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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN B. BLAIR, of the 

city and county of Philadelphia and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Umbrellas; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a clear and exact 
description of the nature thereof, sufficient to 
enable others skilled in the art to which my in 
vention appertains to fully understand, make, 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing making part of this 
Specification, in which 

Figures 1 and 2 are side elevations of the 
top of an umbrella as embodying my inven 
tion, and, respectively, in open and closed po 
sitions. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the inner 
portion of the device. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in several the figures. 
This invention relates to a drip-cup, which 

is attached to the rod of an umbrella, and 
consists in adapting the ordinary ferrule of 
the umbrella as a cover or sheath for the cup. 

Referring to the drawing, A represents the 
rod or stick of an umbrella, and B a drip-cup, 
which is applied thereto. This drip-cup is pref. 
erably constructed of fabric, which is attached 
to ribs, which may be bent to be elastic, or to 
ribs not so bent, underneath the upper ends of 
which will be placed a rubber ring, the object 
being, in either case, to throw open the cup 
and receive the Water dripping from the um 
brella at the end containing the cup. The 
ribs will be gathered together at and surround 
the top of the rod or stick, and confined there 
on by a sleeve, C, which encircles the upper 
ends of the ribs. D represents a ferrule of an 
umbrella, fitted on the top of the stick, and 
its collar or flange E bears against the cen 
tral portion of the body of the umbrella for 

wi, 

strengthening said portion, as is well known. 
This ferrule, in the present case, is fitted over 
the cup B, and otherwise occupies the posi 
tion and possesses the functions usual to such 
ferrules, and said ferrule has a sliding motion 
on the cup, so that by withdrawing it from 
the body of the umbrella, the eup is exposed 
and permitted to expand. Again, by forcing 
in the ferrule the cup is contracted and envel 
oped or concealed, so that the umbrella does 
not present the appearance of having the drip 
-cup attachment thereto. 
The ferrule is prevented from longitudinal 

displacement by means of a slot, a, through 
which passes a screw or pin, b, into the sleeve 
and rod or stick, and said slot is continued 
laterally at c, so that when the cup is closed 
the ferrule may be turned, and the pin b rest 
in the portion c, whereby the outward sliding 
or movement of the ferrule is prevented, and 
said ferrule retains its place against the body 
of the umbrella, the friction between the fabric 
and ferrule preventing accidental rotation of 
the latter. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. The ferrule of the umbrella, adapted to 
cover and uncover the applied drip-cup, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The sliding ferrule with slot a 0 and the 
screw or pin b, in combination with the drip 
cup and rod or stick of an umbrella, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 
The above signed by me this 25th day of 

March, 1873. 
JOHN B. BLAIR. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
MILLARD F. WALTON 

  

  


