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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatwe, CHARLES T. HOSKINS
and Doss WALKER, citizens of the United
States, residing at Louisville, in the county

- of Jefferson and State of Kentucky, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Velocipedes; and we do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon,which form
a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
bicycles and other like vehicles, and is di-
rected more particularly to improvements in
the means ormechanism employed for adjust-
ing and for maintaining the position,when ad-
justed, of the handle-bar of the vehicle to suit
the varying conditions of power or speed req-
uisite in riding.

The invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a simply-constructed means for
effecting this adjustment, which means or
mechanism is capable of being readily manip-
ulated and is productive of successful and
quick operation even while the vehicle is un-
der full speed, and without in any way im-
pedingthe propelling and steering operations.

The nature of the invention will become
fully apparent from a reading of the follow-
ing deseription, when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is avertical longitudinal sectional
view of portions of the steering-head and han-
dle-bar of a bicyecle or other like vehicle em-
bodying our invention. Fig. 2 is a planview
of a portion of the handle-bar detached, and
Figs. 3 and 4 are cross-sectional views taken,
respectively, through lines z « and vy ¥y of
Fig. 1.

Referring to the said drawings by letter, A
denotes the steering-post, which is provided
with the head a, apertured to receive loosely
the handle-bar B to permit of the free turn-
ing of the latter to effect the adjustment. In
one end of the head and communicating with
its aperture are a series of radially-disposed

recesses a ¢, corresponding in position and .

number to the various angles of adjustment
of the handle-bar. These recesses are best

may be moved to the desired position.

shown in Fig. 4, there being four in number,
though more or less may be employed. The
handle-baris provided with an integral flange
b, having a sloping outer side and a vertical
innerside, the latter forming a shoulder which
abuts against the recessed end of the head a.
The handle-bar, beyond the other end of the
head, is exteriorly screw-threaded to receive
a nut ¢, which in practice is screwed up
againgt the head to prevent longitudinal
movement of the bar, and conforms in shape
to the flange b, having, however, a polygonal-
shaped portion ¢’ for the application of a
wrench.

The construction so far described permits
of the turning of the handle-bar freelyin the
head, and we will now describe the means for
enabling the operator at will to lock or re-
lease the bar in any of the positions towhich
it mayhave been turned, it being understood
that these positions are governed by the lo-
cation of the recesses before referred to.

The lock employed is in the nature of a
spring-controlled latech which is moved toun-
lock the parts by outside manipulation, this
being effected by a rider when the vehicle is
under full speed as easily as when at a stand-
still.

D is the latch-bar, located within the han-
dle-bar and projecting through a slot 0'in the
latter and terminating at a line coincident
with the base of a recess «'. This bar D is
secured to a rod e, arranged within and par-
allel with the handle-bar, and said rod is
passed through a disk f, fixedly secured in
place. = A coiled spring g is interposed be-
tween this disk and the latch-bar and serves
by a pulling action to normally hold the lat-
ter firmly within one of the recesses in order
to securely lock the handle-bar from move-
ment. To free the handle-bar and permit of
its being turned to occupy a different posi-
tion,we provide an arm h,which is secured at
its inner end to the latch, and affer passing
through a slot in the flange b terminates in
a finger hold or handle 7/, within easy access
of the hand of the rider.. The slot b’ is of
sufficient length to permit of the latch being
moved against the action of the spring sufii-
ciently to clear the recessed end of the head,
and while said latch issoheld the handle-bar
The
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bar being so moved the latch is released and
the locking of the parts is effected. automat-
ieally by the action of the spring.

At b?is a slot formed in the handle-bar to
permit of the placing of the parts in assem-
bling the structure.

What we claim as our invention is—

As a means for adjusting the position of
the handle-bar of a bicycle or other like ve-
hiele, the combination of the head of a steer-
ing-post, having an aperture and a plurality
of recesses adjacent thereto, a handle-bar
movablein said head, and having a shoulder

and binding - nut, and a spring-controlled
latch-bar passed through an elongated slotin 15
the handle-bar and adapted to engage one of
said recesses, and an arm connected to said
lateh and provided with a finger-hold extend-
ing without the handle-bar.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa- zo
tures in presence of two witnesses.
' CHARLES T. HOSKINS.
DOSS WALKER.
Witnesses:
ANTHONY WOODS,
HarrY M. PECKINPAUGH.




