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1. 

MODULAR REFRIGERATION APPARATUS 

This application is divisional of application Ser. No. 
07/907,501, on Jul. 1, 1992, now U.S. Pat. No. 
5,347,827, the entire contents of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a refrigerated cabinet 

for storing beverage containers and other food items, 
and more particularly, to a cabinet for housing a plural 
ity of readily interchangeable and independent modular 
elements which collectively define a refrigeration cabi 
net having multiple uses. 
Beverage containers are displayed and sold in a vari 

ety of different types of refrigerated self-serve display 
cabinets and coin-operated vending machines. The sales 
environment in which the machine will be used most 
times determines the necessary attributes of a particular 
refrigerated cabinet. For example, a glass door mer 
chandiser may be chosen to sell items inside a business, 
but would not be practical for vending items outside the 
business where a closed coin-operated merchandiser 
would be a better choice. 

However, conventional refrigerated cabinets are not 
easily convertible from one type of merchandiser to 
another. For example, if a vendor purchases a closed 
vending machine but later discovers the need for a 
display type refrigerated cabinet, there is presently no 
way of economically and conveniently converting that 
machine. This is due in part to differences in the refrig 
eration systems provided by the two diverse types of 
vendors. This inability to convert merchandisers pro 
hibits vendors from utilizing more effective methods for 
selling a product. Further, a vendor's purchase of a 
plurality of different types of cabinets causes expense 
and inventory problems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a 
modular refrigeration apparatus with a cabinet having a 
front opening and divided into refrigerated and unre 
frigerated portions for housing a plurality of removable 
modular units, the removable modular units including 
one of a selected plurality of interchangeable storage 
units and substantially the same refrigeration unit for 
use with either storage unit. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
modular refrigeration apparatus in which a plurality of 
interchangeable storage units and a refrigeration unit 
can be easily removed or inserted from within a cabinet 
without affecting the other units. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a modular refrigeration apparatus in which one of 
a plurality of interchangeable storage units includes a 
vending unit for storing and dispensing a plurality of 
containers having a front panel which attaches to and 
seals the front opening of the cabinet, the front panel 
having a product selection mechanism for enabling a 
customer to choose the product to be dispensed and a 
vending mechanism for ejecting the selected container. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an interchangeable storage unit having a transpar 
ent door, the transparent door unit having a transparent 
door pivotally attached to a frame for mounting to the 
cabinet across the front opening for sealing the cabinet 
and an air distribution plenum disposed at the rear inte 
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2 
rior of the cabinet with slots to facilitate circulation of 
cool air for cooling the contents of the cabinet. 

It is the further object of the present invention to 
provide a modular refrigeration apparatus having a 
condenser, compressor, evaporator, first fan and second 
fan capable of easy installation and removal from the 
cabinet without affecting the storage unit. 
A modular refrigeration apparatus in accordance 

with the present invention includes a cabinet having a 
front opening and divided into refrigerated and unre 
frigerated portions, for separately receiving a plurality 
of removable modular units, said removable modular 
units including one of a selected plurality of inter 
changeable storage units and a universal refrigeration 
unit useable with any one of the storage units. A se 
lected one of the plurality of interchangeable storage 
units is positioned within the refrigerated portion of the 
cabinet for storing a plurality of containers. The refrig 
eration unit is positioned within the unrefrigerated por 
tion of the cabinet and in communication with the re 
frigerated portion for cooling the entire interior of the 
cabinet. The cabinet is designed so that the interchange 
able storage units and the universal refrigeration unit 
can be respectfully removed or inserted from the cabi 
net without affecting the other units. 

Further objects, features and other aspects of the 
invention will be understood from the following de 
tailed description of the preferred embodiments of the 
disclosed invention referring to the detailed drawings 
given below. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the exterior of the 

modular refrigeration apparatus of the present inven 
tion with a transparent door storage unit in place; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the exterior of 

the modular refrigeration apparatus of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the exterior of the 

modular refrigeration apparatus of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of the interior of the 

modular refrigeration apparatus along line 4-4 of FIG. 
2; 

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of the interior of the 
modular refrigeration apparatus also along 4-4 of 
FIG. 2 with the modular refrigeration unit removed; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged isometric view of the refrigera 

tion unit of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the modular refrig 

eration unit as shown in FIG. 4 along line 7-7; 
FIG. 8 is an upper cross sectional view of the modu 

lar refrigeration unit as shown in FIG. 4 along line 8-8; 
FIG. 9 is a front elevational view of the modular 

refrigeration apparatus with the door removed showing 
air directing slots in the distribution plenum; 

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view of the modular re 
frigeration apparatus of FIG. 9 along line 10-10 of 
FIG. 9 highlighting a portion of the distribution ple 
num; 
FIG. 11 is an isometric view of the exterior of the 

modular refrigeration apparatus of the present inven 
tion with a modular vendor unit substituted for the 
transparent door unit; and 

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of the modular re 
frigeration apparatus with a modular vendor unit along 
line 12-12 of FIG. 11. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention is generally directed to a cabi 
net and readily interchangeable storage units and refrig 
eration unit in a modular refrigeration apparatus as 
illustrated and described below. 
With reference to FIG. 1, the exterior of a first em 

bodiment of a modular refrigeration apparatus accord 
ing to the present invention is shown. This embodiment 
is directed to a modular refrigeration apparatus having 
a transparent door storage unit 2. The modular refriger 
ation apparatus includes a box-shaped cabinet 3 having 
a top, bottom, and three sides with a central front open 
ing 4 for receiving the modular units. In this embodi 
ment, the transparent door storage unit 2 is attached to 
the upper portion of the cabinet 3 and defines the front 
wall of the refrigeration apparatus. The transparent 
door storage unit 2 has a transparent panel 5 suspended 
in a frame 6 and pivotally mounted on a doorjamb (not 
shown) surrounding the central front opening 4. A han 
dle 8 is affixed to the exterior front edge of the frame 6 
to facilitate easy manual opening of the door unit. A 
removable grill 9 completes the remaining and lower 
portion of the front wall. 

Product is supported on spaced shelves (not shown) 
within storage unit 2. 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the modular 
refrigeration apparatus 1 with a transparent door stor 
age unit 2. The panel 5 is substantially transparent for 
allowing customers to see the contents of the cabinet 
without opening the door. 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the modular re 
frigeration apparatus of FIG. 1. There the transparent 
door storage unit 2 is shown as abutting the edges of the 
central front opening 4 for creating a sealed storage 
unit. A compliant seal 10 is attached to the entire pe 
ripheral interior edge of the casing 6 of the transparent 
door storage unit 2 and between the front edge of the 
cabinet 3 and the frame 6. When closed, the compliant 
seal 10 forms an air-tight seal between the periphery of 
the casing and the cabinet's front edge to seal the refrig 
erated portion of the cabinet 3. 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view along 4-4 of FIG.2 
showing the interior of the modular refrigeration appa 
ratus. The cabinet 3 is divided into a refrigerated por 
tion 11 and an unrefrigerated portion 12. The refriger 
ated portion 11 contains the transparent door storage 
unit 2 and its contents. The unrefrigerated portion 
houses the refrigeration unit. The refrigerated portion 
11 is partially divided from the unrefrigerated portion 
12 by a divider 18. 
The transparent door storage unit 2 includes a modu 

lar transparent door unit 2 and an air distribution system 
for directing the circular flow of cool air within the 
refrigerated portion 11 of the cabinet 3. 
The air distribution system includes a vertically dis 

posed, ventilated, false back wall 19 which is used to 
initiate the circular flow of cool air within the upper 
portion 11 of the cabinet 3, and an air deflection plate 20 
extending horizontally therefrom. The ventilated false 
back 19 is spaced apart from, and substantially parallel 
to, the rear interior wall of the refrigerated portion 11 of 
the cabinet 3 creating an air distribution plenum 21 
therebetween. The air distribution system also includes 
a base plate assembly 22 for supporting the false back 19 
and air deflection plate 20. The base plate assembly 22 
supports the false back and abuts the refrigeration unit 
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4. 
15 forming two distinct air flow channels to and from 
the refrigeration unit 15. 
The refrigeration unit 15 is shown in detail in FIGS. 

5-8. With reference to FIG. 6, the refrigeration unit 15 
includes an evaporator 23, a condenser 24, a compressor 
25 and a temperature controller 26. The components of 
the refrigeration unit 15 are collectively arranged on a 
base 27. The base 27 is supported on a plurality of skids 
28 affixed to the bottom of the base 27. The temperature 
controller 26, compressor 25, and condenser 24 are 
contained in the front portion of the base 27. The con 
denser 24 is enclosed within a condenser shroud 30 
having a rear exhaust slot 30A (See FIG. 5). The front 
portion and rear portion of the refrigeration unit 15 are 
separated by a central partition 32. The evaporator 23 is 
contained within an evaporator tray 29, which collects 
condensed water from the cooled air as it passes over 
the evaporator 23. The condensed water drains out of 
evaporator pan 29 through a hole (not shown) in the 
bottom of the pan. The hole in the bottom of pan 29 
aligns with hole 29A located in the bottom panel in the 
lower portion of the unit. The condensed water contin 
ues through hole 29A then drains into a shallow pan 
(not shown) located on the floor of condenser exhaust 
channel 38. Warm air from the condenser evaporates 
the water. A handle H assists in easily moving the re 
frigeration unit 15 in or out of the cabinet 3. 
Air AR enters the condenser 24 through the remov 

able front grill 9. Air AR flows through the condenser 
24 passing rover the coil 37 which runs throughout the 
condenser 24. The condenser exhaust is then pulled into 
the squirrel cage fan impeller 36A. The shroud 30 assists 
in directing the condenser exhaust into the fan 36A. The 
Squirrel cage fan impeller 36A then blows the con 
denser exhaust through slot "30A' into channel "38" 
then out into the atmosphere 
With particular reference to FIG. 5, the refrigeration 

unit 15 is shown removed from the cabinet 3. The re 
frigeration unit 15 is supported in the unrefrigerated 
portion 12 of the cabinet 3 on a plurality of the guide 
rails 31 which are aligned with the skids 28. The refrig 
eration unit 15 can be easily accessed by removing the 
removable grill 9 and sliding the refrigeration unit 15 
out of the cabinet 3 on the guide rails. This enables the 
refrigeration unit 15 to be easily repaired or replaced 
without disturbing the remaining portions of the cabinet 
3 or storage modules. The central partition 32 includes 
a second compliant seal 33 on the evaporator side of the 
partition that abuts a shelf in the cabinet 3 for sealing the 
refrigeration unit 3 in communication with the refriger 
ated portion 11 of the cabinet 3. 
FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view along line 7-7 of 

FIG. 4 of the refrigeration unit 15. The refrigeration 
unit 15 also contains an evaporator fan 35 for circulating 
air within the interior of the apparatus, and a condenser 
fan with a motor 361 and a squirrel cage impeller 36A 
for exhausting warm air from cooling coils 37 of the 
condenser 24 through rear exhaust slot 30A. 

FIG. 8 shows a cross section of the apparatus along 
line 8-8 of FIG. 4. The condenser fan including motor 
36 and squirrel cage impeller 36A exhausts the warm air 
WAvia a condenser exhaust channel 38. The condenser 
fan squirrel cage impeller draws air from around coil 37 
and through exhaust slot 24C and condenser exhaust 
channel 38. The air WA rapidly moving through the 
right side of the channel 38 creates an aspiration effect 
drawing air AA into the left portion of the channel. The 
air AA drawn into the left portion flows past the com 
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pressor 25, providing cooling which prevents the com 
pressor from overheating. The squirrel cage impeller 
36A creates this rapid air flow. 
A front elevational view of the ventilated false back 

19 is shown in FIG. 9. The ventilated false back 19 
includes a plurality of slots 39 vertically disposed in 
horizontally spaced columns. These slots 39 direct a 
portion of the air flow through the air distribution ple 
num 21 into the interior of the cabinet 3. A space exists 
between the upper edge 19A of the false back 19 and the 
upper interior wall of the cabinet 3 for allowing any 
residual air flow not directed through the slots 39 to 
flow into the central portion of cabinet 3. 
As shown in FIG. 10, slots 39 are separated by 

curved air directors or baffles 40 positioned adjacent 
thereto for directing a portion of the air flow through 
the air distribution plenum 21 into the interior of the 
cabinet 3 while the remainder of the air flow continues 
through the air distribution plenum 21. Each air direc 
tor 40 is curved so as to direct air flow AH toward the 
front of the cabinet 3 (See FIG. 4). 
The airflow circulation within the cabinet 3 is illus 

trated in FIG. 4. The airflow begins with the evapora 
tor fans 35 (FIG. 7) pushing cool air from the evapora 
tor 23 up the back interior wall of the cabinet 3 into the 
air distribution plenum 21 (See arrow AV). Air AV 
traveling into the air distribution plenum 21 is directed 
by the air directors 40 through the slots 39 and enters 
the interior of the cabinet creating a plurality of air 
currents AH. These air currents AH flow over products 
supported on shelves (not shown) to cool the same to 
the desired storage temperature. Any residual cool air 
enters the cabinet from the air distribution plenum 21 
through the space between the top edge 19A of the false 
back 19 and the upper interior wall of the cabinet 3. The 
air flow along the upper interior surface of the cabinet 
3 is directed down along the interior surface of the 
transparent panel 5 by an air deflector 41. As the cool 
air contacts the interior of the transparent panel 5, it is 
directed downward (See arrows AD) through an intake 
42 defined between the transparent door storage unit 2 
and the front end of the air deflection plate 20. Any air 
not entering the intake 42 is redirected by the air deflec 
tion plate 20 back into the interior of the upper portion 
11. Air ingested through the intake 42 is recycled in the 
refrigeration unit 15 through an evaporator inlet 43 and 
into the evaporator 23. The air is cooled while in the 
refrigeration unit by the evaporator 23. Once cooled, 
the evaporator fan 35 draws the air up and back into 
plenum 21 of cabinet 3. 
FIG. 11 shows a modular refrigeration apparatus 1 

with a cabinet 3 and a modular vending unit 44. Similar 
to the transparent door storage unit 2, the modular 
vending unit 44 includes the ventilated false back 19. 
However, the air deflection plate 20 may be removed. 
Unit 44 is positioned within the refrigerated portion 11 
and against the front central opening of the cabinet 3. 
The modular vending unit 44 differs from the trans 

parent door storage unit 2 in that the front is opaque or 
translucent. The modular vending unit 44 is composed 
of a front panel 45, a plurality of storage racks 46, a 
product selection device 47 attached to the front panel 
45, and a vending mechanism 48 for causing a container 
to be ejected from a selected one of the storage racks 46 
and out an aperture 49 in front of the panel 45. 
As illustrated in FIG. 12, storage racks 41 may com 

prise slant shelves defining side-by-side serpentine paths 
as are known in the art. Each serpentine path is disposed 
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6 
in adjacent vertical columns viewed from the front of 
the machine. Other types of vending machine storage 
racks known in the art may be utilized without depart 
ing from the spirit of the present invention. 
The front panel 45 is connected to the cabinet 3 at 

contact points 50. The front panel 45 is disposed adja 
cent to the edges of the front opening for sealing the 
interior portion of the cabinet 3. The lower portion of 
the front panel 45 is connected to a dividing partition 51 
which separates the unrefrigerated and refrigerated 
portions of the cabinet 3. The front panel includes a 
product selection device 47. The product selection de 
vice includes a plurality of selection buttons 52. The 
front panel also includes a pivotally mounted door 53 
over an aperture 49 through which the storage contain 
ers are ejected. 
The plurality of containers are stored there until a 

product selection is made causing the vending mecha 
nism 48 to release a container from a selected one of the 
storage columns 46 and out of the opening 49. Air flow 
is created in essentially the same manner as with the 
transparent door storage unit 2. 
The invention having been described in detail in con 

nection with the preferred embodiments is to be taken 
as an example only, not to be restricted thereto. It will 
be easily understood by those of ordinary skill in the art 
that other variations and modifications can be easily 
made within the scope of this invention as defined in the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A refrigerated cabinet for selectively housing a 

coin-operating vending unit behind a substantially 
opaque door, or a self-serve product storage unit includ 
ing product-storage shelves disposed behind a transpar 
ent door, said cabinet having an open front wall selec 
tively coverable by one of the opaque or transparent 
doors and closed top, side and back walls, comprising: 

a horizontal partition separating the cabinet into a 
refrigerated product storage compartment and an 
unrefrigerated compartment for housing a refriger 
ation unit, said horizontal partition defining an air 
intake opening in about the middle thereof and an 
air outlet opening near said back wall; 

a vertical partition in said cabinet spaced from and 
disposed substantially parallel to the back wall 
defining an air plenum therebetween, said air ple 
num being in fluid communication with said outlet 
opening; 

slot means formed in said vertical partition disposed 
in vertically extending columns, said columns 
being spaced horizontally across said vertical parti 
tion, said slot means directing air streams from said 
plenum through said storage compartment toward 
said front wall; and 

fan means disposed in said bottom compartment for 
drawing air from the product storage compartment 
through said air intake opening, into operative 
engagement with said refrigeration unit and out 
said air outlet opening into said plenum; 

whereby air flows in substantially circular paths up 
the back wall of the cabinet, toward the front wall 
and down the front wall into the unrefrigerated 
compartment. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further including an addi 
tional horizontal partition in the product storage com 
partment extending from a rear edge thereof connected 
to the vertical partition near the bottom thereof to a 
front edge spaced from but closely adjacent to the front 
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cal column of said slot means between each of a plural 
-- ity of adjacent vertically spaced slots. 

front wall than said intake opening in the other horizon- 4. The apparatus of claim 1 further including verti 
tal partition. cally spaced air deflector baffles disposed in each verti 

5 cal column of said slot means between each of a plural 
ity of adjacent vertically spaced slots. 

cally spaced air deflector baffles disposed in each verti- :: 2k x 2k k. 

wall of the cabinet, said front edge being closer to the 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 further including verti 
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