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This invention relates to holders and carriers 
for bottles or the like, and has for an object the 
provision of a carrier, say, for beverage bottles or 
the like, which shall be strong and safe, of con 
Venient and ready application, which packs in a 
flat small space when not in use, is simple to 
manufacture and of small cost. 
In carrying Out the invention, two juxtaposed 

sheets of heavy cardboard or other suitable ma 
terial, face to face and slidable or shiftable over 
each other, are provided with a number, perhaps 
six, of coincident or overlapping openings which 
provide passages through both that are expan 
sible and contractible when the plates are slid or 
shifted on each other, and which passages are 
large enough in One position of the sheets to pass 
OVer the head and neck of the bottle or bottles to 
be carried and small enough when contracted so 
that the sheets engage and prevent withdrawal of 
the neck or heads of the bottle or bottles, a suit 
able handle maintaining the sheets in the carry 
ing position to grip the bottles and enable the 
same to be readily carried. 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will appear from the accompanying draw 
ings, illustrating several ways of carrying out the 
invention, and the description and claims to fol 
loW. In these drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one of the shiftable 
Sheets of the device 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the other sheet; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the device 

showing the sheets or plates in their loading po 
Sitions; 

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the sheets in 
their loaded position; 

Fig. 5 is a cross-section on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a cross-section. On the line 6-6 of Fig. 
4, and 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the holder and 
carrier in connection with a group of bottles. 

Referring to these drawings, the two sheets or 
plates 20 and 2, seen respectively in Figs. 1 and 
2, of heavy cardboard or other suitable material, 
are provided with openings 22 and 23 and holes 
24. These sheets are preferably made alike, for 
cheapness and convenience of manufacture and 
handling, and one is merely turned Over and 
placed on top of the other as shown in Figs. 3 
to 7. The holes, apertures or openings 22 and 
23 preferably are sort of key-hole shape, that is, 
with one end larger than the other, and of a size 
to adapt them for the purposes intended, 
With the sheets 20 and 2 so juxtaposed face to 
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face they may be shifted longitudinally as shown 
in Fig. 3, with the larger ends of the holes ver 
tically in line, as indicated in Figs. 3 and 5, or as 
shown in Figs. 4, 6 and 7, With their smaller ends 
over each other. In the first or expanded posi 
tion, the passages through the tWO sheets formed 
by said openings are large enough to enable the 
head and neck of a suitably sized and formed 
bottle, such as a beverage bottle, to be passed 
therethrough. In the Second position, that is, of 
FigS. 4 and 7, where the Smaller ends of the open 
ings are over each other and the passages through 
both sheets have been contracted, they are small 
enough to grip and engage the necks of the 
bottles, which are smaller than the heads and 
prevent withdrawal of the heads and bottles 
therefrom. This position of the sheets is shown 
in Figs. 4, 6 and 7. 
The positions of the bottles 25, in these Figs. 3 

and 4, are indicated by the dotted-line heads 26 
and necks of the bottles. Thus, in Fig. 3, Where 
the sheets or plates are shifted from their normal 
position, the heads and necks of the bottles 25 
are shown extending up through the expanded 
openings, while in Fig. 4, where the plates or 
sheets have been shifted back to normal, the 
necks of the bottles are engaged by the sheets in 
the smaller ends of the openings and therefore in 
the contracted portions of the passages. This, as 
indicated in Figs. 4, 6 and 7, is too small for the 
head of the bottle to get through and the bottle 
is gripped thereby and prevented from with 
drawal. In Fig. 7, which shows a loaded carrier 
and holder, one bottle is omitted in order to show 
the position of the sheets at the openings in this 
condition of the plates. 

In order conveniently to carry the bottle holder 
and carrier and be sure that the sheets do not 
shift laterally to free the bottles thus hanging 
from it by their heads, a flexible cord handle 27 
is provided; at least its ends should be flexible, 
and these pass through the holes 24 in the upper 
sheet and thence through the corresponding holes 
24 in the lower sheet. Here they may be knotted, 
as at 28, or otherwise secured to the lower plate, 
or said ends may be brought together and tied 
or united to each other. The main thing is that 
when the cord is tightened, as in Fig. 4, it Will 
shift or tend to shift the two sheets together from 
the position of Fig. 3 to that of Fig. 4 and there 
after hold the plates in the normal or carrying 
position of Figs. 4, 6 and 7. Of course the handle 
need not be depended on to do the shifting of 
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cord merely be used to hold them in that posi 
tion. 
In the form here shown, provision is made for 

carrying six bottles, but, of course, any suitable 
number may be provided for, and, while beverage 
bottles were mentioned, the device may be 
adapted for carrying any suitable type 
From the foregoing it is apparent that the 

holder and carrier is convenient and efficient, is 
cheap to manufacture, prevents any possibility of 
the bottles dropping and breaking, and does not 
gather mositure and become weak. Warious 
changes and alterations may be made Without 
departing from the scope or principle of the in 
vention as set forth or intended to be set forth 
in the appended claims: 

I claim: 
1. A bottle holder and carrier comprising two 

rectangular flat sheets of the same size and hav 
ing the same regularly spaced holes therein, 
larger at One end and Smaller at the other, Said 
Sheets being reversed end for end in the carrier, 
so that the holes while overlapping to form pas 
sages through the two sheets face in opposite 
directions, said passages when the sheets are rela 
tively shifted in their planes permitting the head 
and neck of bottles to pass - therethrough and 
When the sheets are brought back to normal posi 
tion the sheets engage and grip the necks and 
prevent Withdrawal of the heads and bottles, and 
a flexible handle for the carrier arranged to shift 
Said sheetS into bottle-carrying position and to 
maintain same in that position while the bottles 
are being carried. 

2. A bottle holder and carrier comprising two 
rectangular flat sheets of the same size and hav 
ing the same regularly spaced holes therein, 
larger at One end and Smaller at the other, said 
sheets being reversed end for end in the carrier, 
so that the holes while overlapping to form pas 
Sages through the two sheets face in opposite 
directions, said passages when the sheets are 
relatively shifted in their planes permitting the 
head and neck of bottles to pass therethrough 
and when the sheets are brought back to normal 
position the sheets engage and grip the necks and 
prevent withdrawal of the heads and bottles, and 
a handle for the carrier consisting of a cord pass 
ing through apertures in the top sheet and se 
cured to the under sheet, the apertures being so 
located that a pull on the handle cords shifts the 
sheets to bottle-gripping and carrying position 
and maintains them in that position while the 
bottles are being carried. 

3. A bottle holder and carrier comprising two 
juxtaposed sheets face to face and relatively shift 
able facewise in substantial contact, said sheets 
both having overlapping openings each larger at 
One end than the other and providing passages 
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4. 
and necks of bottles to be passed or loaded 
through their larger ends and When contracted 
enabling the sheets to engage the necks at the 
Smaller ends of the openings and prevent with 
drawal of the heads and bottles, and a handle for 
the carrier having a flexible cord-like connec 
tion with the sheets and arranged so relatively 
to shift Said. Sheets into bottle-carrying position 
and to maintain them in that position while the 
bottles are being carried by the carrier. 

4. A bottle holder and carrier comprising two 
juxtaposed sheets face to face and relatively 
shiftable faceWise in substantial contact, said 
sheets both having overlapping keyhole-shaped 
openings providing passages through the sheets 
Which may be expanded or contracted by such 
relative shifting of the sheets, said passages when 
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through the sheets which may be expanded or 60 
contracted by such relative shifting of the sheets, 
Said passages when expanded enabling the heads 

expanded-enabling the heads and necks of bottles 
to be passed or loaded through their larger por 
tions and when contracted enabling the sheets by 
the narrower portions of their openings to engage 
the necks and prevent withdrawal of the heads 
and bottles, and a handle for the carrier having 
flexible connections therewith permitting the 
handle to lie on the sheets when not in use and 
the sheets to be so shifted into bottle-loading 
position and arranged so to shift said sheets into 
bottle-carrying position by a pull on the handle. 

5. A bottle holder and carrier comprising two 
juxtaposed sheets face to face and relatively 
shiftable facewise while maintaining substantial 
Contact, Said sheets both having overlapping key 
slot Openings reversely disposed in the two sheets 
and providing passages through the sheets which 
may be expaided or contracted by such relative 
shifting of the sheets, said passages when ex 
panded enabling the heads and necks of bottles 
to be passed or loaded therethrough and when 
contracted enabling the sheets to substantially 
encircle and engage the necks and prevent with 
drawal of the heads and bottles, and a handle for 
the carrier having flexible connections therewith 
permitting the handle to lie on the sheats when 
not in use and the sheets to be so shifted into 
bottle-loading position and arranged so to shift 
Said Sheets into bottle-carrying position by a pull 
on the handle and to maintain them in that posi 
tion by the load on the handle when the bottles 
are being carried. 
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