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This invention relates to stocking heel pro-
tectors and more particularly to a device of
this character which is formed of flexible
material and adapted to fit around the heel

¢ of the wearer. :

. Protectors of this general nature have

heretofore been proposed but trouble has

been experienced with these prior devices be-

cause they failed to conform to and tightly
19 hug er grip the heel. .

Tt is the object of the present invention to
provide an improved construction by means
of which the protector conforms more closely
to the shape of the heel and clings more

15 tightly thereto. : ,

In order that the invention may be clearly
understood, reference is had to the accom-
panying drawing forming part of this speci-
fication and in which: o

Fig. 1is a side view showing my improved
heel protector as it appears when applied to
the foot of a wearer; ‘

Fig. 2 is a side elevation on an enlarged
scale showing my improved heel protector
¢5 in its normal condition;

Fig. 8 is a plan view thereof;

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the shape
which the parts assume when applied to the
foot; .

F i:o;. 5 is a view of the blank constituting

the side wall portion of the protector;

Fig. 6 is a view of the blank constituting
the base portion thereof, and .

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing the
shape assumed by my improved protector
after having been applied to the heel as in
Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing in detail, it will
be understood that the parts of my improved
protector are cut from a sheet of flexible
material, such as soft leather. The base por-
tion comprises a blank 1 substantially con-
forming to the shape of the bottom of the
heel of 2 wearer, as shown in Fig. 6 and hav-
5 ing a rounded end portion 2, and concave side
portions 2a. .

The side wall portion comprises a blank 3,
as shown in Fig. 5, this blank having a curved
or convex upper edge 4, whereby the blank
tapers down to points at each end. The lower
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edge of the blank 8 is adapted to be secured
to the edge of the base blank 1, and in accord-
ance with my improved design, the central
portion 5 of the lower edge of the blank 3,
where such edge fits around the rounded por-
tion 2 of the base blank, is concave as shown.
On either side of this concave portion 5 the
lower edge of the blank 3 comprises a con-
vex portion 6 adapted to fit the concave por-
tions 2¢ of the base blank, the portions 5 and
6 merging into each other to form a smooth
curve, as shown.

The parts are assembled by securing the
lower edge 5—6 of the blank 3 to the edge of
the blank 1 as by means of stitching 7, as
clearly shownin Kigs. 3 and 4.. This assembly
of the parts produces a cup-like article
adapted to fit over the heel of the wearer.

By reference to Fig. 2, it will be seen that,
by virtue of the concave portion 5 of the edge
of the blank 3, the rear or rounded portion
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" 12 of the base 1 is bent or curved upwardly,

and does not lie substantially in a single
plane, as in constructions heretofore pro-
posed. Furthermore, the rear portion 3* of
the side wall inclines forwardly and overlies
the base, in the normal position of the parts,
but it will be seen that this rear portion of
the side wall forms with the base an angle at
least as great as a right angle. The side
portions of the blank 3 normally form an
obtuse angle to the base and bow outwardly
therefrom, as shown in Fig. 3.

By virtue of the edge of the blank 3 being
concave, as shown at 5, at the point where 1t
is secured to the rounded end or heel portion
of the base 1, and by virtue of the comple-
mental convex and concave edges 6 and 2?
the two blanks, when assembled, form a strue-
ture which is capable of fitting around and
snugly gripping the heel of the wearer. In
other words, the joining of the two reversely
curved edges 2 and 5 and 2* and 6 results in
a seam which fends to follow substantially
arcs of a sphere, and which therefore. also
results in the production of an article which
presents a substantially spherical concavity
at the rear, which concavity closely conforms
to the shape of the heel of the wearer, as
shown in Fig. 1. It will be understood, of 100
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course, that when applied to the foot, as
shown in this figure, the rear portion 3* of the
side wall 8 assumes a somewhat curved shape. -
It will also be understood that as this rear
portion is pushed back from the position
shown in Fig. 8 to that shown in Fig. 4, the
lateral portions of the side wall are drawn
more closely together, as illustrated in Fig. 4
so as to conform to the shape of the foot, the
general appearance of the protector, after
having been applied to the heel, being well
illustrated in Fig. 7.

As a result of the above method of cutting
and assembling the blanks, my improved pro-
tector fits much more closely and clings much
more tightly to the heel of the wearer than
any heretofore produced.

What I claim is: :

1. A stocking heel protector comprising
two pieces of flexible material secured to-
gether along their edges, one piece constitut-
ing a base and substantially conforming to
the shape of the bottom of the heel of a
wearer, and the other piece constituting a
side wall and having curved upper and lewer
edges, the middle portion of the lower edge
being concave.

2. A stocking heel protector comprising
two pieces of flexible material secured to-
gether along their edges, one piece constitut-
g a base and having a rounded end, and the
other piece constituting a side wall and hav-
ing curved upper and lower edges, that por-
tion of the lower edge adapted to fit around
the rounded end of the base being concave,
and a portion at each side thereof being con-
vex.

3. A stocking heel protector, comprising
a flexible blank adapted to form a base, and
another flexible blank adapted to form a side
wall, one edge of said side wall blank having,
when in flat form a central concave portion
and a pair of lateral convex portions, the
concave and convex portions of said edge

5 merging into each other to produce a smooth

curve, and said edge heing secured to said
base blank. ~
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

MYER 8. SILVER.



