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To all chon, it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH. W. SHEPPARD, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved instrument 
for Registering the Game of Cards, of which 
the following is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 11'epre 
Sents a top view of my improved registering-in 
strument as inclosed in an outer card-box; Fig. 
2, a top view of the same with part of the top 
plate taken off to show face-plates; Fig. 3, 
a sectional bottom view on the line c c, Fig. 4; 
and Fig. 4, a side view of the same taken out 
of the outer box, partly in section. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts. 
The object of my invention is to furnish to 

the lovers of the game of cards an improved 
instrument for registeling the true state of the 
game, which denotes, audibly and visibly, to 
all at the table or in the room, the change of 
the numbers and the standing, SO that tillhec 
essary questions are avoided, and incorrect 
scoring or numbering obviated. The instilti 
ment forms, at the same time, an ornament to 
the card-table, and prevents effectually any 
tampering orirregular changing of the numbers. 
Hitherto the marking or registering has been 
accomplished by means of different modifica 
tions of a dial-face with revolving hands, which 
are silently moved or pushed round. With the 
fingers to certain figures on the face of the dial. 
This method is unsatisfactory in many cases, 
as it too easily permits Wrong numbering OF 
changing, without full control from the players. 
My invention intends to obviate this by plac 
ing revolving plates, with stamped or printed 
figures, under a recessed cover-plate, which al 
lows but one figure to be seen at the time. 
Said plates are revolved by the pressure On, or 
turning of, a small button or knob, which, at 
the same time, by suitable lever - connection, 
rings a bell, indicating thereby the changing 
of the face-intimbers. 

In the drawing, A represents the otter case, 
of the size of a pack of cards, and of Suitable 
finish. Its cover has an upper and lower re 
cess, through which the figures indicating the 
standing of the gaine, and the initial lettel's ill 
dicating the gaine itself, are visible. A pro 

jecting button or knob, B, which is pressed 
down or turned by the fingers, is, with its 
Square shanka, connected to a small arm, at', 
attached to a lug, b, at the lower side of the 
sectional face-plate D, on which the initial let 
ters of the game are stamped or printed. Lug 
b slides, on turning plate D, in a slot, b', of 
top plate C. Through an aperture, d, of top 
plate C, which corresponds with that of the 
box-cover, are seen the figures of the revolv. 
ing plate E. The top plate C is connected 
with the lower or bottom plate C by pillars e, 
both being made of metal or other suitable ma 
terial, and containing between them the rotat 
ing and bell mechanism. The rotating mech 
anism consists of the bifurcated lever F, which 
is pivoted to the socket end f of button-shank 
a, with its fulcrum in the shortlugg of bottom 
plate C. A band-spring, h, acts against the 
socket?, and forces the button B tupward after 
each pressure exerted thereon. The prongs i 
of ever F catch over pins it of a circular slide 
piece, l, which is fitted, and passes up and 
down, over a screw, t, with quick threads, pro 
ducing, with each stroke of the lever F, a par 
tial rotation of screw l/. A sidewardly-extend 
ing arm, n, of lever F is provided with an up 
Ward-projecting lug, n, which enters into slot 
ted recesses in of a ratchet-wheel, E, keyed to 
the lower side of the revolving plate E. Screw 
lf turns in bearings of plates C C, an arm, G, 
being keyed to it, which extends immediately 
below ratchet - wheel E', and diametrically 
across the same, with the recessed pawl H. piv 
oted at the outer end thereof. A Small band 
spring, o, (indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3.) 
presses the pawl H against the circumference 
of wheel E', so that the same bears against the 
teeth of wheel E'. The ratchet-wheel E' is pro 
vided with as many teeth p as there are divis 
ions on the face-plate E. Any number and 
arrangement of figures may be indicated 
thereon, to adapt the instrument for the vari 
ous games of cards. Between One series of 
figures and the next, proportionate intervals 
may be placed, to denote the beginning of a 
new game or part, 
The teeth p may be cut in connection with 

the slotted recesses , as indicated in Fig. 3, 
the projecting part of pawl H bearing against 
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a tooth, p, at each downward pressure of lout 
ton B, by the corresponding partial turning of 
Screw land forward motion of an G. 
On the release of button B, the screw land 

arm G, with pawl EI, pass back over wheel E', 
ready to engage the next tooth. Ltig m' of 
arm m regulates, at the same time, the extent 
and accuracy of each forward motion of ratchet 
Wheel E by engaging slots . 
Abell, I, is attached to bottom plate C", and 

acted upon by hammer L, which is screwed to 
an elastic stem, q, applied to lug (1'. A project 
ing pill, ', of stem q connects with ratchet 
teeth p as stem q is pressed forward by band 
Splings, so that, by its gliding over teeth p, 
and Sudden passing into the interval between 
them, the hammer L strikes bell I at every par 
tial rotation of plate E and change of figures 
thereon. 

For the purpose of preventing the ringing 
of the bell when the revolving plate E indi 
cates the intervals between separate series of 
figures, the recesses are not connected through 
to the teeth p, but notches p substituted there 
for, which are acted upon by the pawl in the 
same manner, giving less play to stem q, and 
imparting, therefore, less impetus to hammer 
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L, so that the same does not reach alld Strike 
the bell at these points. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Lettel's Pat 
ent 

1. The instrument for registering the game 
of cards consisting of outer box A, main plates 
C C", button B, with bifurcated lever F, slide 
l, and arm m, sectional plate D, screw l', arm 
G, with pawl H, face-plate and ratchet-wheel 
E E', bell I, and hammer L, substantially as 
and for the purpose described. 

2. The button-shaft a, arranged to operate 
the plate D through arm (t', and plate E 
through lever F, slide l, screw l', arm G, pawl 
H, and wheel E, substantially as set forth. 

3. The face-plate E, in combination with the 
notched and recessed wheel E!, revolving arm 
G, and pawl H, substantially as described. 

4. The shallow notches p, arranged between 
the series of deep spaces in wheel E, to furnish 
bearing for pawl H, but not allow the bell to 
ring, as set forth. 

JOSEPH. W. SHEPD AIR). 
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