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1 Claim.

This invention relates to an improved signal
device which is especially adaptable for use where
workmen or equipment are employed on or near
highways or thoroughfares. However, it will be
apparent that use of the improved device of this
invention is by no means confined to such em-
ployment.

One of the principal objects of advantage and
importance of the device, resides in the provision
of means for producing an effective and efficient
portable signal device that may be positioned in
any needed location.

A still further object of importance and advan-
tage resides in the provisicn of means for effi-
ciently signalling in either daylight or darkness.

still another and further important chject of
advantage resides in the provisions of means and
furling and casing the flags employed on the
device.

A further cbject of advantage and importance ¢

resides in the provision of means for maintaining
the cased flags parallel to the central standard
for transportation purposes or when the flags are
not in use.

An additional object of importance resides in
the provision of means for utilizing a battery box
for the base of the device.

Additional objects of advantage and impor-
tance, some of which will be hereinafter more
fully disclosed, will become apparent as the fol-
lowing detailed description progresses, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a signal
device which embodies the invention.

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device,
portions thereof being broken away.

As shown in the drawing:

The reference numeral 10 indicates generally
the base of the improved signal device which, in
the preferred embodiment of the invention, com-~
prises a battery box. The base 13 is preferably
substantially square and is constructed of metal.
However, it will be apparent that the base 10 may
be constructed in various shapes from any suit-
able material without departing from the spirit
or scope of the invention.

Removably secured to the base 18, by means of
studs and nuts 12, is a standard-supporting cover
{4. The cover I4 is centrally apertured to allow
an electric conductor 18 to be passed there-
through.

Rigidly secured to the cover, preferably by
welding, concentric with the aperture therein, is
a tubular standard 8. It will be apparent, how-
ever, that any suitable securing mesans may he
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employed. The elements may be removably at-
tached, one to the other, so the device may be
knocked down for shipment, or to be more con-
veniently carried in a vehicle.

Secured to the upper end of the tubular mem-
ber, preferably by welding, is a casing 20 which
is adapted to receive a light bulb 22. The casing

- 29 has an operating switch 24 positioned therein,

as is best shown in Fig. 1.

Projecting outwardly on opposed sides of the
casing 20 are handles 28, The handles are
adapted to be employed in removing the im-
proved signal device of this invention from one
location to another.

Removably secured to the upper part of the
casing 28 is a more or less conventional globe
guard 28. A globe 230 is interposed between the
guard 28 and the bulb 22. In the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, a plain red globe is
employed. It will be apparent, however, that a
globe having colored faces and transparent sides,
as indicated by the reference numeral 31, for di-
recting light rays on the exposed flags may be
employed. :

Hingedly secured to the standard 18 on opposed
sides thereof are signal flags 32. Each flag 32 is
adapted to be furled and cased in a tubular casing
member 34, as is clearly shown in the drawing.
The tubular casing members 34 are preferably
provided with bayonet slots 36 for attaching the
part in association with the device. However, it
will be apparent that any suitable securing means
may be employed for this purpose,

Secured to the standard {8, closely adjacent
the bottom thereof, is a spring clip 38 which is
adapted to maintain the casing members 34 and
encased flags 32 parallel to the standard 18. The
flags are preferably moved to a position parallel
with the standard 18, furled and cased when the
device is to be removed from one location to an-
other or when it is not in use.

- Positioned within the base 18 is a storage bat-
tery 40 which is adapted to furnish electric en-
ergy for illuminating the light 22, The battery
49, which is shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, is
held rigidly in the base by clamps not shown asso-
ciated with the securing bolts 42. One terminal
of the battery 40 is preferably -electrically
grounded to the base 10. The circuit is com-
pleted by the electric conductor 16 which extends
from the other terminal of the battery 48 through
the switch 24 to the light bulb 22. Where it is
desired, a flashing element 44, shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 1, may be included in the circuit.

Mounted on the base 10 and in electric con-
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nection with the battery 490, is a recharging out-
let 46, The recharging outlet 46 provides a
means for recharging the battery without remov-
ing it from the base.

In service, the improved device is moved to the
desired location. The flags 32 are uncased and
unfurled, and each flag’s staff is positioned at
substantially right angles to the standard 18, as
is best shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 1. When
it is desired or required, the light 22 is also illu-
minated by manipulating the switch 24. The
light may burn constantly or intermittently.

It will be apparent from the foregoing, that
herein is provided an efficient and economical sig-
nal device which may be effectively employed at
any time during the day or night. Moreover,
the device is weather-proof and, consequently,
thoroughly reliable and dependable.

It will also be apparent from the foregoing
that herein is provided an efficient and depend-
able signal device which, because of its compact~
ness, may be carried, either assembled or knocked
down, in various types of vehicles to be used when
needed.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art
to which the device appertains that numerous
changes and alterations in construction and de-
sign may be made all without departing from the
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spirit or scope of this invention. Accordingly, it
is understood that the patent granted hereon is
not to be limited to the preferred embodiment
here disclosed nor in any other manner except
as necessitated by the terminology of the append-
ed claim when given the range of equivalents to
which it may be entitled.

We claim as our invention:

In a portable signal device, a base, a tubular
standard secured to and extending upwardly
from said base, a light supporting member se-
cured to the upper end of said standard, a pair
of handles secured to said light supporting mem-
ber, said handles being positioned on opposed
sides of said member, a pair of flagstaffs pivotally
secured to said tubular standard intermediate
said base and said light supporting member, a
flag secured to each flagstaff, a tubular member
adapted to encase each flag and flagstaff, said
tubular members being secured to the base of its
associated flagstaff, and a pair of spring clips
secured to said standard at a point below said
flagstaff securing point and in vertical alignment
therewith, said spring clips providing means for
maintaining said flagstafls and cased flags in
vertical traveling position. )

THOMAS J. FINLEY.
EDWARD J. BURKE.



