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My invention has relation to traveling
and adjustable tables to be used in connec-
tion with a hospital bed, and consists in the
novel features of construction more fully
set forth in the specification and pointed out
in the claims. ]

The present invention has for its main
object the provision of a table suspended
from a rail on which it travels; another ob-
ject is to make the table adjustable in vari-
ous positions as well as providing means for
raising and lowering the table to different
heights. This application is a continuation
In part of my copending application Serial
No. 571,870 filed June 30, 1992.

The specific features of the invention will
be readily apparent from a detailed descrip-
tion of the invention in connection with the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of my im-
proved table with one wall of the housing
for supporting the table broken away; Fig.
2 is a rear elevation of the table; Fig. 3 is
an enlarged sectional detail of the housing
showing raising and lowering mechanism of
the table; Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the
mechanism shown in Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings, T represents a
traveling table adapted to roll on a track
or rail 12 which may be suitably supported
over a bed or cot (not shown), said table
comprising a housing 61 in which are two
rollers 62, spaced apart and adapted to ride
on the rail 12, and a roller 63 which bears

5 on the under side of rail 12 to hold the table

against rocking, a block 64 being fixed in
the housing between rollers 62, and a block
65 closing the housing 61 at the bottom.
Fixed to the sides of the housing 61 by
straps 66 are tubes 67 to each of which is
telescopically connected a series of telescop-
ing sections 67/, 67", and 67’”", and a cross-
bar 68 is connected to the two lower sections
67, 67""". A standard 69 is secured to the
middle of the cross-bar 68, and a table
supporting arm 70 is connected by an elbow
71 to the lower end of said standard, said
arm having laterally projecting branches
72, 72, which support the table-board 73 by
having angles 74, 74 fixed to the bottom of
the table-board, rotatably mounted on them.

In order to hold the table-board 73 in
properly inclined position, a pair of links
75,75 are pivotally connected at one end to
lugs 76, 76 projecting from the inner edge

of said board, the other ends of the links be-
ing pivotally connected to a block 77 siid-
ingly mounted on the standard 69, a set-
serew 78 being provided to secure the block
77 in adjusted position. The table-board 73
may be raised or lowered by means of a
strap 78’ secured at its lower end to a U-
bolt' 79 in the cross-bar 68, said strap pass-
ing through the block 65 and a toothed plate
80 and dog 81 mounted thereon, then over a
pulley 82 in the housing 61 and downwardly
from said pulley through an opening ad-
jacent the toothed end 80’ of plate 80, a
loop T8’ being provided at the free end of
the strap 78’ for the natient to cateh hold
of when he wishes to raise or lower the table.

The dog 81 is pivoted to the plate 80, and a

spring 82’ causes the nose 817 of said dog to
bear on the strap 78’ and force it into con-
tact with the teeth 80’ of the plate 80, thus
binding the strap against movement in a
direction to lower the table. However, the
teeth 80 are so pitched that the loop - end
of the stran may be pulled down to raise
the table if desired. In order to release the
dog 81 from the strap preliminary to lower-
ing the table, a cord 83 is connected to the
nose 81’ of the dog, a pull on said cord over-
coming the tension of spring 82 and permit-
ting the operator to let the table down by
letting out on the strap 78’.

A lever 84 is pivotally mounted between
a pair of ears 85, 85 over the top of the
housing 61, the inner end of said lever car-
rying a pin 86 operating through a hole »
in block 64, said pin being urged into one
of a number of sockets w in the top face of
the rail 12, by a spring 87 which is fixed to
the top of the housing and bears against

the outer arm of the lever 84, and a Iug 88 ¢

is secured to the housing on the end oppo-
site the lever. A cord 89 has one end se-
cured to the lug 88, the cord then passing
rearwardly to some part of the bed, and a
cord 89’ passes beneath a pulley 93 mounted
in the housing 61, and up through an open-
ing z in the top of the ‘housing to the free
end of lever 84, where the cord is fastened.
It will thus be seen that if the cords 89, 89’
are grasped by a patient on the bed and made -
taut, the lever 84 will be oscillated to pull
the pin 86 out of the socket w when the
table may be pulled forward or backward
as desired,
In order that the table T may be easily
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raised and gently lowered the pulley 82 is
mounted a shaft 94 which also carries a
pinion 95. ‘L gear 96 is mounted on an arbor
97 within the hOlL:lﬂO‘ 61 and a coiled spring
98 has one md fixed to the arbor, and the
other end to the gear 96 which meshes with
pinion 95,

Now, when the table is lowered the pinion
95 will wind up the °pI1110 98, which acts
ag & counter- Jbalance for the table. On rais-
ing the table the unwu‘dn - of the spring
will azsist the operator to ruuse the table so
that comparatively little force 18 ncec:wd

Having deseribed my invention, I claim :—

1. Inan g ppa aratus of the class described,
the coluoum ion with a rail, a table carried
"V said 12‘11 said table cmmal’isino a hous-
ing adapted to travel over the rail, a plu ral-
ity of o ‘ﬂ evs in said housing resting on said
o toble-board adjust ably suspendocl
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from said housu,t,, and suitable mechanism
in salfl housing for raising and lowering
said table and balancing the same in any
position.
9. In an apparatus of the class described
the combination with a rail, a table carried
y said rail, said table comprising a housing
adapted to travel over the rail, a pair of
tubes composed of te!ﬁscopm sections se-
et ed on oppesite sides of said housing, said
tubes being connected on their lower ends,
a table hoard Sebu*ed to the connected end
? eaid tubes, means for moving the sections
£ said tubes to Jdid «t {he height of said
table board. and means on the hoasmo" for
securing gaid *er‘tlonc in any desired posi-
tion.
Tn testimony whereot I hereunto afiix my

signature. ‘
ALTO SCHWEIZER.
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