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ing the free edge portion of the previously in-folded end 
flap 17 and secured thereto by a strip application 35 of 
adhesive which may previously have been applied either 
to the inner face of the edge, portion of the flap 18, as 
shown in Fig. 3, or to the outer face of the free edge 
portion of the flap 17. Closure, and frangible or: sep 
arable sealing of these top end flaps, will thus have been 
completed, as shown in Fig. 4, when the parts are main 
tained by application of pressure in thus assembled condi 
tion for a time suficient to enable the adhesive to set. 
When access to the contents of the carton is desired, 

the topouter flap 18 is grasped atits free edge and raised 
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to break the adhesive Seal 35 with the underlying por 
tion of the other outer flap 17 and is thenfurther raised 
to break its seal at the spots 34 of adhesive and free it 

i from the inner end flaps 15 and 16. It will be moted that 
when the bending score 25 is provided, as shown, this 
raising and freeing of the topouter flap 18 may be accom 
plished without giving the flap, a tendency to curl, thus 
maintaining its edge portion which carries the locking 
tabs 23 in desired flat and undistorted condition. 

After the top outer flap has been turned up, the other 
outer flap 17 is raised to break the seal at the spots of 
adhesive 33 to free it from the inner end flaps 15 and 16, 
and thereafter these inner end flaps are raised to thus 
give fullacess to the carton contents. 

Reclosure of the carton end is accomplished by return 
ing the four end flaps to their original positions over the 
end of the carton, and then, by application of pressure to 
the locking tabs 23, which serves to depress the underlying 
portions 19' of the inner end flaps 15 and 16, these 1ock 
ing tabs, will be caused to smap under, and be engaged by, 
the locking lips 20 to thus maintain all of the flaps, 15, 16, 
17 and 18 im proper desired end closing assembly. It 
will be apparent that provision of the bending scores 24 
will, when present, facilitate snap depression of the lock 
ing tabs 23 beneath the locking lips 20. 

Instead of accomplishing introduction of the locking 
tabs 23 beneath the locking lips 20 by application of pres 
sure, as just described, the desired engagement of these 
members may be effected by a slight lateral distortion of 
the carton walls which will make it possible to first slid 
ingly insert one of the locking tabs 23 beneath its com 
plemental locking lip 20, and then the other. Whichever 
mode of engagement of these parts is employed, it will 
be apparent that the reduction in lateral dimension of the 
underlying outerend flap 17 as furnished by the cuts 21– 
22 will facilitate such engagement. 

Obwiously, the carton may be reopened and reclosed 
as often as is mecessary until its contents are exhausted. 

i It is known that this general type of flap retaining 
means for reclosable cartons is not broadly nowel, but 
it is not known that, prior to the present invention, one, 
only, of the outerend flaps has been provided with means 
for engagement with complemental means of both of the 
inner end flaps for maintaining all of these end flaps in 
reclosed condition; and, furthermore, no embodiment of 
a similar flap-interengaging means is known wherein the 
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4 
specific details of the structure of the present invention 
are included. 

It will be understood that strip gluing may be sub 
stituted for the spot gluing, and spot gluing for the strip 
gluing. Thus, rewersals of the gluing modes may be em 
ployed orall of the adhesive umions of the flaps may be of 
either the spot glue or strip blue type. 

Various changes and modifications are considered to 
be within the principle of the invention and the scope of 
the following claims. 
What I claim is: 
A reclosable end structure for paperboard cartons, 

comprising, in combination with the four side walls of the 
carton, four end closure flaps arranged in pairs connected 
upon folding scores with opposite side walls of the car 
ton at one end thereof, one of said pairs furnishing two 
outer end flaps and the other pair furnishing two inner 
end flaps for arrangement beneath the said outerend flaps, 
said inner end flaps having overlapping free end portions 
and each of them being provided with slit means to form 
a depressible portion and a locking lip in the plane of the 
flap and closely adjacent to its folding score at its respec 
tive side wall, said outerend flaps being of an area greater 
than one-half the area of the carton end to thus provide for 
their substantially complete coverage of the inner end flaps 
and furnish an overlapping arrangement of their adjacent 
free end portions when they are folded over upon said 
inner end flaps, the portion of the inner one of Said outer 
end flaps which underlies the overlapping portion of the 
outer one of Said outer end flaps being cut away to clear 
said lip means, and the overlapping portion of the outer 
one of Said outer end flaps being provided with locking 
tabs offstanding from its lateral edges and normally over 
lying but serving for engagement beneath said locking 
lips, the overlapping portions of said outer end flaps 
being adhesively Secured together by a glue seam, and the 
overlying outer end flap being provided inwardly of its 
free end and of said glue seam and said locking tabs with 
a transverse folding score, said folding score making pos 
sible manipulation of the overlying outer end flap in ini 
tially opening the carton to effect the disengagement of 
said outer end flaps at said glue seam without sub 
jecting the free end of said overlying outer end flap to 
curling influence, thus providing for proper restoration of 
all of said end flaps and their retention in interengaged 
relation by said tabs and lips to reclose the end of the 
Carton. 
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