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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Txoaas R. (Garwes,
of the city of MMontreal, in the Province
of uebec and Tominion of Canada, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Waistbands for Garments, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
geription. ]

This invention relates to improvements 1n
vadst bands for garments, such as skirts,
underskirts, and the like, and the object is
to provide a simple and inexpensive means
for adjusting the waist band to any size of
waist which will prevent all unsightly full-
ness at the point of adjustment.

. further cbject is to prevent any sagging
of the skirt at the plaits formed by adjust-
ment.

To accomplish these cobjects, I provide
each end of the walst band of the garment
with an equal number of evenly and closely
spaced eyelets. Through the first eyelet of
each end of the band a lace is knotted, which
is adapted to be passed through the other
eyelets in such a manner as to secure the
plait formed to adjust the waist band.

Referring to the drawings which illus-
trate this invention :—XFigure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the back of a skirt arranged ac-
cording to this invention. ¥ig. 2 is a sec-
tional view on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, illus-
trating the method of securing the adjust-
ing plaits. ¥ig. 3 is a plan view of the in-
terior of the back portion of the skirt fully
extended.

In the drawings, 4 designates the body
and 5 the waist band of a skirt, which is
made much lavger than ordinary, the ends 6
of the band being in the center of the back.
The skirt is made in a sufficient number of
gores to suit the length of the band and is
provided with a suitable placket opening
where the ends of the band meet. Suitable
placket fasteners 7 are provided for the
skirt, and hook and eye fasteners 8 for the
ends of the band, in the usual manner.
Tach end of the band is provided with a
series of closely and evenly spaced eyelets 9,
preferably about twenty in number, and
with an additional eyelet 10 located at each
end of the belt and the same distance from
the first of the eyelets 9, as these eyelets are
from one another. A suitable lace 11 is
knotted or otherwise secured at one end
through each eyelet 10, said lace hanging on
the outside of the skirt, as seen in Fig. 3.

Specification of Letters Patent.
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To adjust the skirt, reversed folds or plaits
12 of equal width are taken up at each side
of the placket opening, the width of the
plaits being determnined hy the eyelets 9,
which are provided with consecutive num-
bers designated 13 for this purpese. The
making of these folds or plaits will be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 2 and 3, des-
ignating the eyelets by their numbers. The
rearest eyelet to the required adjustment is
selected and the lace 11, which is hanging
outside the skirt from the end eyelet 10, is
passed inwardly through this eyelet and cut-
wardly through the next eyelet. In the
drawings, these eyelets are No. 11 and No.
12, respectively. The band is now folded
between these two eyelets and slipped along
the lace until it engages the end of the bel,
eyelets No. 11 and No. 12 being in register
with the end eyelet 10, as seen in Fig. 2.
The belt bends naturally between eyelets No.
5 and No. 6 thus forming the plait shown
in Tig. 2. The lace is now threaded in-
wardly through eyelets No. 13, No. 10, and
No. 1, which are 1n register, and outwardly
through the next three eyelets. The thread-
ing is continued until the opposite edge of
the plait is reached. The lace 1s then thread-
ed back through the same eyelets but in a
reverse direction, as indicated by the broken
line in Fig. 2, which represents the lace.
This method of threading the lace consti-
tutes an exaggerated “shoemaker’s” stitch
of great strength which holds the plait se-
curely from edge to edge and prevents any
sagging. When the last series of eyelets,
which will leave the lace inside the skirt, is
reached, the lace is threaded through and
allowed to hang inside the skirt, no fasten-
ing being required other than friction.
When the adjusting plait is very narrow
there is not a sufficient number of eyelets for
the lace to be firmly secured by friction, and
the lace may, therefore, be threaded several
times through the eyelets. The other side
of the skirt is treated in the same manner
and the adjustment is complete.

The skirt has always the same appearance
in the back regardless of the adjustment;
i. e. there are never more than the two cen-
tral plaits. The plaits are always securely
held and cannot sag at the corners and pro-
duce an unevenness in the bottom edge, or
drag in the back of the skirt. The adjust-
ment is simple and may be quickly and
easily effected before putting on the gar-
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ind is, moreover, fully as strong as any

menl
other U(Nmn of the belt.
or off of the skirt does not interfere with the
,u]]nutmem No metal fastenings which
break, corrode, or cause unsightly projec-
tions, are used, neither is there any injury
1’() the material such as might be caused by
the alteration of ordinary sewing.
Having thus described my

Wh% I claim 15—

nvention,

6,160

Ding. a fastening device bCLUUM"‘ the ends of

The putting on

A garment having a vent or placket epen- |

ng at the b ack thereof, Jasiemn‘_n for said
)Llclx()l opening, a belt secured to the gar-
ment having its ends at the placket open-

said belt Loonthcr, a series of evenly spaced
uydds toward each end of the belt, the eye-
Teted portions of the belt being plaited in
such manner that the plaits meet at the
back, a lace fixed to each end of the belt and
inserted back and forth through the eyelets
from edge to edge of the ant.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set

Uiy hand in the presence of two witncssua

FATINTS.

THOMAS R. G
Witnesses:
Sruart R, W,

ATLEN,
O. R. McFuxzrm,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. {.”




