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(57) Abstract: A bending mechanism (3) com-
prises: a plurality of bending joint members (4)
serially connected so as to be rockable relative
to each other about rocking axes (S); a plurality
of pairs of long tension transmission members
(6), each pair of which is connected to one of
the bending joint members (4); and a plurality
of bendable sheath members (7), each binding
a pair of tension transmission members (6) in a
longitudinally relatively movable manner. Each
of the sheath members (7) binds a portion of a
pair of tension transmission members (6), the
portion extending up to a separation position
disposed further toward the distal end side than
a rocking axis (S) located immediately on the
proximal end side of a bending joint member
(4) to which the pair of tension transmission
members (6) are connected, and the pair of ten-
sion transmission members (6) which are separ-
ated from each other at a position further to-
ward the distal end side than the separation po-
sition are connected to different positions of
the bending joint member (4).
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