slightly downward angle. This improves the locking
function.
[0029] In a further embodiment according to the inven-
tion the label further comprises a groove through which
an end of the protrusion protrudes in a closed position of
the packaging unit. This further enhances the locking
function. Furthermore, extending an and of the protrusion
of the locking member slightly through the groove in the
label provides a consumer with an indication where to
find the lock and how to open the packaging unit from a
closed position.
[0030] In a presently preferred embodiment according
to the present invention the label comprises an emboss-
ing with a shape such that the embossed label behaves
as a stacking element.
[0031] Often packaging units are provided with so-
called denesting or stacking nocks that function as a type
of spacer maintaining a distance between individual
packaging units when they are stacked in an open posi-
tion awaiting for the products to be put inside the pack-
aging unit, for example. The label is provided with an
embossing with a shape such that the embossed label
behaves as a stacking element. For example, this shape
relates to an embossing with a sufficient depth. This may
obviate the need for separate stacking nocks or other
denesting/stacking elements such that the overall design
of the packaging unit according to the present invention
can be made simpler and possibly less costly.
[0032] In a presently preferred embodiment according
to the present invention the label comprises a two-sided
print.
[0033] By providing the label with a two-sided print it
is possible to provide information with both sides of the
label. Therefore, the two-sided print preferably is com-
bined with a container having an opening that corre-
sponds to the label print or at least one side thereof. This
achieves that one side of the label is in plain sight and
the other (back) side of the label is visible through the
opening of the carton. For example, the top surface of
the label can be provided with the general markings in-
dicating the type of product as a branch information. The
back side of the label can be provided with specific prod-
uct information that would be visible when the cover part
is lifted from the bottom part and the specific product
information is made visible through an opening provided
in the cover part of the packaging unit. This prevents the
need for a separate print on the inside of the cover part
of the packaging unit thereby making the manufacturing
process of such packaging unit more simple. In addition,
the manufacturing process with the method according to
the invention is more cost effective. For example, this is
achieved by reducing the amount of MF material and/or
omitting the inside print on the MF material. In addition,
the MF product does not necessarily require a MF printer
and can be handled on the labelling equipment.
[0034] The present invention further relates to a meth-
od for packing products comprising the step of providing

a packaging unit as described above and placing therein
one or more of the products.
[0035] Such method provides the same effects and ad-
vantages as described in respect of the packaging unit.
In fact, the method can be used on a large number of
different embodiments of the packaging unit according
to the invention.
[0036] Further advantages, features and details of the
invention are elucidated on the basis of preferred em-
bodiments thereof, wherein reference is made to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

- figure 1 shows an embodiment of the packaging unit
according to the invention in a closed position;

- figure 2 shows a front view of the packaging unit of
figure 1;

- figure 3 shows a side view of the packaging unit of
figure 1;

- figure 4 shows a top view of the packaging unit of
figure 1;

- figure 5 shows a cross section of the packaging unit
of figure 4;

- figure 6 show the packaging unit without label; and
- figures 7, 8 and 9 show alternative embodiments of

the packaging unit according to the invention.

[0037] A packaging unit 2 (Figures 1-4) comprises a
bottom part 4 with a front surface 6, two side surfaces 8,
a back side 10, and a bottom side 12. In the illustrated
embodiment, a cover part 14 is hingedly connected with
hinge 16 to bottom part 4 to allow cover part 14 to move
relatively to bottom part 4 between an open and a closed
position. Cover part 14 further comprises front surface
18, two side surfaces 20, a back side surface 22 and a
top surface 24.
[0038] Label 26 is provided with top surface 28 on
which text and/or images are printed. In the illustrated
embodiment, for illustrative purposes, label 28 is provid-
ed with embossed wording "ei" (egg). In the illustrated
embodiment label 28 is provided with front surface 30.
Label 26 comprises an embossing 32 with "peaks" 34
and "valleys" 36, and glue edges 38.
[0039] On the inside of bottom part 4 (Figure 5) product
receiving compartments 40 are provided having contours
matching at least partially the outer contours of products,
like eggs, kiwis and tomatoes, for example. Support
cones 42 are provided to add stability and strength to
packaging unit 2.
[0040] In the illustrated embodiment of packaging unit
2 front surfaces 6, 18 of bottom part 4 en top part 14 are
locked with lock 44 in the closed position of packaging
unit 2. In figure 6 packaging unit 2 is illustrated without
label for illustrative purposes. In the illustrated embodi-
ment bottom part 4 is provided with front edge 46 com-
prising connecting end 48 connecting to the front surface.
From connecting end 48 edge 46 comprises first edge
part 50, which extends in a slightly inclined downwards
direction from connecting end 48. At first transition 50
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second edge part 52 starts to extend in a downward di-
rection at an increased angle as compared to first edge
part 50. Second transition 54 connects second edge part
52 to free end 56 of locking edge 46.
[0041] In the illustrated closed position of packaging
unit 2 (Figure 5) free end 56 extends through opening 58
in front surface 18 of cover part 14 into hollow part or
cavern 60 at the location of the inside of a peak 34 of
embossing 32 provided in label 26.
[0042] In the illustrated embodiment (Figure 5), in the
closed position, connecting end 48 is preferably posi-
tioned above opening 58 and first transition 50 preferably
engages the upper edge of opening 58. Furthermore, in
the illustrated embodiment locking edge 46 protrudes
outwardly through opening 50 at a slightly downward an-
gle to increase the locking function. It will be understood
that according to the invention other locks may also be
applied, preferably using the hollow embossing part 60
for receiving a locking part. In the illustrated embodiment
this results in a concealed lock 44. Lock 44 enhances
the locking friction as the edge, protrusion or projection
can be dimensioned larger or can be pushed further into
opening in a closed position of packaging unit 2 as com-
pared to conventional packaging units with flat labels.
[0043] Alternative packaging units 62, 94 (figures 7, 8
and 9) are provided with an alternative lock 64. Lock 64
comprises first edge part 66 that is connected to edge
68 of front surface 70 of bottom part 72. In the illustrated
embodiment first edge part 66 extends in a slightly in-
clined downwards direction from edge 68. At first transi-
tion 74 second edge part 76 starts to extend in a down-
ward direction at an increased angle as compared to first
edge part 66. In the illustrated embodiment (figure 7)
there is provided second transition 78 that connects sec-
ond edge part 80 to free end 82 that protrudes through
groove or slit 84 in label 86 of cover part 88 of locking
edge 46. In the illustrated embodiment two grooves 84
(figure 8) are provided. Preferably, free end 82 only slight-
ly protrudes through groove 84 (figure 8), for example 1
mm. In the illustrated embodiment second edge part 76
extends through opening 90 in cover part 88 into cavern
or room 92 in label 86. Free end 82 extends through
groove 84. This improves the locking function. In addition,
free end 82 extending through groove 84 provides an
indication to a consumer of where to find lock 64 for open-
ing packaging unit 62. Free end 82 may extend, in first
alternative embodiment 62, through label 86 as a pro-
truding part (figure 7). In a second presently preferred
embodiment 94, free end 82 also (slightly) extends
through the label material, however, in this second alter-
native embodiment 94 free end 82 remains in a recessed
part 96 of label 86 (figures 8, 9) as illustrated with groove
or opening 84 (figure 8). Free end 82 may be provided
at an angle with the second edge part to improve the
locking function, for example similar to the first alternative
embodiment 62, and/or with an additional edge (not
shown) on free end 82.
[0044] In the illustrated embodiment, the cover part is

provided with an optional window opening (not shown)
through which the back side of the label is visible. This
back side of the label is optionally provided with text
and/or images.
[0045] The weight of the label material in a presently
preferred embodiment is in the range of 90-200 g/m2,
preferably about 120-150 g/m2. This maintains a relative-
ly low weight of the entire packaging unit according to
the present invention. In addition, when applied to a con-
tainer, such as a carton, having a bottom and a cover
part, especially the cover part can be provided with small
dimensions, more specifically having a reduced thick-
ness thereof, such that the overall weight of the packag-
ing unit according to the present invention is maintained
or even slightly reduced.
[0046] Alternative packaging units according to the in-
vention may hold other products, like a hamburger, salad
etc.
[0047] When packing products like kiwi’s, eggs etc. the
products are placed in compartments 40. In the illustrated
embodiment cover part 14 is closed and engages bottom
part 4. Lock 44 locks packaging unit 2. In the illustrated
embodiment, when locking packaging unit 2, free end 56
protrudes through opening 50 of front surface 18 of cover
part 14 into hollow part/room or cavern 60 thereby en-
hancing the locking function.
[0048] The present invention is by no means limited to
the above described, preferred embodiments thereof.
The rights sought are defined by the following claims,
within the scope of which many modifications are possi-
ble. For example, second edge part 54, 76 and first edge
part 50, 66 can be integrated into one edge part.

Claims

1. Packaging unit (2, 62, 94) comprising:

- a container made of moulded pulp with a bot-
tom part (4) for holding a product; and
- a label (26, 86) being attached to the container,

characterized in that the label is made of moulded
pulp and comprises an embossing (32).

2. Packaging unit according to claim 1, wherein the em-
bossing has a depth in the range of 0.1 - 1.5 mm,
preferably in the range of 0.5 - 1.0 mm.

3. Packaging unit according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the container further comprises a cover part (14) with
a top (24), front (18) and rear (22) surface with the
label being attached to at least the top surface.

4. Packaging unit according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
the bottom part is provided with friction resistance
increasing elements.
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5. Packaging unit according to claim 3 or 4, wherein
the label is attached to the top surface such that air
cushions are formed between the label and the cover
part.

6. Packaging unit according to one or more of the fore-
going claims, wherein the label is provided with a
visual appearance substantially similar to that of the
container.

7. Packaging unit according to claim 6, wherein the la-
bel comprises an average surface roughness be-
tween 0.1 and 100 mm, preferably between 0.5 and
10 mm, and most preferably between 1 and 4 mm.

8. Packaging unit according to one or more of the
foregoing claims, wherein the label further compris-
es a number of glue edges (38).

9. Packaging unit according to one or more of the fore-
going claims, wherein the front surface of the bottom
part comprises a protrusion (56), and the cover part
comprises a front surface provided with a corre-
sponding opening (58) together defining a lock (44,
64), and wherein the label comprises a surface pro-
vided with an embossing (60) at the location of the
opening in the cover front surface to enhance the
locking function of the lock.

10. Packaging unit according to claim 9, wherein the la-
bel (86) further comprises a groove (84) through
which an end of the protrusion protrudes in a closed
position of the packaging unit.

11. Packaging unit according to one or more of the fore-
going claims, wherein the label comprises an em-
bossing shape such that the embossed label be-
haves as a stacking element.

12. Packaging unit according to one or more of the fore-
going claims, wherein the label comprises a two- sid-
ed print.

13. Packaging unit according to claim 12, wherein the
container comprises an opening corresponding to
the label print.

14. Method for packing products, comprising the step of
providing a packaging unit (2, 62, 94) according to
one or more of the foregoing claims and placing
therein one or more of the products.

Patentansprüche

1. Verpackungseinheit (2, 62, 94) umfassend:

- ein Behälter, der aus Faserguss hergestellt ist,

mit einem Bodenteil (4) zum Halten eines Pro-
dukts; und
- ein Etikett (26, 86), das an dem Behälter an-
gebracht ist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Etikett aus Fa-
serguss hergestellt ist und eine Prägung (32) um-
fasst.

2. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 1, bei der die
Prägung eine Tiefe im Bereich von 0,1 - 1,5 mm,
bevorzugt im Bereich von 0,5 - 1,0 mm aufweist.

3. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei der
der Behälter ferner ein Abdeckungsteil (14) mit einer
oberen (24), vorderen (18) und hinteren (22) Ober-
fläche umfasst, wobei das Etikett zumindest an der
oberen Oberfläche angebracht ist.

4. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3, bei
der der Bodenteil mit Elementen vorgesehen ist, die
den Reibungswiderstand erhöhen.

5. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 3 oder 4, bei der
das Etikett an der oberen Oberfläche angebracht ist,
so dass zwischen dem Etikett und dem Abdeckungs-
teil Luftpolster ausgebildet sind.

6. Verpackungseinheit nach einem oder mehreren der
vorherigen Ansprüche, bei der das Etikett mit einem
visuellen Erscheinungsbild vorgesehen ist, das im
Wesentlichen mit dem des Behälters ähnlich ist.

7. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 6, bei der das
Etikett eine durchschnittliche Oberflächenrauhigkeit
zwischen 0,1 und 100 mm, bevorzugt zwischen 0,5
und 10 mm, und äußerst bevorzugt zwischen 1 und
4 mm aufweist.

8. Verpackungseinheit nach einem oder mehreren der
vorherigen Ansprüche, bei der das Etikett eine An-
zahl von Klebekanten (38) umfasst.

9. Verpackungseinheit nach einem oder mehreren der
vorherigen Ansprüche, bei der die vordere Oberflä-
che von dem Bodenteil einen Vorsprung (56) um-
fasst, und der Abdeckungsteil eine vordere Oberflä-
che umfasst, die mit einer entsprechenden Öffnung
(58) vorgesehen ist, wobei diese zusammen ein Ver-
schluss (44, 64) definieren, und wobei das Etikett
eine Oberfläche umfasst, die mit einer Prägung (60)
an der Stelle der Öffnung in der vorderen Abdeck-
Oberfläche vorgesehen ist, um die Verriegelungs-
funktion des Verschlusses zu erhöhen.

10. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 9, bei der das
Etikett (86) ferner eine Aussparung (84) umfasst,
durch die ein Ende des Vorsprungs in einer ge-
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schlossenen Position der Verpackungseinheit vor-
steht.

11. Verpackungseinheit nach einem oder mehreren der
vorherigen Ansprüche, bei der das Etikett eine Prä-
gungsform umfasst, so dass sich das geprägte Eti-
kett als ein stapelbares Element verhält.

12. Verpackungseinheit nach einem oder mehreren der
vorherigen Ansprüche, bei der das Etikett einen
zweiseitigen Druck umfasst.

13. Verpackungseinheit nach Anspruch 12, bei der der
Behälter eine Öffnung umfasst, die mit dem Etiket-
tendruck korrespondiert.

14. Verfahren zum Verpacken von Produkten, umfas-
send den Schritt des Bereitstellens einer Verpa-
ckungseinheit (2, 62, 94) nach einem oder mehreren
der vorherigen Ansprüche und des darin Platzierens
von einem oder mehreren der Produkte.

Revendications

1. Unité de conditionnement (2, 62, 94) comprenant :

- un conteneur réalisé en cellulose moulée ayant
une partie inférieure (4) destinée à maintenir un
produit ; et
- une étiquette (26, 86) qui est fixée sur le con-
teneur,

caractérisée en ce que l’étiquette est réalisée en
cellulose moulée et comprend un gaufrage (32).

2. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle le gaufrage présente une profondeur
comprise dans la plage de 0,1 à 1,5 mm, de préfé-
rence, dans la plage de 0,5 à 1,0 mm.

3. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 1
ou 2, dans laquelle le conteneur comprend en outre
une partie de couvercle (14) ayant une surface su-
périeure (24), avant (18) et arrière (22), l’étiquette
étant fixée au moins sur la surface supérieure.

4. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 1,
2 ou 3, dans laquelle la partie inférieure comporte
des éléments d’amélioration de résistance au frotte-
ment.

5. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 3
ou 4, dans laquelle l’étiquette est fixée sur la surface
supérieure de telle sorte que des coussins d’air sont
formés entre l’étiquette et la partie de couvercle.

6. Unité de conditionnement selon une ou plusieurs des

revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’étiquet-
te présente une apparence visuelle sensiblement si-
milaire à celle du conteneur.

7. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 6,
dans laquelle l’étiquette présente une rugosité de
surface moyenne comprise entre 0,1 et 100 mm, de
préférence, entre 0,5 et 10 mm, et plus préférable-
ment, entre 1 et 4 mm.

8. Unité de conditionnement selon une ou plusieurs des
revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’étiquet-
te comprend en outre un certain nombre de bords
de collage (38).

9. Unité de conditionnement selon une ou plusieurs des
revendications précédentes, dans laquelle la surfa-
ce avant de la partie inférieure comprend une saillie
(56), et la partie de couvercle comprend une surface
avant comportant une ouverture correspondante
(58), définissant ensemble un verrou (44, 64), et
dans laquelle l’étiquette comprend une surface com-
portant un gaufrage (60) à l’emplacement de l’ouver-
ture sur la surface avant de couvercle afin d’amélio-
rer la fonction de verrouillage du verrou.

10. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 9,
dans laquelle l’étiquette (86) comprend en outre une
rainure (84) à travers laquelle une extrémité de la
saillie s’étend dans une position fermée de l’unité de
conditionnement.

11. Unité de conditionnement selon une ou plusieurs des
revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’étiquet-
te comprend une forme de gaufrage telle que l’éti-
quette gaufrée se comporte comme un élément
d’empilement.

12. Unité de conditionnement selon une ou plusieurs des
revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’étiquet-
te comprend une impression en double face.

13. Unité de conditionnement selon la revendication 12,
dans laquelle le conteneur comprend une ouverture
correspondant à l’impression de l’étiquette.

14. Procédé de conditionnement de produits, compre-
nant l’étape de fourniture d’une unité de condition-
nement (2, 62, 94) selon une ou plusieurs des re-
vendications précédentes et de mise en place à l’in-
térieur d’un ou plusieurs des produits.
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