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(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus is provided for authentication between a home network and a wireless device during de-
vice activation using a registration server as a trusted agent. The wireless device owner subscribes to the services of the home net-
work and the home network registers as the service provider with the registration server. When the home network registers with
the registration server, the registration server provides authentication data to the home network to use for authentication with the
wireless device. Because the wireless device has no prior knowledge of the home network, the wireless device connects to the reg-
istration server to obtain contact information for the home network. The registration server provides home network data to the
wireless device. In some embodiments, the registration server may also provide second authentication data to the wireless device
for authenticating the home network. When the wireless device subsequently connects to the home network to download perma-
nent security credentials, the home network uses the information provided by the registration server to authenticate itself to the
wireless device. The authentication procedure prevents a third party from fraudulently obtaining confidential information from the
home network or the wireless device.
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