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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDWIN S. SHIPMAN, OF NORTH BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA,

MAIL-BAG HOLDER.

932,912.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwix S. Smiemaw, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
North Braddock, in the county of Allegheny
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
new and useful Tmprovements in Mail-Bag
Holders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, :

This invention relates to improvements in
mail bag holders for delivering mail bags to
and from moving trains and the said inven-
tion consists in the construction, combina-
tion and arrangement of devices hereinafter
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawing :—Figure 1
Is a perspective of mail bag holders con-
structed 1 accordance with my invention,
one of the holders being disposed on a stand-
ard at a station and the other in the door of
a mail car and showing the holders arranged
for the delivery of the mail either to or from
the car. IMig. 2 is a detail elevation, partly
In section of the improved means provided
by my invention for supporting the holder
from the standard or base 2t the station
either in a horizontal extended position or
in a_vertical folded position. Fig. 8 is a
detail transverse sectional view showing the
pivotal connection between the holder, and
the bar of the car door. Fig. 4 is an invert-
ed plan of the same. Fig. 5 is partly an in-
verted plan and partly a sectional view of
the holder supporting devices shown in Fig.
2. Tig. 6 is partly a plan and partly a sec-
tional view of cne of the holders. Fig. 7 is
a detail sectional view taken on the plane in-
dicated by the line a—a of Fig. 6.

My improved bag holding device com-
prises a pair of arms diverging in one direc-
tion, channeled longitudinally-in their op-
posing sides and provided with spring jaws
which have their outer ends secured to the
opposing sides of said arms, their interme-
diate portions curved and extending toward
each other and their front ends curved out-
wardly and disposed to move in said chan-
nels toward and from the points of intersec-
tion of said arms.

In the construction of one of my improved
mail bag holders as here shown, I provide a
pair of crossed bars 1 which provide oppo-
sitely extending pairs of arms 2 which diverge
cutwardly from the central intersecting por-
tions of said bars. The channels 8 on the
inner opposing sides of the said arms, ex-
tend longitudimally thereof and the spring
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jaws 4 are preferably in the form here
shown, having their outer ends secured in
the outer ends of the channels ag at 3, their
Intermediate portions curved inwardly and
caused to approach each other as at ¢ and
their free portions 7 curved ontwardly from
each other and disposed to travel in the
channels near the points of intersection of
said arms.

In practice, two of the bag holders are
employed one at the station and the other
on the mail car so that the bags of mail
may be delivered to or from the car as the
same moves past the station. Fach bag
holder is secured at the outer end to an arm.
The supporting arm 8 of the bag holder at
the station is hinged as at 9 at the upper end
of the fixed standard or post 10 so that the
sald supporting arm may be disposed and
extended in a horizontal position toward the
car or folded downwardly in a vertical posi-
tion on one side of the post as indicated at
Fig. 2. To secure the said supporting arm
when in horizontal extended position, I pro-
vide a bracket 11 which is hinged to the post
as at 12, the said bracket being movable un-
der the supporting arm when the latter is in
a horizontal position as shown in full lines
m Figs. 1, 2, and 5 and being movable out
of the path of the said supporting arm to
clear the latter and enable the same to be
turned downwardly to a vertical position as
indicated in dotted lines in Figs. 2 and 5.
The said holder supporting arm 8 has on its
under side a suitable securing device, here
shown as a bolt 18 for engaging the outer
end of the bracket to lock the latter, the
bracket being here shown as having a recess
14 for the reception of the engaging end of
the bolt. The holder which is mounted on
the car has its supporting arm 15 provided
on its under side near its center with a
curved spring clip 16 for engagement with
a bar 17 mounted transversely in the door-
way in the side of the car as at 18, the inner
end of the said supporting arm 15 having
a handle 19 and forming a lever whereby
the holder at the outer end of said arm 15
may be raised or lowered as may be required
and may be maintained at the required ele-
vation to cause it to pass above or below the
holder at the station. It will be understood
also that the bar 17 and the spring clip 16
provide a pivotal mount for the said holder
supporting arm 15 so that said holder may
be disposed in the required position, and
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when not in use may be permitted to drop
to a vertical position in the door-way out ot
the way.

A bag placed between the spring jaws of
one of the holders will be caught by the
spring jaws of the other holder as the same
passes a station, as will be understood.
Where a bag is to be delivered from a train
to a station, it will be suspended between
the spring jaws of the holder on the train
and which extend toward the rear of the
train so that when the bag is caught be-
tween the jaws of the holder at the station,
the spring jaws of the holder on the train
will readily release the same. When the bag
is to be delivered from the station to a mov-
ing train, it will be placed between the jaws
which extend in the direction in which the
train is moving so that when the bag 1is
caught by the holder of the moving train,
said spring jaws will readily release the bag.

What is claimed is:—

1. A mail bag holder comprising a pair of
arms diverging in one dirvection, channeled
longitudinally in their opposite sides and
provided with spring jaws, said jaws having
their outer ends secured to the opposing
sides of said arms, their intermediate por-
tions curved toward each other and their
free ends curved outwardly and disposed to
move in said channels.

2. A mail bag holder comprising a pair of
arms diverging in one direction and pro-
vided with spring jaws, said jaws having
their outer ends secured to the opposing sides
of said arms, their intermediate portions
curved toward each other and their free ends
curved outwardly and disposed to move
longitudinally of said arms.

932,912

3. A mail bag holder comprising a pair of
cross bars forming pairs of arms extending
in opposite directions and diverging from
the point of intersection of said bars and
spring jaws on the opposing sides of said
arms having their outer ends secured there-
to and their intermediate porticns curved
toward each other and their front ends
curved outwardly and disposed to move
longitudinally of said arms.

4. In combination with a :nail bag holder,
a supporting object, a supporting arm for
the holder having a pivot connection with
said supporting object to enable said sup-
porting arm to move into the vertical plane
and a supporting bracket for said support-
ing arm, said supporting bracket having a
pivotal conuection with said supporting ele-
ment and being movable to a position under
said supporting arm when the latter is raised.

5. In combination with a mail bag holder,
& supporting object, a supporting arm for
the holder having a pivot connection with
said supporting object to enable said sup-
porting arm to move in a vertical plane and
a supporting bracket for said supporting
arm, said supporting bracket having a piv-
otal connection with said supporting element
and being movable to a position under said
supporting arm when the latter is raised
and means to lock said supporting bracket
in such position. ‘

Tn testimony whereof T affix my signatuve
in presence of two witnesses.

FDWIN 8. SHIPMAN.

Witnesses:

ANDREW A. BCHILLING,
W. C. Evaxs.
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