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To all, whon, it invay concern: 
Beit known that we, ARTHUREI. ANDREWs 

and EUGENE. T. MORRISON, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Harrisburg, in the 
county of Dauphin, State of Pennsylvania, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Shoe-Lace Easteners, of which 
the following is a specification. 
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The invention consists of a fastener made 
of a single piece of metal adapted to be 
clamped onto the upper edge of a shoe-top and 
to support the end of a shoe-string and the 
loose folds of the knot. 
In the accompanying drawings, which illus 

trate the invention, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of the fastener. Fig. 2 is a front view 
of a portion of a shoe-top provided with a pair 
of fastenings. Fig. 3 is a central longitudinal 
Section through a fastener applied to a shoe 
top, showing the fastener and shoe top in 
their normal relations; and Fig. 4 is a side 
view of a fastener applied to a shoe-top, the 
fastener being inclined to open the loop for 
the purpose of receiving the lace. 

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the 
fastener, which, as shown, is made of a flat 
strip of stiff metal doubled upon itself, thus 
forming the arms bc, which are united by the 
bend 1. The arm b is shorter than the arm 
C and is substantially straight throughout the 
greater portion of its length, its lower end 2 
being turned slightly inward toward the arm 
C. The upper end 3 and the lower end 4 of 
the longer arm c, as shown, are in a plane sub 
Stantially parallel with the arm b, and the 
intermediate portion 5 between said ends is 
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bowed outwardly, as shown, away from the 
arm b. 
The fastener is secured to the shoe-top 6 in 

the manner shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4 by 
passing it downwardly over the upper edge of 
the shoe-top at one side of the eyelets, with 
the shorter arm on the inside and the longer 
arm on the outside of the shoe-top, the upper 
edge of the shoe fitting within the bend 1. It 
is then secured in place by indenting the up 
per ends of the arms adjacent to the bend by 
means of a suitable punch, thus forming pro 
jections 7 upon the inner sides of the arms 

5o which bind upon the shoe-top. The fastener 
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may, however, be secured in any suitable 
hale. 
When the fastener is secured to the shoe, 

the inner armblies flat against the shoe-lining 
at all times, its lower end 2 being turned 55 
slightly outwardly to prevent catching in the 
stocking of the wearer, and the lower end 4 
of the outer arm c normally rests against the 
side of the shoe, as shown in Fig. 3, the bowed 
portion of said arm thus forming with the 6o 
shoe a closed loop for the support of the shoe 
lace. 
When it is desired to insert the folds of the 

knot and the lace end within the loop, the 
fastener is tilted to one side by the hand, as 65 
shown in Fig. 4. When the fastener is thus 
tilted, the leather bends at the point 2, which 
is opposite to the bowed portion of the arm c, 
and the end 4 moves away from the leather, 
thus forming an opening through which the 7o 
shoe-lace may be passed into the loop. As 
soon as the fastener is released it returns to 
its normal position, (shown in Fig. 3,) thus 
closing the loop and retaining the shoe-lace. 

It will be seen that the fastener can be worn 75 
without any inconvenience to the wearer and 
that it will not catch in the clothing. It is 
preferably made from a piece of flat stiff 
metal, which is not too hard to be readily in 
dented with a punch; but it may be made of 8o 
spring metal, if desired, the indentations be. 
ing made before the fastener is applied to the 
shoe. 
Various minor changes may also be made 

in the fastener without departing from the 85 
spirit and scope of the invention. 

Having described our invention, what we 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
IS 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a shoe 
lace fastener consisting of a metal strip dou 
bled upon itself and adapted to fit over a shoe 
top, one arm of the strip being longer than 
the other and bowed outwardly, and the other 
arm terminating opposite said bowed portion. 95 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a shoe 
lace fastener consisting of a metal strip dou 
bled upon itself and adapted to fit over ashoe 
top, one arm of the strip being longer than the 
other and bowed outwardly, and the shorter Ioo 
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arm terminating opposite said bowed portion 
and having its end turned inwardly toward 
the longer arm. 

3. The combination with a shoe-top of a 
shoe-lace fastener consisting of a metal strip 
doubled upon itself and having its bent por 
tion fitting over the top of the shoe and its 
two arms extending downwardly on the in 
ner and outer sides of the shoe-top respec 
tively, the outer arm being longer than the 
inner arm and bowed outwardly, and the in 
ner arm terminating opposite said bowed por 
tion. 

4. The combination with a shoe-top of a 
shoe-lace fastener consisting of a metal strip 
doubled upon itself and having its bent por 
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tion fitting over and secured to the top of the 
shoe and its two arms extending downwardly 
on the inner and outer sides of the shoe-top 
respectively, the outer arm being longer than 20 
the inner arm and bowed outwardly and the 
inner arm terminating opposite said bowed 
portion and having its end turned inwardly 
toward the longer arm. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa- 25 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
ARTHUR. H. ANDREWS. 
EUGENE. T. MORRISON. 

Witnesses: 
T. EDW. MORRISON, 
CHARLES H. BABB. 

  


