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To all, whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, JoSEPH. C. INGRAM, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of San Francisco, State of 
California, have invented an Improvement in 
Mouthpieces for Musical Wind-Instruments; 
and Ihereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same. 
My invention relates to an improved mouth 

piece for musical wind instruments, of which 
the cornet is a representative. 

It consists of a raised fillet in conjunction 
with the flat exterior surface of the mouth 
piece, and in certain details of construction 
which will be more fully explained by refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a view of my improved mouth 

piece. Fig. 2 is a section through the same. 
It is well known to all musicians using the 

class of instruments of which the cornet is a 
representative that a narrow edge upon the 
mouth-piece assists in holding the lips in 
proper position to produce the requisite tone, 
but with this made narrow, the necessary 
pressure to hold the instrument firmly against 
the lips will soon hurt them. It is, therefore, 
necessary ordinarily to make the mouth-piece 
with considerable width of surface against the 
lips, and this makes it very difficult to pre 
vent the lips slipping and spoiling the tone, 
it being necessary to keep in almost constant 
practice to prevent this. 
In my invention, A is the bell of the mouth 

piece for this class of instruments, and B is the 
circular surface which is placed against the 
lips. This surface is made of any desired 
width to give a good support, and prevent the 
lips being hurt by pressure against them. In 
order to hold the lips to prevent their slipping 

upon the mouth-piece, and to prevent the mus- 4o 
cular exhaustion which occurs from long con 
tinued effort to hold the lips in the proper po 
sition, I have formed a raised ring or fillet C 
around the inner edge of the mouth-piece sur 
rounding the bell and forming a continuation 
of its inner surface. This fillet is slightly 
raised above the level of the flat portion B of 
the mouth-piece and thus provides a firm hold 
for the lips against which the instrument may 
be pressed as hard as necessary without injur 
ing the lips, because the flat surface extend 
ing outwardly from the fillet, forms a proper 
support for the lips, while allowing the fillet 
to hold them in position to make the tone. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
TPatent, is 

1. The improved mouth-piece for musical 
wind instruments consisting of the bell hav 
ing the flat surrounding surface against which 
the lips are placed, and the raised rim or fillet 
around the inner edge of the bell, substan 
tially as herein described. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, the 
mouth-piece for wind instruments consisting 
of the bell having the flat rim against which 
the lips are placed and a narrow rim or fillet 
rising from this flat surface around the inner 
edge, forming a continuation of the inner 
sides of the bell, substantially as herein de 
scribed. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand. 

JOSEPH C, INGRAM, 
Witnesses: 

S. H. NoURSE, 
H. F. ASCHECK. 
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