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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a meth-
od for producing an ingot of zirconium carbide at low

cost and with high efficiency. Specifically, the present
invention provides a method for producing an ingot of
zirconium carbide, said method being characterized by
comprising steps as mentioned below and also charac-
terized in that the resultant ingot of zirconium carbide
has a size of 50 mm or more, a density of 5.7 g/cm?
N and a Vickers hardness of 1500 or more: (1) step 1 of
mixing zirconium oxide with carbon to produce a mix-
ture, wherein the ratio of the mass of carbon to the
mass of zirconium oxide in the mixture is 15 to 20%
by mass; (2) step 2 of granulating the mixture to pro-
duce granules; (3) step 3 of melting the granules by
means of argon plasma; and (4) step 4 of cooling the
molten product gradually to produce an ingot of zir-
conium carbide.
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