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1 Claim.

The present application is a division of my
original application Serial No. 698,169 filed No-
vember 15, 1933 (now Patent No. 1,990,760 of
February 12, 1935), for an Envelope. The present

5 invention relates particularly to an improved en-
velope of the type which does not require moist-
ening of its seal flap in order to seal it, as is neces-
sary with ordinary envelopes.

In United States Letters Patent No. 1,768,836

10 issued July 1, 1930, there is shown and described
an envelope which does not require moistening
in order to seal it, this patented envelope being
characterized by the fact that corresponding
areas of its seal flap and rear wall are coated

15 with an adhesive which does not require moist-

" ening, such as a rubber solution. Consequently,
when the coated area of the flap is folded over
into registering relation with the coated wall
area and pressure applied to the overlying

20 areas, the envelope is sealed. However, because
of the tendency of the coated areas to adhere to
each other, as when packing or otherwise hand-
ling the envelope prior to sealing, it is necessary
to provide separate means for preventing inad-

25 vertent adhesion such as strips of paper between
the coated surfaces, as disclosed in the afore-
mentioned patent, No. 1,768,836, which proce-
dure adds materially to the cost of manufacturlng
and marketing such envelopes.

According to the present invention, there is
provided an envelope of the above indicated char-
acter in which the coated areas are effectively
- prevented from inadvertently coming info con-
tact. prior to the actual sealing of the envelope,

30

35 thereby eleminating any special precautions in:

the packing thereof. The above and other ad-
vantageous features of the invention will here-
" inafter more fully appear from the following
description with reference to the accompanying
drawing, in which:—

Fig. 1 is a rear view of an envelope with ad-

hesive applied thereto in accordance with the in-
vention.
-
“1to prevent contact of the coated areas-when the
envelopes are packed and stacked.
Fig. 3 shows the envelope of Fig. 1 in a sealed
condition.
50
the different figures. .
Referring first to Fig. 1, the envelope of the
invention provides parallel bands | and 2 of dry-
" sealing adhesive, applied respectively to the mar-
55 gin of the extended seal flap 3 and to a portion

Fig. 2 illustrates folding of the envelope of Fig. -

Like reference characters refer to like parts irt
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of the rear wall 4 spaced from the upper edge
thereof. The coated areas are substantially equal
and the adhesive 2 is so positioned on the rear
wall 4 that when the seal flap 3 is folded down
along the score line §, the adhesive area | will
register with said adhesive area 2.

~ The adhesive used for the coatings | and 2 is
of such character that said coatings, without
moistening, will adhere to each other upon con-

tact, although neither coating, when dry, will .

adhere when brought into contact with any un-
coated portion of the envelope material. Prefer-
ably the coatings { and 2 are applied in the form
of a dispersed rubber solution, or as a natural
or compounded latex, the invention also contem-
plating the use of other similar dry-sealing ad-
hesives in the form of thermo-plastics, such as
arclor resins or galyptols, either alone or in com-
bination with rubber.

In order to prevent premature adhesion be-
tween the coated areas before it is desired to
use the envelope, the rear wall 4 provides beyond
‘its coated area 2 an extension or auxiliary flap
6 which is not adhered to the side flaps 7 in mak-
ing the envelope said flap 6 being foldable along
a score line 8.to cover the coating 2. With the
auxiliary flap 6 folded over as shown in Fig. 2,
it is possible to fold down the seal flap 3 in the
usual manner, as indicated in dotted lines, Fig. 2,

- so that the envelope can be packed with others
without any possibility of the coated areas be-
coming inadvertently adhered to each other.

In using the ernvelope, the seal flap 3 and the
previously turned-down auxiliary flap 6 are
opened up as shown in Fig. 1 to expose the rear
wall adhesive 2, and after the enclosure has been
placed in the envelope, the seal flap 3 is turned
down over the opened-out flap & to bring the
adhesive | into complete registration with the
adhesive 2. The sealing of the envelope is then
completed by the mere application of pressure
to the overlying adhesive areas.

"From the foregoing, it is apparent that by the
present invention there is provided an envelope
which does not require any moistening in order
to seal it, and which is so constructed that the
coated areas which are adapted to adhere upon
contact are normally maintained out of engage-
ment, thus permitting the envelopes to be packed
and handled in the usual manner.

I claim: -

In an envelope of the class described, a front
wall and a rear wall, the front wall having g
closure flap foldable upon the rear wall, said
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closure flap and sald rear wall providing com-
plemental areas of dry-sealing adhesive, each
appreciably spaced from the line of fold of said
closure flap, said rear wall beyond its adhesive
areg providing an exfension folded back upon
~ sald rear wall adhesive area to prevent contach
therewith of the complemental adhesive area of

the closure flap when the latter is folded down,
sald extension, when opened out to expose said
rear wall adhesive area, occupying the space be-
tween said areg and the fold line of said closure

flap.
: WILLARD E. SWIFT.



