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This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in game boards. 
Its chief object is the provision of a game 

board which has been designed for playing is bridge, and similar card games out in the 
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open air and which employs means for effec 
tively anchoring the cards to the board to 
prevent their being shifted or blown about 
by the wind or other disturbing elements. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a card playing game board of this char 
acter which is simple, compact and inex 
pensive in construction, which is convenient 
to handle, and which is provided with read 
ily replaceable elastic elements for holding 
the cards in their respective positions on the 
board. . 
In the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective of a game board 

embodying my invention. Figure 2 is an 
enlarged cross section thereof taken in the 
plane of line 2-2, Figure 1. Figure 3 is 
an enlarged fragmentary cross section on line 
3-3, Figure 1. Figure 4 is a detached per 

i spective view of one of the elastic card-hold ing elements. 
Similar characters of reference indicate 

corresponding parts throughout the several 
views. 

Referring now to the drawing, 10 indi 
cates the game board or panel which may 
be made of sheet metal or other appropriate 
material and which is rectangular in shape 
and has a depending marginal rim or flange 
11. In the preferred embodiment of my in 
vention, the same has been shown designed 
for use in playing the game of bridge, where 
in the four players sit EE the respective 
sides of the board. In Figure 1 I have shown 
the board and the relative positions of the 
cards when the game is in progress, the bidder being positioned at the lower edge of 
the board and his partner or the “dummy,” 
as he is called in bridgenomenclature, being 
positioned at the opposite or upper edge of 
the board, while the remaining two players, 
which are partners, are positioned at the 
opposite side edges of the board. In play 
ing the game of bridge, the “dummy' does 
not play his hand but exposes his cards on 

the table or board to be played by his partner, 
the bidder. - 
The board is provided on its top face with 

means for holding or temporarily anchoring 
the cards in place thereon as the game is 
played. For example, as the cards are being 
dealt to the respective players, four in num 
ber, a holding or retaining means A is posi 
tioned within the convenient reach of each 
player adjacent each side of the board for. 
receiving the cards dealt him, these means 
being preferably arranged on the half-sec 
tion of the board nearest or opposite the 
dealer, two being arranged substantially cen 
trally of the section and in spaced parallel 
relation to that edge of the board opposite 
the dealer for receiving the dealer's cards 
and those of his partner, and two being lo 
cated adjacent the side edges of the board 
and parallel therewith for receiving the cards 
of the two opponent players. 
Similar holding means B are employed 

along two adjoining sides of the board for 
receiving the card-tricks taken in by the op 
posing players, that portion of the board op 
posite the dealer containing two of such hold 
ing means in approximately longitudinal 
alinement and parallel to the adjoining edge 
of the board, one being for the reception of 
the bidder's tricks constituting what is 
termed the “book' in bridge nomenclature, 
and the other receiving those tricks taken by 
the bidder over and above the “book.” The 
other holding means B is located on the other 
or upper half section of the board remote 
from the bidder and along that marginal 
side thereof to the left of the bidder and dis 
posed parallel to such side for receiving the 
opponent's tricks. 
A similar holding means C is positioned at 

one side of the board for receiving the cards 
in rows according to suit and which represent 
the “dummy's' hand laid on the table after 
the bid has been made, these means being ar 
ranged on the upper half-section of the board 
in parallel spaced relation and at substan 
tially right angles to that edge of the board 
opposite the bidder. 
The several elements constituting the 

card-holding or retaining means A, B, and C 
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are identical in construction and vary only 
in their longitudinal dimensions, and for this 
reason a description of one of these elements 
will suffice for all. Each of these elements, by 
preference, consists of a strap-like band or 
strip 12 disposed to overlie the board in the 
manner shown in the drawing and detach 
ably connected at its ends thereto. This band 
is made of elastic or like material so that the 
same may be stretched above the plane of the 
board to permit the ready insertion and re 
moval of the cards between these parts, the 
land overlying the cards, in the manner 
shown in Figure 1, to hold then in place and 
prevent their blowing away or shifting about 
ly the wind or other disturbances. 
While any appropriate means may be em 

ployed for detachably joining the holding 
elements 12 to the board, preferably em 
ploy clips 13 of metal or other appropriate 
material which are substantially U-shaped in 
cross-section and pinched, riveted or other 
wise secured to the opposing ends of the ele 
ments and which are adapted for insertion and 
interlocking engagement with openings 14 
arranged in the game board. These clips are 
somewhat longer than the width of the elas 
tic elements 12 and their projected portions 
constitute locking lips or shoulders 15 which 
are adapted to bear against the underside of 
the board 10 adjoining the ends of the re 
spective openings 14. In applying the card 
holding strips to the board, their clips 13 are 
turned downwardly relatively to the strip 
to a substantially pendant position and may 
be inserted at an angle to the board, as shown 
by dotted lines in figure 3, and after the 
same have been projected through the corre 
sponding openings they are turned to the 
horizontal position shown by full lines in 
Figure 3, the elasticity of the bands serving 
to reliably hold the clips in operative posi 
tion against the underside of the board. 

In Figure 1, I have indicated by dotted 
lines the manner in which the dealer may in 
sert the cards beneath the holding means A, 
while in full lines I have indicated the man 
ner in which the tricks are held in place by 
the holding means B at the adjoining sides 
of the board, and also the manner in which 
the cards of the “dummy’ are arranged by 
the holding means C. 
While manifestly simple, compact and in 

expensive in construction, this improved 
board makes it possible to play the game of 
bridge in the open air without danger of the 
cards shifting about or blowing away. Fur 
thermore, the holding elements are so con 
structed and arranged as to enable the cards 
to be readily and conveniently applied to and 
removed from their respective places on the 
board without damaging the cards. 
I claim as my invention:- 
1. A game board of the character describ 

ed, comprising a panel constituting a support 
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for playing a card game, and having a plu 
rality of pairs of openings therein, and a 
plurality of strap-like, card-holding elements 
applied to the surface of said panel between 
the respective pairs of panel-openings and 
each having coupling devices at its ends for 
interlocking engagement with a correspond 
ing pair of openings, said coupling devices 
being longer than the width of their strap 
like elements and said openings and adapted 
to abut edgewise against the underside of the 
Support adjoining the respective openings. 

2. A game board of the character de 
scribed, comprising a panel constituting a 
Support for playing a card game and having 
a plurality of pairs of openings therein, and 
a plurality of flexible, card-holding straps ar 
ranged to overlie the surface of said panel 
between the respective pairs of openings, each 
strap being provided at its ends with clips of 
substantially U-shape cross-section engage 
able with a corresponding pair of panel 
openings at right angles to the surface of the 
panel, said clips having lips projecting from 
their opposite ends beyond the sides of the 
strap and arranged to bear against the under 
side of the panel in the applied position of 
the straps. 

JOHN F. GEBEL. 
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