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A semiconductor substrate can be patterned to define a trench and a feature. In an
embodiment, the trench can be formed such that after filling the trench with a material, a
bottom portion of the filled trench may be exposed during a substrate thinning operation.
In another embodiment, the trench can be filled with a thermal oxide. The feature can
have a shape that reduces the likelihood that a distance between the feature and a wall of
the trench will be changed during subsequent processing. A structure can be at least
partly formed within the trench, wherein the structure can have a relatively large area by
taking advantage of the depth of the trench. The structure can be useful for making
electronic components, such as passive components and through-substrate vias. The
process sequence to define the trenches and form the structures can be tailored for many

different process flows.
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