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1o all whom it may concern.: 
Beit known that I, JohN, W. STILL, of the 

| city and county of San Francisco, State of Cali. 
fornia, have invented am Improved Double or 
Single Latch for Doors; and I do hereby de 
clare the following description and accompa 
nying drawings are suficient to enable any 
person skilled in the art or science to which it 
most nearly appertains to make and use my 

i saidinvention or improvements without fur 
ther invention or experiment. 
The object of my invention isto providean 

improved latch for doors, so constructed that 
it will operate equally well for either of two 

i doors which close together, forming a double 
door. - . " 

It consists of an elastic strip of metal, wlich 
extends from a shelfor other point of support 

* out between the doors. At the end of this 
spring is a wedge-shapedhead, havingits base 
inward. The doors are slightly cut away on 
each side of the spring, so that either of them 
in closing will presson the inclinedside of the 
head and bend the spring to one side till the 
door passes the head, when the spring returns 
to its original position, and holds it. 

Referring to the accompanying drawingsfor 
a more complete explanation of my invention, 
A and B are two doors, closing toward the 
center, and forming double doors, and Cisa 
single door, all being'arrangedom a closet, to 
ilustrate my invention, which consists of a 
thin elastic strip of metal, D, which, in the 
case of doors, stands vertically; but it will be 
seen that its position is easily changed, as cir 

| custances require. Im order to fastem this 
spring to the shelforother support E, Fig.3, it 
ispassed through one side of a plate of metal, 
F, bent at an angle, as shown, and fastened to 
it below. 
The spring has a wedge-shaped head, G, at 

sucha distance from F that the doors Can paSS 
the head before reaching the position they, will 
occupy when closed. 
| Each of the doors is cut away slightly, as at 
a, so that in closingeither door the spring can 
giwe way on the side opposite till the door 
haspassed toits place,when the spring returns 
the head to the center, and the doors are 
latched. 

In order to open a door it is only mecessary 
to press the head to one side, and the door 
Will be free. 

I do not claima double catch when held and 
made to operate by a ring of india-rubber or 
other elastic material; but 

| What Idoclaim, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is– 
The combination, with the spring-stem D, 

of the wedge-shaped head G, forminga shoul 
der om each side of the stem, with its face at 
right angles to thestem, so astomake'a secure 
fastening for two contiguous doors, substan 
tially as described. 
Im witness whereof I have h?reunto set my 

hand and Seal. 
JOHN W. STILL. [L. s.] 

Witnesses: 
GEo. H. STRONG, 
WM. GERLACH. 


