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To all, whon it invity concern. - 
Be it known that I, FERDINAND SELLE, of 

Akron, Summit county, Ohio, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Wagon-Bodies Having End-Gates; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it pertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in a 

Wagon-body having end-gates. 
The object of my invention is to so enlarge 

or extend and arrange certain metallic mem 
bers that participate directly or indirectly in 
the holding of the end-gate in its closed posi 
tion as to protect the rear ends of the wooden 
sides and bottom of the wagon-body and the 
ends of the wooden end-gate against splitting 
or other mutilation; and to the end of render 
ing the construction durable and inexpensive 
my invention consists in certain features of 
construction and combinations of parts here 
inafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure I is 

a top plan, partly in Section, of the rear end 
of a wagon-body provided with my improve 
ments. Fig. II is a rear end elevation of the 
wagon-body, partly in section. Fig. III is an 
outer side view of the rear portion of one of 
the sides of the wagon-body and the adjacent 

Fig. IV is a vertical 
section on line IV IV, Fig. I. Fig. V is a 
horizontal section on either one of lines W V, 
Fig. II. The end-gate is shown in its closed 
position in all of the figures. 

Referring to the drawings, AA designate 
the two wooden sides of a wagon-body, A' 
the wooden bottom of said body, and B the 
Wooden end-gate. Each side of the wagon 
body has a spring-latch C secured to the up 
per side of its upper portion a suitable dis 
tance from its rear end. In the case illus 
trated this latch has its forward portion fixed 
to the Wagon-body and extends rearwardly in 
a horizontal plane to the rear extremity of 
the wagon-body and is provided at its rear 
end and inner side with a forwardly-facing 
shoulder C", that is arranged to render it ca 
pable in the operative position of the latch 
to engage a rearwardly-facing shoulder H', 
formed in or upon a metallic cap H, that fits 

over and tightly embraces the adjacent end 
of and is secured to the wooden end-gate. 
The forward sides of said caps H H are ap 
proximately flush with the forward side of 
the wooden portion of the end-gate, and each 
end of the wooden portion of the end-gate 
upon its forward side is rabbeted or cut away, 
as at b, to receive the caps approximately 
flush with said forward side-that is, each 
end of the wooden portion of the end-gate to 
prevent splitting or mutilation of said end of 
the gate is embraced by a metallic cap that 
at its upper end has a rearwardly-facing 
shoulder arranged to be engaged by the for 
wardly-facing shoulder of the latch when the 
gate is in its closed position. - 

I designates the securing devices employed 
in fastening caps H. Each cap H upon its 
forward side and near its upper extremity 
and below the latch is provided with a for 
wardly-projecting bolt or member h, that has 
the arrangement required to render it capa 
ble, in the closed position of the end-gate, of 
engaging a mortise or hole k, formed in the 
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rear-face of the upper portion of a metallic 
cap K, that fits over and snugly embraces the 
rear end of the wooden portion of the adja 
cent side of the wagon-body-that is, each 
wooden side of the Wagon-body has its rear 
end covered by a metallic cap that prevents 
splitting or mutilation of said end, and said 
cap has its rear side arranged approximately 
flush with the rear edge of the bottom of the 
wagon-body, and said cap, below the location 
of the adjacent latch, is provided with a mor 
tise arranged to be engaged by a bolt or pro 
jection formed upon the forward side of the 
cap that protects the adjacent end of the end 
gate. Each cap K, at its upper end and upon 
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its outer side, is provided with an eye IK", 
through which the respective latch extends 
and that is formed integral with the cap. 
The hole through said eye is wide enough to 
accommodate the latch's outward and lateral 
movement that is required to render the latch 
inoperative, and the outer side wall of said 
hole prevents the latch from being pressed or 
moved outwardly too far. Each cap Kisfas 
tened to the Wooden portion of the respective 
wagon side by any suitable number of secur 
ing devices K. 
has a lateral and inward extension K, that 

Each cap K, at its lower end, 
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covers the rear edge and top of the adjacent 
portion of the wooden bottom of the wagon 
body, and said end is rabbeted or cut away, 
as at a', as required to receive the rear or ver 
tical side of said extension of the cap approxi 
mately flush with the rearedge of said bottom. 
The inward cap-forming extension of each 
cap K is fastened to the wooden portion of 
the bottom by securing devices K. Mem 
bers K possess the function of preventing 
splitting or mutilation of the Wooden bottom 
of the wagon-body, and said members Kand 
the caps K, with which they are integral, also 
brace apart the sides and bottom of the Wagon 
body and render the latter strong. - 

Each member K is provided with a down 
wardly-projecting ear K, that has the hole 
therethrough arranged horizontally and en 
gaged by a horizontally-arranged pin or cy 
lindrical lug H*, formed upon the lower end 
of the adjacent cap H of the end-gate-that 
is, the end-gate is hinged to the bottom of the 
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wagon-body and the hinges are formed by 
horizontally-arranged pins or cylindrical lugs 
that are integral with the lower ends of caps 
H and extend into ears formed upon and in 
tegral with the inward cap-forming extensions. 
of caps K. - 

It will be observed that by my improved 
construction the wooden parts of the Wagon 
body are not injured by the blow occasioned 
in the swinging of the end-gate into its closed 
position, but the rear ends of the Wagon sides 
and bottom and ends of the end gate are ren 
dered strong and durable. 
What I claim is- - . 

1. The combination with a wagon-body hav 
ing metallic caps Kattached to and embrac 
ing the ends of the side-boards, said caps be 
ing provided with holes or mortises k and lat 
eral eXtensions attached to and embracing 
the wagon-body bottom, and provided with 
downwardly-projecting ears K integral with 
said extensions; of an end-gate provided with 
metallic caps H attached to and embracing 
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the sides and end of said gate, said caps be 
ing provided near their upper portion with 
rearwardly-facing shoulders and bolts or 
members h and at the lower or bottom por 
tion with horizontally-arranged pins or lugs 
adapted to engage aforesaid ears K; and 
latches suitably secured to the side-boards 
provided with a forwardly-facing shoulder 
adapted to engage the rearwardly - facing 
shoulder upon the aforesaid end-gate cap, 
substantially as described. 

2. A wagon, having a body portion, metal 
lic caps attached to and embracing the ends 
and adjacent portions of the side-boards and 
extending laterally and inwardly at their 
lower ends to cover the adjacent rear edge 
portions of the bottom, said caps upon their 
outer sides and upper portion being provided 
with eyes or ears and having mortises or 
holes in their rear sides, the said lateral ex 
tension of the caps being provided with de 
pending ears having horizontal holes therein; 
an end-gate provided with metallic caps at 
tached to and embracing the ends and the 
adjacent portions of the bottom of said gate, 
said caps at their upper portions being pro 
vided with rearwardly-facing shoulders and 
forwardly - projecting bolts or lugs, and at 
their lower portion provided with horizon 
tally-arranged pins engaging the holes in the 
aforesaid ears; spring-latches secured at their 
forward end to the side-boards a suitable dis 
tance from the end-gate and extending rear 
wardly through the aforesaid eyes, and pro 
vided at their free ends with forwardly-fac 
ing shoulders, all arranged and operating 
substantially as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof Isign this specifica 

tion, in the presence of two witnesses, this 
1st day of May, 1897. 

FERDIN AND SELLE. 
Witnesses: 

C. H. DORER, 
ELLA. E. TILDEN. 
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