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This invention relates to pockets and other re 
ceptacles or containers and more particularly to 
a container which is provided with a Self-oper 
ating closure. 
One of the objectS of this invention is the pro 

vision of a self-closing safety pocket or other 
container constructed and arranged to afford 
Security against the loSS or accidental removal 
of the contents of the pocket or container even 
when the latter is inverted and yet to facilitate 
access to the interior of the container through 
an opening provided therein. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of a container of the above described type 
Which is of Such construction that it is closed 
at the top as well as at the side and bottom 
thereof and which is provided with an opening 
positioned below the top of the container and 
disposed Width Wise thereof. 
A further object is to provide a self-closing 

Container which can be of large capacity, for 
example, a lady's handbag which is constructed 
and arranged to prevent loss or accidental re 
moval of the contents of the bag. 
The above and other objects, features and ad 

vantages of the present invention will be fully 
understood from the folloWing description, con 
sidered in connection with the accompanying 
drawings which, however, are to be taken as illus 
trative of the invention and not in limitation 
thereof. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side view of a self-closing container 

embodying the present invention, a part of one 
of the side walls of the container being cut away 
for the purpose of illustration; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view, on a larger 
scale, on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view 
of the upper part of the pocket, illustrating a 
modification; 

Fig. 5 is a side view of another form of con 
tainer in which the invention is embodied; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, 
on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is a view of a trouser side pocket provided 
With a safety pocket or receptacle embodying the 
present invention. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail and 
first to the form of the invention illustrated in 
Figs. 1 to 3, the safety pocket or container 0 
there illustrated comprises opposed side walls 2 
and 4 formed of fabric or any other Suitable ma 
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terial. Said opposed side walls are Secured to 
gether at their peripheral edges completely there 
around preferably by one or more lines of stitch 
ing 6 whereby the container is closed at the top 
as well as at the bottom and side edges thereof. 
The wall 2, which may be considered the front 
wall of the pocket or container 0 is provided with 
a slit-like opening 8 disposed below the closed 
top 20 of the container and extending widthwise 
thereof preferably continuously from one side. 
edge 22 to the opposite side edge 24 of the con 
tainer. Said opening i 8 is defined by the separa 
ble or relatively movable portions 26 and 23 of 
the front wall 2 and more particularly by the 
confronting edges 3 and 32 of Said separable 
side Wall portions 26 and 28, respectively. As 
clearly shown in Fig. 2, the separable side wall 
portions 26 and 28 are thickened by being folded 
upon themselves and having one or more lining: 
strips 34 and 36, respectively, of fabric or other, 
Suitable material disposed between the folded 
parts of said relatively movable portions of wall 
2. Said thickened portions are preferably soft 
and pliable as are the other wall portions of the 
container, although due to the folding and lin 
ing of thickened portions 26 and 28, the latter 
are Somewhat less soft and pliable than , the 
other wall portions of the container. Portion 28 
is preferably somewhat thicker than thickened 
portion 26 so that portion 28 projects forwardly 
of the front surface of thickened portion 26 so 
that after the container has been in use for some 
time, such displacement of thickened portion 26 
forwardly of the container will be compensated 
for by the extra thickness of portion 28 whereby 
the latter Will not be disposed rearwardly of por 
tion 26. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the thickened 
Wall portion 26 has its inner edge secured to the 
inner surface of wall 2 preferably by a line of 
stitching 38 extending widthwise of said wall 
between the opposite side edges 22 and 24 of the 
container. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the front 
Wall portion 28 is formed preferably as an inte 
gral extension of Wall 4, being folded down 

5 Wardly at the top 20 of the container so that it 
lies substantially in the same plane as that of 
wall portion 26 of wall 2. The several plies of 
wall portion 28 are secured together preferably 
by a line of stitching 40. The side edges of wall 
portion 28 are stitched to the adjacent side edge 
portions of wall 4 by the seam formed by the 
line of stitching 6, but except for this secure 
ment and the securement at the top 20 of the con 
tainer, front wall portion 28 is free from direct 
securement to wall f4 and forms with the op 
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posed portion of said wall A a recess 42 which 
communicates with the interior of the container, 
below opening 8. It is within the Scope of this 
invention, however, to provide the thickened por 
tion 28 stitched to wall A. So that the recess 2 
is either wholly or partly eliminated. In such 
case, the upper ends 5 of spring 44 will project 
above opening f8 through suitable openings be 
tween thickened portion 28 and the opposed part 
of wall 4. 

Provision is made for tensioning the upper 
part of the container widthwise thereof in the 
region of the slit-like opening 8, which as de 
Scribed above is defined by the adjacent confront 
ing edges 30 and 32 of the separable front wall 
portions 26 and 28, respectively. For this pur 
pose, a generally U-shaped spring 44 is disposed 
Within the container and is preferably so posi 
tioned that it engages the container at the oppo 
Site ends of the opening 8 so as to tension the 
marginal edge portions of portions 26 and 28 
Width Wise of the container. at the edge portions 
which define said opening, thus to maintain said 
Opening in its slit-like form. More particularly, 
as here shown the base 46 of spring 44 is disposed 
at the lower edge of the container while the arms 
48 of said Spring extend upwardly along the ad 
jacent side edges, respectively, of the container 
and beyond the opening 8 into the recess 42 
which is formed between the upper part of wall 
4 and the confronting surface of upper front 
Wall portion 28. Arms 48 resiliently engage the 
container at the points 49, i. e., at the opposite 
ends of Opening í8. The upper ends of spring 44 
are preferably rounded as indicated at 50 to 
avoid tearing or other injury to the container 
and to prevent interference with the expansion 
of the Spring. As shown in Fig. 1, the upper por 
tions 5 of Spring arms 48 are permanently bent 
toward each other so that while said upper por 
tions. can Ilie adjacent the side edges of the bagi 
above opening 8 they do not press on said edges. 
Preferably portions 5 f are spaced somewhat in 
Wardly of said edges so that there is no interfer 
ence with the expansion of the spring which 
Would impair the pressure of the spring at the 
points 49 at the opposite ends of opening 8. 
Spring 44 is preferably formed of resilient wire 
and it will be understood that in the condition of 
the Spring Within the container it tends to ex 
pand So that the arms 48 thereof press resiliently . 
against the adjacent side edges of the container 
at points 49 for tensioning the opposed wall por 
tions laterally or widthwise of the container in 
the region of the opening 8. Preferably, tack 
ing Stitches 52 are provided for securing wall por 
tion 28 and wall f4 to each other adjacent the 
ends of said wall portions inwardly of the upper 
rounded ends 50 of the spring for holding said 
;gds against accidental displacement from recess 

It will be understood that by reason of the 
above construction of the pocket or container lo 
acceSS may be conveniently had through opening 
8 to the contents of the container When it is de 

sired to place coins or other articles therein or 
to remove the same from the container, while at 
the same time, the contents are effectively re 
tained in the container even when the latter is 
inverted. In this connection, it will be further 
understood that when the container is inverted, 
the contents thereof instead of passing through. 
the opening 8, are deflected into the recess 42. 
between the upper part of wall 4 and the con 
fronting surface of upper front wall portion 28 
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4. 
the deflecting action being enhanced by the 
thickened part of front wall portion 26. As illus 
trated, container O is provided With means for 
Securing the same in a trouse side pocket P 
(Fig. 7). For this purpose, container O may be 
provided as here shown with a loop 54 for a 
Safety pin 56 for fastening the receptacle 10 to 
the inner side wall 58 of the trouser pocket. It 
Will be noted that since the opening 8 is dis 
posed below the top 20 of the pocket, access to 
the interior of the pocket is facilitated since the 

... fingers can be more easily inserted into the pocket 
through said opening 8 than if said opening were 
at the upper edge of the pocket. It will be un 
derstood, however, that while the pocket Or con 
tainer" | 2: as iliustrated in Fig. 7 is fastened in the 
interior of another pocket or container, said con 
tainer need not be fastened in or used with an 

For example, container O can 
be a purse or formed for use by itself as a lady's 
handbag. Also said container can be used on a 
Shirt or jacket as the breast or other pocket there 
of. Also, while the provision of opening 8 be 
low the top edge of the container enables the 
fingers, or the entire hand to be inserted in the 
container when the latter is made Sufficiently 
large, without substantial movement of the Spring 
arms. 48 toward each other, the opening into the 
container can be enlarged by engaging the oppo 
site side edges. 22 and 24 of the container and . 
pressing the arms 48 of the spring toward each 
other and thereby moving the separable wall 
portions 26 and 28 away from each other. So that 
Wall portion 26 is displaced forwardly of Wall por 
tion 28 and opposed wall f4, this displacement 
taking place in a direction generally perpendicu 
lar to the plane of opposed Walls 2 and 4, and 
When the walls are thus displaced and the Con 
tainer held in one hand, so that the upper edge. 
3 of Wall portion 26 of front wall 2 is inclined 
downwardly, all or part of the contents of the 
container can move by gravity out of the con 
tainer. On the other hand, when compressing 
pressure on the arms 48 is released, opening 8 
resumes its slit-like form so that even when the 
container is inverted, and front wall 2 faces 
dOWinWardly, the contents of the container are 
held therein and prevented from accidentally 
falling out therefrom. 
The construction illustrated in Fig. 4 is the same 

as that illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3, except that the 
inwardly folded and thickened portion 34A, which 
corresponds to the inwardly folded and thickened 
portion 34 in Fig. 2, is not stitched to the inner 
surface of front, wall portion 26. Accordingly, in 
the construction illustrated in Fig. 4, in Wardly 
folded portion 34A provides a recess 42A which 
may receive Some of the ContentS Of the Con 
tainer when the latter is inverted thus to prevent 
the inadvertent or accidental movement of the 
Contents of the container from the latter. 

In the form of the invention illustrated in Figs. 
5 and 6, the container 60, illustrated as a lady's 
handbag, is of such construction that while it 
embodies the essence of the invention described 
above with reference to Figs. 1 to 4, it has greater 
capacity than that afforded by the construction 
described above. For this purpose, the generally 
U-shaped spring 44A is small in comparison to the 
size of the bag and the slit-like opening 8A is 
substantially shorter than the width of the bag 
which extends laterally beyond the opposite ends 
49A of said opening. The opposite side walls. 
2A and 4A, besides being secured to each other 
at their peripheral, edges, completely around the 
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bag, preferably by a seam 6A, so that the bag is 
completely closed except at opening 8A, are 
stitched to each other along the lines 62 extending 
from the ends 49A of opening 8A to the opposite 
side edges 22A and 24A of the bag and along the 
lines 64 from ends 49A to the top edge 20A of the 
bag. Opening 8A is preferably long enough to 
allow the hand of the user to be inserted there 
through into the bag. The spring arms 48A 
resiliently engage the bag at the opposite ends 
49A of opening 8A to maintain bag portions 
26A aind 28A in their slit-like opening defining 
positions, and the upper portions 5A of the 
spring arms are positioned in Wardly of the oppo 
site ends of recess 42A, at Stitching 64, so that the 
expansibility of the spring is not interfered with 
and the pressure of the spring at points 49A is not 
impaired. In addition to spring 44A, a U-shaped 
spring 4.4B may be provided to tension the thick 
ened portion 28A widthwise of the container 
above opening 8A, the arms 48B of this spring 
being spaced inwardly of points 49A so that the 
force of this spring for tensioning portion 28A 
Will not be interfered with by the container. 
Spring 4.4B is positioned laterally of Spring 44A 
and has outwardly bent upper portions 5B pro 
vided with rounded ends 50B which project out 
Wardly against the side edges of recess 42A at the 
lines of stitching 64. Thus spring 44A presses 
outwardly against the bag at the points 49A 
preferably without pressing on the bag above 
opening 8A while spring 44B presses outwardly 
on the bag at lines 64 above opening 8A, prefer 
ably without pressing on the bag at the points 
49A. Preferably the bent ends 50B of Spring 4.4B 
are turned so that they lie transversely to the 
plane of wall 4A thus to project wall portion 28A 
somewhat forwardly of wall portion 26A, as shown 
in Fig. 6. If desired, the container illustrated in 
FigS. 1 to 3 can be provided with two springs 
having the same action as springs 44A and 4.4B at 
points 49 and above opening 8, respectively. As 
here shown, the base 46A of the spring while dis 
posed below the slit-like opening 8A, is posi 
tioned above the bottom edge of the container in 
spaced relation thereto, and is disposed Within a 
pocket formed by the fabric strip 66 stitched at 
its bottom and side edges to Wall 4A by a line of 
stitching 68. Fabric strip 66 is also stitched at 
its upper edge to wall 4 by a line of stitching 70, 
but if desired, this line of stitching may be 
omitted whereby strip 66 forms an open top 
auxiliary pocket with the opposed part of Wall 
4A. In other respects, container 69 is, in gen 

eral, of the same construction as container 9 
having like the latter the closed top 20A and the 
relatively movable front Wall portions 26A and 
28A which are thickened and have confronting 
edges 30A and 32A which define the slit-like 
opening 8A. While container 60 is provided 
With a recess 2A above opening 8A, it is within 
the scope of this invention to stitch thickened 
portion 28A widthwise of the container So as to 
either wholly or partially eliminate said recess 
42A, the upper ends of the Spring passing through 
openings left therefor between portion 28A and 
the opposed surface of wall 4A to the same posi 
tions which said spring arms occupy When the 
recess 42A is provided as shown. It will be noted 
that by reason of the construction of container 
69, substantially as described above, the opposed 
side Walls 2A and 4A are relatively movable 
toward and away from each other in their parts 
below the thickened upper marginal edge of front 
portion 26A without disturbing the action of 
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6 
springs, 44A and 4.4B in tensioning the container 
in the region of opening 8A, and that this allows 
the interior of the container to be expanded 
transversely so that it may receive larger objects 
than can be placed in a container or pocket of the 
construction of container O. It is within the 
Scope of this invention to stitch thickened portion 
28 (FigS. 1 and 2) to the opposed side wall portion 
í d, thus eliminating the recess 42, although the 
provision of this recess is preferred and portion 28 
being in recess defining relation as shown. It is 
also to be understood that when two springs are 
used, as in Fig. 5, or as indicated above, in the 
containers illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, one of the 
SpringS can terminate, at the upper ends of its 
arms, at or below the opening 8 or 8A, as the 
Case may be, While the other spring can have its 
arms extend above said opening to tension por 
tion 28 or 28A at and above the opening while the 
first mentioned spring tensions portion 26 or 26A 
at and below said opening. 

It will be understood that the invention may be 
embodied otherwise than as herein illustrated or 
described and that various changes and modifi 
cations may be made without departing from the 
underlying idea, or principles of the invention 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what II 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

i. A container comprising opposed side walls, 
said container being closed at its top and having 
an opening in One of said side walls disposed 
below but adjacent the top of the container and 
extending widthwise thereof, said opening being 
defined by confronting relatively movable adja 
cent upper and lower edge portions of said one 
of the side walls, the portions of said opposed 
side walls above said opening forming a recess 
Within the container above said opening in com 
munication. With the interior of said container 
below said opening to receive at least part of the 
contents of the container when the latter is in 
verted, and a generally U-shaped spring disposed 
in said container with the base of the spring 
below said opening and with the free ends of 
said arms of the Spring extending transversely of 
said opening and projecting into said recess above 
said opening operatively positioned to tension 
said upper and lower relatively movable portions 
of the side Wall for resiliently opposing relative 
movement thereof, the portion of said one side 
wall below said opening having an inwardly dis 
posed portion forming a second recess with the 
inner confronting surface of said side one Wall at 
the portion thereof which is below said opening, 
said second recess being closed at its upper end 
and open at its lower end, the lower end of said 
second recess being spaced upwardly from the 
bottom of the container. 

2. A container comprising opposite side walls 
secured at their peripheral edges completely 
therearound whereby said container is normally 
ciosed at its top as well as at its bottom and side 
edges, one of said side walls having a slit-like 
opening disposed below the top of the containcy 
and extending widthwise thereof, and a generally 
U-shaped spring positioned Within said container 
With its base disposed widthwise of the container 
below said opening and with its arm extending 
transversely of said opening and upwardly from 
said base above said opening in position to tension 
said opposed side walls width Wise of the container 
in the region of said opening, the side Wall Which 
is provided with said opening having an internally 
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disposed portion below said opening forning a 
recess open at its bottom and closed at its top, 
whereby to receive at least part of the contents 
of the container when the container is inverted, 
the portions of said opposed side Walls above Said 
opening defining a second recess for part of the 
contents of the container when the latter is in 
verted, said internally disposed portion providing 
means to deflect the last mentioned part of the 
contents into said last mentioned receSS. When the 
container is inverted. 

NATHAN SLOBOKIN. 
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